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INTRODUCTION  
SENIOR SCHOOL 

 
Welcome to Years 11 and 12!  
 
The Senior School program is focused on building academically proficient students 
who demonstrate Christian character and who are purpose oriented and 
technologically proficient. Our desire is that over the ensuing years our students will 
strive to achieve, and be inspired to take their learning into a career path that will 
enable them to use their God given potential to make valuable contributions to our 
nation.  
 
Years 11 and 12 will provide many opportunities for each student to be challenged 
and developed. The range of camps, excursions, and extra-curricular activities are 
designed to contribute to a student’s academic and personal development. Students 
are encouraged to actively participate and contribute to the life of the school 
community.  
 
This Handbook contains a wide range of information and advice to assist each family 
with their understanding of the VCE and its processes. 
 
Students in Senior School will be encouraged to:  
 
• develop their Christian faith  
• achieve to their full potential – academic and personal 
• take advantage of the broad range of opportunities provided  
• develop a sense of personal pride and self confidence  
• obtain a global perspective  
• value and respect the needs of others  
• contribute to the wider community  
• experience and celebrate success  
• develop leadership skills  
 
 
We look forward to partnering with you to ensure that your child’s experience in 
Senior School is positive and rewarding. 
 
 
Mr Michael Swanborough 
Head of Senior School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“prepare your minds for action…” 1 Peter 1: 13 
 

“…be transformed by the renewing of your mind…” Romans 12: 1 – 2 

 
The Senior School aims to 
provide:  
 
a relevant and excellent 
curriculum that  
• endeavours to cater for 

individual learning styles and 
needs  

• considers and provides broad 
and challenging pathways  

• encourages creative arts and 
wider thinking  

• is committed to developing 
students’ confidence in a 
changing world  

• encourages a Christian world 
view  

 
modern resources that  
• are taught by passionate and 

dedicated staff  
• enable a thorough 

competency in our 
curriculum  

• are technologically advanced  
• provide a comfortable 

learning environment that is 
visually stimulating 

 
caring and collegiate 
relationships  
• amongst students in Years 10 

to 12  
• between academic and non-

teaching staff and students  
• across our broader school 

family  
 
 
 
 
So teach us to number our days 
that we may apply our hearts to 
wisdom.  
 

Psalm 90:12 
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FLOURISHING AT HILLCREST   
 
At Hillcrest, we are committed to our vision of providing quality Christian education, where the gospel message is 
integral to all we do. To see all of our students wanting and living a life of loving, knowing, and growing to be like Christ 
is central to our educational purpose. The following attributes are central to each student growing to be like Christ and 
to them Living Well and Learning Well.  

 

   
 

Christ Likeness: The willingness to live a life of loving, knowing, and growing to be like Christ 
 

Living Well 
 
Compassion: The ability to appreciate the innate worth of others, empathise with them and willingly show mercy 
 
Courage The ability and willingness to act rightly and selflessly in the face of uncertainty and fear 
 
Commitment:  The ability to be personally responsible, faithful to others and engage constructively in activities and 

causes 
 
Confidence:  The ability and willingness to live confidently, authentically, and wisely 
 

Learning Well 
 
Collaboration:  The ability to work with others in respectful and constructive ways 
 
Communication:  The ability to express thoughts and feelings clearly and confidently in a range of media and forms 
 
Critical Thinking:  The ability to analyse information and ideas and to form reasoned arguments and judgments 
 
Creativity:  The ability to imaginatively generate new ideas and to apply them in practice 
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CHRISTIAN STUDIES  
 
At Hillcrest Christian College, a biblically-based, Christian philosophy and accompanying value system pervades the 
entire curriculum. As a distinctive core subject, the Christian Studies program provides students with appropriate 
language and thought processes which enable them to explore, develop and discuss spiritual ideas. 
 
The Christian Studies curriculum is designed around four strands: Biblical Knowledge and Christian Beliefs, Christian 
Living, Christianity and the World and Church History. Each of the strands is of equal importance, although not all 
strands will be taught at all year levels. Within each strand there are key ideas which together identify the fundamental 
concepts for each strand. 
 
Biblical Knowledge and Christian Beliefs 
This strand is about knowing the Bible as God’s way of communicating his story of love and salvation. In this strand, 
students become familiar with the structure and content of the Bible to understand the Deity of Christ and the 
invitation to a relationship with God through the salvation of Jesus. 
 
Christian Living 
The life of a Christian begins by faith and is lived by having complete and total trust in Jesus Christ, as our Lord and 
Saviour. It is about living in relationship with Jesus, as our response to His gift of grace. The love and forgiveness God 
shows towards people, should flow into Christians’ relationships with others. The fruit of this will be seen through love 
and service in the local and global community. 
 
Christianity and the World 
This strand explores the diverse religious and cultural expressions of belief and life. Christian communities in Australia 
exist in a society that has become a place of religious as well as cultural pluralism. Christians believe that God creates all 
people to live in relationship with him, which makes us inherently spiritual beings. People find expression for this 
spirituality in different ways. This multi-religious, cultural and diverse spiritual landscape provides a range of 
philosophical and ethical frameworks for living that present challenges and opportunities for Christian communities. 
 
Church History 
This strand is concerned with the dynamic and diverse nature of the Christian community, and the development and 
history of the Christian church. God has instructed and created people to live in community; however throughout 
history the Church has not always reflected this. This strand studies the lives of key figures and events in Church history. 
 
VCE Christian Studies 
In VCE, students cover a range of topics which relate ideas of faith to everyday life issues that adolescents face. Students 
will have the opportunity to ask questions and engage with the topics to further develop their personal beliefs. 
 
At Year 11, topics include: Introduction to Theology, The Men We Need, Shine Girl and Who Is Jesus? 
 
At Year 12, topics include: Jesus The Game Changer, World Religions and Faith in Real Life. 
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VCE LEADERS AND CONTACT DETAILS   
 
Please contact staff between 8:30 am – 4:30 pm on 9702 2144 or email them directly using the address listed below.  
 
Coordinators 
 

Head of Senior School Mr Michael Swanborough Umichael.swanborough@hillcrest.vic.edu.auU 

VCE and Distance Education 
Coordinator Mr Paul Schnabel paul.schnabel@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Year 12 Coordinator Mrs Susie Pereira susie.pereira@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Year 11 Coordinator  Mr Craig Jacobs craig.jacobs@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Year 10 Coordinator Mrs Kerry McCracken 32Tkerry.mccracken@hillcrest.vic.edu.au32T 

Careers Coordinator Ms Sue Bester suzanne.bester@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Senior School Administrator Mrs Andrea Fidler andrea.fidler@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

 
Heads of Department 
 

Head of Digital Technology Mr Craig Jacobs craig.jacobs@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Head of English  Mrs Nerida Fletcher nerida.fletcher@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Head of Health and Physical 
Education Mr Graham Moyle graham.moyle@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Head of Humanities Miss Mariam Khalil mariam.khalil@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Head of Mathematics Mrs Denise Scott denise.scott@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Head of Performing Arts Mr Peter Thomsen peter.thomsen@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Head of Science Mr Simon Taylor simon.taylor@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Head of Technology Mrs Carolyn Mittra carolyn.mittra@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

Head of Visual Arts Mrs Ysabelle Ruddle ysabelle.ruddle@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:michael.swanborough@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
mailto:susie.pereira@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
mailto:susie.pereira@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
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mailto:kirsten.wheeler@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
mailto:suzanne.bester@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
mailto:suzanne.bester@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
mailto:jennifer.trodden@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
mailto:marjorie.cardwell@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
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GRADUATING WITH A VCE CERTIFICATE  
 
To graduate with a Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) students must satisfactorily complete at least sixteen (16) of 
the units for which they have studied. These must include all of the following:  
 

• Three units from the English group, with at least one unit at Unit 3 or 4 level. 
 

• Three sequences of Units 3 and 4 studies other than English, including VCE VET Unit 3 and 4 sequences. 
 

 
 

VCE CURRICULUM – DETAILS AND EXPLANATION  
 
Each VCE unit is developed from a Christian framework so that the teaching reinforces the basic Christian values and 
principles that are necessary for the development of Christian integrity and character. 
  
Learning Outcomes  
 
The Learning Outcomes expressed in each subject outline specify the aims for the unit. These should be recognised as 
realistic and attainable aims for students at the particular level. Parents, students and teachers should take active roles 
in monitoring student performance and if a problem arises the Year Level Coordinator should be alerted. It is our 
intention that parents, students and teachers work together to ensure all students develop to their full potential.  
 
Assessment Tasks  
 
Assessment Tasks are the means by which a student's level of performance is determined. These tasks may include 
Tests, Assignments, Essays, Presentations, Reports, Examinations or other specified tasks. The specific information 
regarding Assessment Tasks will be documented in the Student Course Outline which is distributed to students, and also 
accessible on the School Learning Management System – Crest Connect, at the beginning of each semester.  
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SELECTING A VCE PROGRAM  
 
Before completing the VCE Course Selection Sheet, the study outlines should be consulted.  
 
Many of the decisions made about subject choices at the end of Year 10 can affect access to study and career options in 
later years. It is extremely important that wise and informed decisions are made.  
 
General Guidelines  
 

1.  Find out if there are any pre-requisites for your chosen career or intended future Course of Study. Universities and 
TAFE Colleges publish the list of pre-requisites of both Units 1 and 2 and Units 3 and 4 for all tertiary courses. 
Students should ensure that these pre-requisite studies are included in their program at the appropriate level.  

2.  The VCE is a minimum two-year program. The College recommends that students complete Units 1 and 2 of a 
subject prior to commencing Units 3 and 4 studies. 

3.  A number of Universities and TAFE Colleges have specified that some units must be taken at Unit 1 and 2 level in 
addition to taking the same study at Unit 3 and 4 level to gain tertiary entrance.  

4.   Students should aim to have a balanced course. Many students wish to change direction even in the last two years 
of schooling and this may not be possible if a narrow range of options has been chosen. The best idea is to keep as 
many options open for as long as possible.  

5.   Students should be realistic in their choices. There is a major jump in the quality and quantity of work associated 
with VCE studies.  

 
The best advice is for students to choose studies:  
 
• that they have researched and which meet their future goals 
• which they enjoy. These are generally the areas where the most success is met 
• in which they achieve to a high standard. Success is generally a positive motivating factor 
• that they may need for future study or work. It is vital that pre-requisite studies are completed 
• which maintain and develop their special skills and talents 
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CAREER PATHWAYS  
 
A clear goal or career pathway can assist students during their VCE and provide clarity and focus throughout their 
studies. The College provides career guidance and counsel through the Senior School Panel and the Careers Coordinator.  
 
Students and parents will have the opportunity to have an interview with a member of the Senior School Panel to 
determine which subjects the student undertakes. If further advice is required then parents and students will meet with 
the Careers Coordinator to discuss career options and receive advice on tertiary preferences and applications.  
 
It is vital that parents and students keep up to date with Tertiary courses, Open Days and other important information. 
This information is communicated through the “Career News.” This publication is emailed to all VCE parents and 
students. Students are encouraged to regularly check their emails regarding career information.  
 
If the matter is urgent and the Careers Coordinator is not available, please contact the VCE Coordinator. 
 

 
 

VETis AND SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIPS  
 
VETis-Vocational Education and Training in Schools. These programs offer nationally recognised vocational certificates 
which can count towards the ATAR. If interested, please download the pathfinder book at 
32Thttp://www.chisholm.edu.au/Applying/VET_in_Schools_Programs 
 
School-Based Apprenticeships are also available from external organisations.   
 
Please contact the Careers Coordinator if you are interested in pursuing a School-Based Apprenticeship. 
 
Students who wish to undertake a VETis course or a School-based Apprenticeship must first discuss the matter with 
the Careers Coordinator and the VCE Coordinator.  
 

 
 

DISTANCE EDUCATION  
 
Where there are insufficient numbers for a subject to be taught at the College, or if there is a clash of subjects in the 
VCE blocks, it may be possible to undertake a subject through Distance Education, providing Education Department 
Regional Approval can be obtained. Selection of a subject by Distance Education incurs an additional cost.  
 
Students who wish to undertake a Distance Education subject must first discuss the matter with the VCE Coordinator.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chisholm.edu.au/Applying/VET_in_Schools_Programs
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FEDERATION UNIVERISTY 
HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAM  

 
Federation University (Berwick Campus) is offering a Higher Education Studies program and partnering with local 
secondary schools in the region. The program “Destination FedUni” is offering undergraduate degree units (accredited 
by the VCAA) which students can study as part of their VCE. The University has eight units accredited and is currently 
submitting additional units in Health and Education for approved delivery in 2018. The following outlines the program 
delivery that may vary marginally between faculties: 
 
Delivery Model 
• Students will complete a Higher Education preparation program “FedReady” in February before undertaking the 

first unit in Semester One. 
• Students have the opportunity to complete two units in Year 11 and a further two units in Year 12 with the highest 

score for either year being counted typically as the fifth or sixth VCE subject. The additional Higher Education 
subject provides an ‘increment lift’ to their ATAR score of up to 10% which is added to the student’s primary four 
subjects in their VCE. 

• There is no cost to the student to participate in the program and no HECS debt incurred while affectively gaining 
credit for up to 4 units or half a year of study in an undergraduate degree at Federation University. 

• Students will attend four days of lectures each semester as scheduled at the Berwick campus and participate in 
lectures and tutorials while being supported by the University content rich on-line learning program. 

• Students follow a weekly study schedule and complete assessment tasks before continuing to the next module. 
• Students receive credit on successful completion of units in the undergraduate degree at FedUni which may in some 

cases be transferable in other universities.  
• An Honorary University Fellow will be appointed in each school to assist students with University administrative 

processes and represent the school on a committee with other participating schools and university representatives. 
• Students will have on-line access to University staff throughout each semester to assist them in their learning. 
• Entry will be based upon the student’s ability to undertake Higher Education study as recommended by the school 

Principal. 
• Having successfully completed Higher Education units in either year, the student will have a guaranteed place in the 

degree studied at Federation University Australia. 
 
 
Benefits to the Student 
 
• VTAC provides an ATAR increment for higher education study as a fifth or sixth subject, provided the student has 

fulfilled all requirements. 
• Complete two HE units in year 11 and have them recorded as the fifth subject in the final year, with the option to 

complete two further units in year 12 which is equivalent to a sixth subject, with the highest score forming the ATAR 
10% increment. 

• Credit for two or four undergraduate units in a chosen field without incurring a HECS debt.  
• In most cases, credit for units completed are transferable at other universities. 
• Experience studying in a university learning environment. 
• Gain vital academic skills that will equip students for undergraduate study. 
• Study units in vocational fields that directly relate to the students career ambitions. 
• Access to university content-rich resources and study support. 
• Builds confidence and aspirations for students to continue tertiary studies after VCE. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



VCE Handbook 2018 9 
 

FEDERATION UNIVERISTY 
HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAM  

 
Further Information regarding the Federation University Higher Education Program can be obtained from the University 
Website: 32Thttp://federation.edu.au/future-students/study-at-feduni/destination-feduni32T 
 
Courses for 2018 
 

Semester Unit 
Code 

Study Name Faculty Bachelor Degree/s 

1 HEALT 
1111 

Anatomy & Physiology for 
Health Professionals 1 

Faculty of Health Nursing, Exercise and Sport 
Science, Health Sciences, Health 
&Physical Education. 
 

HEALT 
1113 

Communication for Health 
Professionals 

Faculty of Health Nursing, Health Sciences, 
Psychological Sciences, Health & 
Physical Education. 
 

2 HEALT 
1112 
 

Anatomy & Physiology for 
Health Professional 2 

Faculty of Health Nursing, Exercise and Sport 
Science, Health Sciences, Health 
& Physical Education. 
 

NURBN 
1004 

Determinants of Health Faculty of Health Nursing, Health Sciences. 

1 EDDDE 
1001 

Introduction to Learning and 
Teaching 

 

Faculty of Education & Arts Bachelor of Community and 
Human Services/Bachelor of 
Education. 
 
Bachelor of Visual Arts/Bachelor 
of Education. 
 
Bachelor of Mathematical 
Sciences/Bachelor of Education. 
 
Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of 
Education. 
 

2 EDDDE 
1002 

Young People and Learning 
Environments 
 

Faculty of Education & Arts 

 
Note: Pending VCAA approval, on successful completion of units EDDDE 1001 and EDDDE 1002, students will gain two 
units of credit in the Bachelor of Education at Ballarat, Gippsland and Berwick and in the above listed “Dual Degrees” 
Ballarat and Gippsland only (To be confirmed). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://federation.edu.au/future-students/study-at-feduni/destination-feduni
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PROMOTION IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL  
 
Guidelines for determining the eligibility of a student to be promoted.  
 
1. Promotion to the next year level is not automatic. In order to be promoted, a Year 10 student would be expected to 

obtain a passing grade (D or higher) in each of the Year 10 Core subjects: English, Mathematics, Science and History.  
Similarly a Year 11 student would need to obtain a passing grade (D or higher) in English or Literature and a majority 
of their other subjects.  Each student in the Senior School will have their academic performance regularly reviewed 
throughout the year and parents will be contacted when concerns are raised. 

 
2. Students who do not meet this minimum requirement will undergo an individual review. This review may include 

the following:  
 
• The grades scored in the subjects that the student wishes to pursue at VCE level.  
• The student’s future pathway in education and training.  
• Any special circumstances related to the student’s performance.  
• The concerns of parents.  
 

3.  The review will have one of the following outcomes:  
 

• The student is not permitted to proceed to the next year level and may be offered the option of repeating. 
• The student is permitted to proceed to the next level on probation. For students on probation, special 

requirements will be established regarding the student’s conduct and performance. This will be followed by a 
further review during Term 1 of the following year.  

• The student is permitted to proceed to the next year level.  
 

Parents who are concerned about their child’s performance should contact the relevant teachers and discuss measures 
to assist their child to maintain an appropriate level of performance. Support for students and families is available 
through the Year Level Coordinator, Careers Coordinator, Heads of Department, VCE Coordinator and Head of Senior 
School.  
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SUBJECT PREREQUISITES  
 
The table below indicates the prerequisite subjects and results for each Faculty. 
 

VCE Subject Year 10 Prerequisites Average Grade 

English Faculty   
Literature English 70% 
Languages Faculty   
German Year 10 German 70% 
Japanese Year 10 Japanese 70% 
Mathematics Faculty   
Mathematical Methods Mathematics (Advanced) – full year 80% 
Specialist Mathematics  Mathematics (Advanced) – full year 90% 
Science Faculty   
Biology  English and Science B (minimum) 80% 
Chemistry  Science A and Mathematics (Advanced) 

* Also must take Mathematical Methods 
80% 

Physics  Science A and Mathematics (Advanced) 
* Also must take Mathematical Methods 

80% 

Psychology  English and Science B (minimum) 80% 
 
The table below indicates the recommended subjects students should complete prior to attempting the VCE Unit 1 and 
2 subjects listed.  
 

VCE Subject Year 10 Recommendations 

Health and Physical Education Faculty  
Health and Human Development  Physical Education – Health Foundations 
Physical Education  Physical Education – Sports Science 
Performing Arts Faculty  
Music Performance  Year 10 Music (Interview/audition) 
Technology Faculty  
Computing Year 9 and 10 Computing 
Food Studies Year 9 and 10 Food Studies 
Visual Arts Faculty  
Media  Year 9 or 10 Media 
Studio Arts  Year 9 or 10 Art 
Visual Communication Design  Year 9 or 10 VCD 
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AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK (ATAR)   
 
Students completing Units 3 and 4 studies will receive a criteria-based letter grade from the VCAA and a study score 
(maximum 50) for each study attempted. An applicant’s ATAR is the percentile ranking of that applicant in the 
population of VCE candidates applying for tertiary study in that year. The ATAR will take into account an applicant’s 
scaled study score in English (or a study from the English studies group) and the applicant’s best three other scaled 
study scores, and 10 per cent of the applicant’s next two best scaled study scores.  
 
The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) administers a joint selection system on behalf of Universities and TAFE 
colleges. VTAC use the ATAR in conjunction with the tertiary institutions to determine student placement into tertiary 
courses. Refer to the Senior School Policies and Student Information Handbook for further details. 
 

 
 
The table below indicates the percentage ranking of students at each of the study score levels: 
 
 

Study Score Reference Table 

Study Score Percentage Ranking 

25 top 76 per cent 

30 top 50 per cent 

35 top 34 per cent 

40 top 8 per cent 

45 top 2 per cent 
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GENERAL ACHIEVEMENT TEST (GAT)   
 
Students undertaking any Units 3 and 4 studies will complete a General Achievement Test (GAT). As the name suggests, 
this is a general test – it is not a test of knowledge about a particular subject area or topic. The GAT is designed to 
measure the level of general achievement a student has accomplished across three broad areas:  
 
• written communication  
• mathematics, science, technology  
• humanities, arts, social sciences  
 
The results from the GAT will be used to monitor school assessment and to gauge whether schools are marking student 
work on a fair and uniform basis. It is important to realise that the GAT results will not be used to determine students’ 
grades and will not be reported to tertiary selection authorities or employer groups. However, they will be used in the 
calculation of Derived Examination Scores in the event that a student requires a Derived Examination Score. 
 

 
 

CHANGE OF SUBJECT  
 
There may be times during the year when students need to reassess their program and its direction. Any changes to 
study selection must be discussed fully with parents, the Careers Coordinator and the VCE Coordinator.  
 
A “Change of Subject” form will need to be completed and signed before a change may occur. The “Change of Subject” 
form can be found on Crest Connect or be collected from the Senior School Office. 
 
The earlier on in a Unit that a change is made, the better, as it makes it more feasible to catch up in the subject newly 
taken. In general, changes should be made no later than the end of the VCE Transition Program in November. This will 
enable students to complete the set holiday homework and be appropriately prepared to commence the new year. 
 
The final dates by which students can change from one subject to another are: 
 
Semester 1 (Units 1 and 3): Tuesday 26P

th
P January 2018 

Semester 2 (Unit 2 only): Friday 15P

th
P June, 2018 

 
Students who wish to withdraw from a subject, and not change to a different one, are required to organise a meeting 
with the VCE Coordinator to discuss the matter. It is important to note that there are dates specified by VCAA after 
which students cannot withdraw from a subject. 
 
Students wishing to withdraw from the VCE altogether must complete the College’s official withdrawal form, 
authorising the VCE Coordinator to withdraw the student from the VCE via VASS (Victorian Assessment Software 
System). 
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SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT  
 
Assessment Tasks: Units 1 and 2 
 
Assessment Tasks are specific activities that contribute to a final grade for a subject. Unit 1 and 2 Assessment Tasks are 
set by the school.  
 
Units 3 and 4 
 
In Unit 3 and 4 studies, the school based assessment can take two forms: 
 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK (SAC)  
 
In each study, school assessed coursework is made up of a number of smaller pieces of work, largely done in class, that 
individually contribute a small but significant amount to the total school-based mark in that study. 
 
All school assessed coursework must be clearly the student’s own and must be completed on time and to the standards 
required in the relevant study design, and as outlined by staff at the College. 
 
Because these tasks are designed to be completed predominantly in class-time, students will need to come to class fully 
prepared with the appropriate materials, texts, notes, etc.  
 
VCE teachers in consultation with the VCE Coordinator will organise the spread of assessments through the year in order 
to ensure a consistency of workload. Each teacher will be responsible for issuing approximate SAC assessment dates at 
the beginning of each Unit. These approximate dates will be confirmed closer to the date of the task. Dates for SAC tasks 
must be set such that there is sufficient time to mark the work, have it cross-marked where necessary and the results 
sent to the VCAA by specified dates. 
 
After SAC tasks are submitted for assessment, teachers will provide feedback to students including a score or percentage, 
advice on particular problem areas and how improvements can be made for further learning. It is important to note that 
the initial teacher assessment grade is subject to statistical moderation based on the level of achievement in the 
examinations in that study. 
 
Teachers will determine the manner in which SAC tasks are administered in their class. The amount of teacher-student 
and student-student interaction and assistance will largely depend on the type of assessment activity being done. 
 
NOTE: If a SAC is missed during a student’s absence, then a medical certificate will be required. The teacher will then 
reschedule this important task at a later date. 
 
SCHOOL ASSESSED TASK (SAT) 
 
A SAT will only be completed in the Computing, Product Design and Technology, Food Studies, Media, Studio Arts and 
Visual Communication Design areas, and will be assessed in the form of a folio. They generally consist of both school-
based work and production pieces. These results contribute to the overall study score as specified in the VCAA Study 
Design. 
 
Drafts of the SAT, where appropriate, must be retained and submitted with the final work. Authentication records will 
be kept by the teacher. Therefore, plans and ongoing progress must be seen by the teacher at regular intervals. Both the 
draft and final SAT may be called in to the VCAA for an Authentication review. 
 
The due dates for the SAT are set by the class teacher using guidelines published by VCAA at the beginning of the school 
year. The SAT will need to be submitted in the correct format as described by the subject teacher. A Declaration of 
Authenticity will also need to be signed when the SAT is submitted. 
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STUDY AND HOMEWORK IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL  
 
What’s the Difference? 
 
Homework: Tasks that are set by teachers to cover coursework or prepare for an Assessment Task. Homework usually 
has a due date and may be assessed by the teacher. 
 
Study: Study is revision of coursework or tasks that have already been completed in class. It may also include completing 
practice exams, practice essays and extra reading. Study is not usually checked or assessed by the teacher; however it is 
essential in preparation for tests and exams. Students who study or revise coursework each week will usually perform 
better in tests and exams than those students who leave their study/revision until the last minute. 
 
Study Skills and Work Load – Recommended VCE Study Load 
 
Students need to allow adequate time for homework and study throughout the year.  Students should allocate time 
appropriate to each subject they undertake and follow an organised homework and study timetable.  Different subjects 
have different academic requirements, and students should discuss the expectations with their respective subject 
teachers.   
 
As a starting point however, please take note of the guidelines listed below: 
Unit 1 and 2 subjects: a minimum of three hours of homework and study, per subject per week.   
 
Unit 3 and 4 subjects: a minimum of four hours of homework and study, per subject per week.   
 
All students should allow extra time when preparing for SAC tasks and Examinations. 
 
These estimated hours include time spent on subject-related activities during study periods at school. A good exercise is 
to keep a detailed log for a few days to identify just how many hours in each day are being used productively and how 
many hours are unproductive. 
  
Nearly all Year Twelve students find it necessary to use at least one week of the March and July vacations and two weeks 
of the September/October holidays, for revision, consolidation and advance work on assignments. Year Eleven students 
enrolled in Units 3 and 4 of a study will also need to dedicate some time during each holiday to revision. 
 
Appropriate Approaches to Study 
 
The optimum work schedule differs from person to person. Some students find it relatively easy to concentrate for long 
periods, while others require frequent breaks in order to maintain interest and attention.  The aim is to train the mind 
to be able to concentrate at least for 90 to 120 minutes, the lengths of most VCE examinations. It is important to note 
that the English examination is 180 minutes in length. 
 
Effective Use of Study Time 
 
Many books and pamphlets have been produced to assist students with effective study. Several of these are available in 
the College Discovery Centre, or from the VCE Coordinator. It is worthwhile to browse through them. Most researchers 
and successful students are agreed that the key is to be an active learner, that is, not to read passively, but to be as 
creative and productive as possible. Students should summarise notes and handouts, give themselves lectures on 
difficult topics, and write answers under test conditions. Rehearsal of what has to be done is helpful; continual repetition 
assists retention enormously. 
 
Students should ask teachers how best to study their subjects. They should compare their own approach with those of 
their friends, particularly those who are having success. 
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PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES   
 
To ensure each student achieves his/her best it is imperative that the College and parents partner together to work as a 
team to fulfill this mutual goal. Hillcrest Christian College has a professional responsibility to ensure it is providing the 
highest quality of education for each student. At the VCE level, the VCE Coordinator will ensure that all staff are carrying 
out their professional responsibility at the highest level of competency. 
 
It is important for you as parents to also fulfill your role to the best of your ability to ensure your child is achieving his/her 
very best. The information listed below is a guide only. 
 
Communication 
It is vital for communication between students, staff and parents to be open and consistent through the year. 
 
Parent and Student 
To develop a healthy academic relationship it is important for you as parents to have regular meeting times with your 
child to discuss your and their expectations, their studies, concerns they may have, use of time (social, sporting and other 
commitments) and the actual course content they are learning.  
 
Regular discussion will ensure a “team” approach is applied to VCE studies and hopefully diffuse tension and avoid 
arguments. Concerning student work: most students will inform their parents they have completed all their homework; 
however they may not have even begun their study/revision of the coursework. Study is vital for students to achieve 
their best at VCE level. Please do not hesitate to contact the relevant teacher via email or phone if you require extra 
study material for your child to complete. 
 
Parent and College 
As a College we have a legal duty of care for each student to ensure they are in class during school time. When a student 
needs to attend an appointment or other such important event it is essential that their parental or guardian advises the 
College via either the absentee phone line (9707 7474) or the absentee email address (absent@hillcrest.vic.edu.au) 
either the day before the appointment or before 9:00am that morning.  The student must then be signed out by a parent 
or authorised guardian at the main Reception at the time he/she leaves the College. 
 
Email  
Email is an effective form of communication between parents and staff. If at any time you need to communicate to staff 
please consider emailing that specific staff member regarding a subject issue, query or any other issue. Please refer to 
the beginning of this document for all VCE teachers email addresses or follow the following formula regarding staff 
emails: 
First name.second name@hillcrest.vic.edu.au. For example: craig.jacobs@hillcrest.vic.edu.au (all lower case) 
 
A Home Conducive to Homework/Study 
To assist each child with their homework and study it is important to set up a home which creates a healthy work 
environment (not a distracting one). The following guidelines will assist students to operate at their most productive 
level regarding school work. 
 
Study Space 
A quiet space away from T.V. and computers and where the child is free from distractions will enhance focus and 
concentration. 
 
Bedroom 
A space that is primarily for sleep and does not contain a computer, T.V., or other distracting technology. It is 
recommended that all interactive technology such as mobile phones, laptops and iPads are removed from the child’s 
room overnight to allow for a restful night’s sleep. 
 
Reminders/Study Schedule 
A place where due dates, homework reminders and study notes are put up and are visible. For example: on the fridge, 
bedroom door, or a central noticeboard. 
 

mailto:craig.jacobs@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
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Diet and Sleeping Guidelines 
A healthy diet which includes three meals a day (beginning with breakfast) to ensure each child has the “brain food” to 
cope with the information taken in each day. Students are permitted to bring water bottles to school and into class 
(during hot days). To prevent illness, dehydration and exhaustion it is vital for students to bring a healthy lunch and 
snacks to school each day as well as drink enough fluids. 
 
It is recommended that teenagers have between 8-10 hours of sleep per night. The most refreshing sleep usually takes 
place before midnight; therefore a bed time of between 9:30-10pm is a good guideline. Obviously each individual is 
different; however, a lack of proper sleep may lead to poor concentration, fatigue and illness. 
 
Minimising Stress 
VCE can be a stressful period of schooling for children. It is important that parents minimise these stresses by  
• recognising when their child is suffering from school/work related stress and 
• implementing strategies to diffuse or minimise this stress. 

 
Recognition of Stress 
This can sometimes be physically noted when parents observe their child has trouble sleeping, withdraw from others, 
display angry outbursts, become apathetic or procrastinate. 
Other signs may include: making excuses for overdue school work, blaming others or a change in personality. 
 
Strategies: some possible strategies to minimize stress include: 
• Advance planning of family events and commitments outside of school (especially around examination times or busy 

assessment weeks). 
• Regular meeting times between parents and students to identify the cause of anxiety. 
• Taking your child out of the house for a relaxing event e.g. shopping, movies, walk. 
• Assisting your child in prioritising their work and other commitments. 
• Ensuring the child is participating in some form of regular exercise. 
• Communicating issues to the relevant Year Level or VCE Coordinator. 
 
Appointments/Family Holidays/Events 
It is understood that it may not be possible to schedule the above events during school holidays or outside school hours. 
However, at a VCE level it is compulsory for students to attend at least 90 per cent of classes. Therefore, where possible, 
please schedule any event, appointment or holiday during a time that is least disruptive to your child’s education. To 
assist in this process, you may want to consult your child’s timetable and plan in advance scheduling appointments during 
private study sessions. Concerning holidays: please notify the VCE Coordinator at least two weeks in advance so 
homework can be arranged. 
 
Part Time Work 
It is not recommended by the College that a VCE student undertakes a part-time job while completing his/her VCE. 
However, if a student does work part-time then a guideline has been provided below to ensure this extra-curricular 
activity is not affecting the student’s school work: 
Year Eleven: maximum of 8 hours per week 
Year Twelve: no Job at all or maximum of 4 hours (1 shift only) per week 
 
Social/Sporting/Church Commitments 
It is important for VCE students to have some form of social activity or relaxing time during each week to enable them 
to be refreshed. This will usually take place on the weekends, however many students prefer to spread their workload 
over the entire week (instead of completing 3-4 hours each school evening). Therefore, it is important for parents to 
protect their child’s time. At Year Twelve level it is essential that students are not over-committing themselves to sport, 
Church activities or social events which detract from their studies. These events may be used as a reward for students 
who have completed their required homework and study for the week. Alternatively, it is important to minimise or “take 
away” the privilege of some of these events if students are struggling with their VCE studies. 
 
Please note: The information listed above under Parent Responsibilities, are guidelines only. They are not legally 
binding and do not guarantee VCE success.  
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STUDY DESIGNS AND PAST EXAMINATIONS   
 
Each of the following subject pages contain information relating specifically to the courses offered at Hillcrest Christian 
College. The VCAA Study Designs have been used extensively in the preparation of these pages. Further, in-depth 
information can be found on the VCAA website: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au 
 
Follow the links below to access relevant information: 
 
Examination Timetable: 
 
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/exams/timetable.html 
 
Study Designs: 
  
32Thttp://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/studies/index.aspx32T 
 
This link will list all subjects alphabetically. By clicking on the relevant subject you will be able to access the study design, 
the assessment handbook and other relevant information. 
 
Past Examination Papers and Examiner’s Reports: 
 
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/exams/examsassessreports.html 
 
This link will list all subjects alphabetically. By clicking on the relevant subject you will be able to access past examination 
papers and examiners’ reports. Note: these can also be accessed through the study design link above. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/exams/timetable.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/studies/index.aspx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/exams/examsassessreports.html
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ENGLISH FACULTY 

 
 

English Units 1 and 2 

English Units 3 and 4 

Literature Units 1 and 2 

Literature Units 3 and 4 

The English requirement for the award of the VCE 
 
English units may be selected from English Units 1 to 4, English (EAL) Units 3 and 4 
and Literature Units 1 to 4. 
 
Units 1 and 2 (Year 11) 
 
No more than two units at Units 1 and 2 level selected from the English group may 
count towards the English requirement. The English group at this level comprises 
English Units 1 and 2, English (EAL) Units 1 and 2 and Literature Units 1 and 2. 
 
Units 3 and 4 (Year 12) 
 
English Units 3 and 4 and English (EAL) Units 3 and 4 are equivalent sequences and a 
student may not count both towards the award of the VCE. 
 
Units from the English group may also contribute to the sequences other than the 
English requirement. In calculating whether students meet the minimum 
requirements for the award of the VCE, the VCAA first calculates the student’s English 
units. Once students have met the English requirement, or have satisfied an English 
sequence, any additional sequences from the English group will be credited towards 
the sequences other than English requirement. 
 
The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) has advised that the tertiary 
entrance requirements and ATAR calculations will be as follows: 
 
• For calculations of a student’s ATAR, satisfactory completion of both Units 3  

and 4 of an approved sequence in the English group is required. 
• Any of the approved Unit 3 and 4 sequences within the English Group will be 

counted in the ATAR but no more than two will be permitted in the primary four. 
• The current policy of not allowing more than one of English and English (ESL) will 

continue. 
 

 

 
In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with 

God in the beginning. 
 

John 1: 1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How can a young man keep his 
way pure? By living according to 
your word. I will seek you with 
all of my heart; do not let me 
stray from your commands. 

 
Psalm 119: 9-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your word is a lamp unto my 
feet and a light unto my path. 

 
Psalm 119: 105 
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ENGLISH UNITS 1 and 2 
 

42TUnit 1 
 
In this unit students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. Students analyse arguments and the use of 
persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to position audiences. Students develop their skills in 
creating written, spoken and multimodal texts. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
1. Reading and Creating Texts: This area of study focuses on how meaning is created in a text. Students identify, 

discuss and analyse decisions authors have made. They explore how authors use structures, conventions and 
language to represent characters, settings, events, explore themes, and build the world of the text for the reader. 
Students investigate how the meaning of a text is affected by the contexts in which it is created and read. 

 
2. Analysing and Presenting Argument: This area of study focuses on the analysis and construction of texts that 

attempt to influence an audience. Students read a range of texts that attempt to position audiences in a variety of 
ways. They explore the use of language for persuasive effect and the structure and presentation of argument. They 
consider different types of persuasive language, including written, spoken, and visual, and combinations of these, 
and how language is used to position the reader. 

 
Unit 2 

 
In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. Students analyse arguments 
presented and the use of persuasive language in texts, and create their own texts intended to position audiences. 
Students develop their skills in creating written, spoken and multimodal texts. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
1. Reading and Comparing Texts: This area of study focuses on exploring how comparing texts can provide a deeper 

understanding of ideas, issues and themes. Students investigate how the reader’s understanding of one text is 
broadened and deepened when considered in relation to another text. Students explore how features of texts, 
including structures, conventions and language convey ideas, issues and themes that reflect and explore the world 
and human experiences, including historical and social contexts. Students practise their listening and speaking skills 
through discussion, developing their ideas and thinking in relation to the texts studied. 

 
2. Analysing and Presenting Argument: This area of study focuses on building understanding of argument and the use 

of persuasive language in texts that attempt to influence an audience. Students consider a range of texts where the 
primary purpose is to convince an audience to share a point of view. They develop an understanding of how texts 
are constructed for specific persuasive effects by identifying and discussing the impact of argument and persuasive 
language used to influence an audience. 

 
 

42TUnit 1 Outcomes 42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• produce analytical and creative responses to texts 
• analyse how argument and persuasive language can 

be used to position audiences, and create their own 
texts intended to position audiences 

 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes 

in two texts 
• identify and analyse how argument and persuasive 

language are used in text/s that attempt to influence 
an audience, and create a text which presents a point 
of view 
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42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks42T  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks42T  
 
1. Analytical Response 
 Students will complete an analytical written response 

to a selected text. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Creative Response  
 Students will complete a creative response to a 

selected text. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Persuasive Text 
 Students will create a text that is intended to position 

an audience. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination 
 At the end of the unit all students will complete an 

examination covering Areas of Study 1 and 2. 
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Comparative Response 
 Students will complete a written response that 

compares the ideas, issues and themes in two texts. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Language Analysis Task  
 Students will complete an analysis of argument and 

persuasive language in texts that attempt to influence 
an audience. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Persuasive Text 
 Students will create a text that presents a point of 

view. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination 
 At the end of the unit all students will complete an 

examination covering Areas of Study 1 and 2. 
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VCE Handbook 2018 22 
 

ENGLISH UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3 
 
In this unit students focus on how English language is used to create meaning in written, spoken and multimodal texts 
of varying complexity.  Literary texts selected for study are drown from the past and present, form Australia and from 
other cultures.  Other texts are selected for analysis and presentation of argument.  The study is intended to meet the 
needs of students with a wide range of expectations and aspirations, including those for whom English is an additional  
language. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Reading and Creating Texts: In this area of study students identify, discuss and analyse how the features of selected 

texts create meaning and how they influence interpretation. Students read and respond to texts analytically and 
creatively.  They develop and justify their own detailed interpretations of texts. 

 
2. Analysing Argument: In this area of study students analyse and compare the use of argument and language in texts 

that debate a topical issue. Students analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts. 
 
Unit 4 
 
In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They analyse texts, including the 
interplay between character and setting, voice and structure, and how ideas, issues and themes are conveyed.  By 
comparing the texts, students gain a deeper understanding of the ideas, issues and themes that reflect the world and 
human experiences. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Reading and Comparing Texts: In this area of study students explore the meaningful connections between two texts. 

By comparing the texts, they gain a deeper understanding of the ideas, issues and themes that reflect the world and 
human experiences. 

 
2. Presenting Argument: In this area of study students focus on the construction of persuasive texts. Students use their 

understanding of argument and language as the basis for the development of an oral presentation of their points of 
view. 

 
 

42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• produce an analytical interpretation of a selected text, 

and a creative response to a different selected text 
• analyse and compare the use of argument and 

persuasive language in texts that present a point of 
view on an issue currently debated in the media 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• produce a detailed comparison which analyses how 

two selected texts present ideas, issues and themes 
• construct and present an oral presentation of a 

sustained and reasoned point of view on an issue with 
a written statement of intention 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VCE Handbook 2018 23 
 

42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework  42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework  
 
1. Text Response 
 Students will complete a written response to a 

selected text.  
 This task contributes 30 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Context Response 
 Students will complete a sustained written text 

created for a specific audience and context.  
 This task contributes 30 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
3. Language Analysis 
 Students will complete an analysis of persuasive 

language in three or more media texts on an issue, and 
a sustained point of view presented orally.  

 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

  
 

 
1. Text Response 
 Students will complete an extended written 

interpretation of one selected text.  
 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Context Response 
 Students will complete 3-5 written texts on a chosen 

context, including one in response to an unseen 
prompt.  

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

  
 

 
 
42TAssessment  
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework: 42TUnit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent.  
 
42TWritten Examination  
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by a 3 hour written external end-of-year examination.   
 
This task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score. 
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LITERATURE UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: Approaches to Literature 
 
In this unit students focus on the ways in which the interaction between text and reader creates meaning. Students’ 
analyses of the features and conventions of texts helps them develop increasingly discriminating responses to a range of 
literary forms and styles. Students respond critically, creatively and reflectively to the ideas and concerns of texts and 
gain insights into how texts function as representations of human experience. They develop familiarity with key terms, 
concepts and practices that equip them for further studies in literature. They develop an awareness of how the views 
and values that readers hold may influence the reading of a text. Students should be maintaining an average result of at 
least 80% in Year 10 English to consider undertaking this course. 
 
Areas of Study 
  
1. Reading Practices: This area of study focuses on the way language, structure and stylistic choices are used in 

different literary forms and types of text.  
 
2. Ideas and Concerns in Texts: This area of study focuses on the ideas and concerns raised in texts and the ways social 

and cultural contexts are represented.  
 
42TUnit 2: Context and Connections 
 
In this unit students explore the ways literary texts connect with each other and with the world. Students deepen their 
examination of the ways their own culture and the cultures represented in texts can influence their interpretations and 
shape different meanings. Drawing on a range of literary texts, students consider the relationships between authors, 
audiences and contexts. Ideas, language and structures of different texts from past and present eras and/or cultures are 
compared and contrasted. Students analyse the similarities and differences across texts and establish connections 
between them. They engage in close reading of texts and create analytical responses that are evidence-based. By 
experimenting with textual structures and language features, students understand how imaginative texts are informed 
by close analysis. 
 
42TAreas of Study  
 
1. The Text, the Reader and their Contexts: This area of study focuses on the interrelationships between the text, 

readers and their social and cultural contexts.  
 
2. Exploring Connections Between Texts: This area of study focuses on the ways that texts relate to and influence each 

other.  
 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• respond to a range of texts and reflect on influences 

shaping these responses 
• analyse the ways in which texts reflect or comment on 

the ideas and concerns of individuals and particular 
groups in society 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• analyse and respond critically and creatively to the 

ways a text from a past era and/or a different culture 
reflect or comment on the ideas and concerns of 
individuals and groups in that context 

• Compare texts considering the dialogic nature of texts 
and how they influence each other 
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42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks  
 
1. Wide Reading PowerPoint Presentation 
 Students are required to complete a presentation on a 

novel read over the summer holidays. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Film Response 
 Students are required to complete an analytical 

response to the film, ‘The Importance of Being 
Earnest’ and how it compares with the print text. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Creative Presentation and Reflection 
 Students are required to write and present an 

extra/altered scene from the play, ‘The Freedom of 
the City’. This presentation will also be accompanied 
by a written reflection of language and stylistic choices 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Analytical Essay  
 Students are required to complete an analytical 

response on the ideas and concerns found in 
‘Brideshead Revisited’. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
5. Examination 
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Text Response 
 Students are required to complete an analytical 

response to ‘The Great Gatsby’. 
This task is to be completed in a double period with 
one period planning time. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Close Analysis 
 Students are to complete a close analysis essay on 

‘The Great Gatsby’. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Film Review Analysis 
 Students are required to analyse film reviews of ‘Les 

Miserables’ and compare these reviews with their own 
interpretation of the text.  

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent of the final 
grade. 

 
4. Comparative Essay 
 Students are required to complete a comparative 

response to 2-3 of the poems of Seamus Heaney.  
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent of the final 

grade. 
 
5. PowerPoint Presentation 
 Students are required to prepare an oral presentation 

on a text from a past era and a modern film 
interpretation. Students will be given a list of texts to 
choose from. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent of the final 
grade. 

 
6. Examination 
 Students will complete and end-of-semester 

examination on completion of the unit.  
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VCE Handbook 2018 26 
 

LITERATURE UNITS 3 AND 4 
 
Unit 3 
 
In this unit students focus on the ways writers construct their work and how meaning is created for and by the reader. 
Students consider how the form of text (such as poetry, prose, drama, non-print or combinations of these) affects 
meaning and generates different expectations in readers, the ways texts represent views and values and comment on 
human experience, and the social, historical and cultural contexts of literary works.  
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. Adaptations and Transformations: This area of study focuses on how the form of text is significant in the making of 

meaning.  
 

2. Views, Values and Contexts in Literature: This area of study focuses on consideration of the views and values in texts 
and the ways in which these are expressed to create particular perspectives of the world.  
 

3. Considering Alternative Viewpoints: This area of study focuses on how various interpretations and judgements 
about a text can contribute to the students’ interpretations.  

 
Unit 4 
 
In this unit students focus on creative and critical responses to texts. Students consider the context of their responses to 
texts as well as the concerns, the style of the language and the point of view in their re-created or adapted work. In their 
responses, students develop an interpretation of a text and learn to synthesise the insights gained by their engagement 
with various aspects of a text into a cogent, substantiated response. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Creative Responses to Texts: This area of study focuses on the imaginative techniques used for creating and 

recreating a literary work. 
 
2. Close Analysis: This area of study focuses on detailed scrutiny of the style, concerns and construction of a text. 
 
 

42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• analyse how meaning changes when a text is 

performed  
• analyse views and values in a text  
• evaluate a review of a text and make comparisons 

with their own interpretation  
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• respond imaginatively to a text and be able to 

comment on that response  
• analyse aspects of a text, relating those aspects to an 

interpretation of the text as a whole  
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42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework  42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Comparative Essay 
 Students will discuss how meaning changes when the 

form of a text is changed by means of a written 
reflection, a written comparison or a written 
evaluation.  

 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit.  

 
2. Analytical Essay 
 Students will analyse and interpret the views and 

values of a text in an interpretive or comparative 
essay.  

 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
3. Film Review Analysis 
 Students will evaluate views of a text and compare 

with their own interpretation in a written analysis.  
 This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 

 
1. Creative Response 
 Students will respond imaginatively to a text or rework 

an aspect of that text.  
 This task contributes 60 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Close Analysis Essay 
 Students will analyse aspects of a text, relating those 

aspects to an interpretation of the text as a whole.  
 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 

 
 

42TAssessment  
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework: 42TUnit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 442T – 42T25 per cent. 
 
42TWritten Examination: 42Tunder examination conditions students will produce two pieces of writing in response to 
questions that require critical analysis and interpretation of two texts studied.  
 
This contributes 50 per cent to the final study score. 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
FACULTY 

 
 
 
 
 
Health and Human Development Units 1 and 2 

Health and Human Development Units 3 and 4 

Outdoor and Environmental Studies Units 1 and 2 

Outdoor and Environmental Studies Units 3 and 4 

Physical Education Units 1 and 2 

Physical Education Units 3 and 4 

 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you not know that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? 
 

1 Corinthians 6: 19 
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HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: Understanding Health and Wellbeing 
 
In this unit students look at health and wellbeing as a concept with varied and evolving perspectives and definitions. 
It takes the view that health and wellbeing are subject to a wide range of contexts and interpretations, with 
different meanings for different people. As a foundation to the understanding of health, students will 
investigate the World Health Organization’s (WHO) definition and also explore other interpretations. Wellbeing 
is a complex combination of all dimensions of health, characterised by an equilibrium in which the individual 
feels happy, healthy, capable and engaged. For the purposes of this study, students should consider wellbeing 
to be an implicit element of health. 
 
 Areas of Study 
 
1. Health Perspectives and Influences: This area of study takes a broad, multidimensional approach to health and 

wellbeing. Such an approach acknowledges that defining and measuring these concepts is complicated by a 
diversity of social and cultural contexts. Students consider the influence of age, culture, religion, gender and 
socioeconomic status on perceptions of and priorities relating to health and wellbeing. They look at measurable 
indicators of population health, and at data reflecting the health status of Australians. With a focus on youth, 
students enquire into reasons for variations and inequalities in health status, including sociocultural factors that 
contribute to variations in health behaviours. 

 
2. Health and Nutrition: This area of study explores food and nutrition as foundations for good health and wellbeing. 

Students investigate the roles and sources of major nutrients and the use of food selection models and other 
tools to promote healthy eating. They look at the health and wellbeing consequences of dietary imbalance, 
especially for youth, and consider the social, cultural and political factors that influence the food practices of and 
food choices made by youth. They develop strategies for building health literacy and evaluating nutrition 
information from various sources, including advertisements and social media. 

 
3. Your Health and Wellbeing: This area of study focuses on the health and wellbeing of Australia’s youth, and 

conduct independent research into a selected area of interest. Students identify major health inequalities among 
Australia’s youth and reflect on the causes. They apply research skills to find out what young people are most 
focused on and concerned about with regard to health and wellbeing. Students inquire into how governments 
and organisations develop and implement youth health programs, and consider the use of health data and the 
influence of community values and expectations. Students select a particular focus area and conduct research, 
interpret data and draw conclusions on how the health and wellbeing of Australia’s youth can be promoted and 
improved. 

 
Unit 2: Managing Health and Development 
 
In this unit students investigate transitions in health and wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and societal 
perspectives. Students look at changes and expectations that are part of the progression from youth to adulthood. This 
unit promotes the application of health literacy skills through an examination of adulthood as a time of increasing 
independence and responsibility, involving the establishment of long-term relationships, possible considerations of 
parenthood and management of health-related milestones and changes. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Developmental Transitions: This area of study examines the developmental transitions from youth to adulthood, 

with a focus on expected changes, significant decisions, and protective factors, including behaviours. Students 
consider perceptions of what it means to be a youth and an adult and investigate the expected physical and social 
changes. They inquire into factors that influence both the transition from youth to adulthood and later health 
status. They consider the characteristics of respectful, healthy relationships. Students examine parenthood as a 
potential transition in life. With a focus on the influence of parents/carers and families, students investigate factors 
that contribute to development, health and wellbeing during the prenatal, infancy and early childhood stages of 
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the lifespan. Health and wellbeing is considered as an intergenerational concept (that is, the health and wellbeing 
of one generation affects the next). 

 
2. Health Care in Australia: This area of study investigates the health system in Australia. Students examine the 

functions of various entities that play a role in our health system. They inquire into equity of access to health 
services, as well as the rights and responsibilities of individuals receiving care. Students research the range of health 
services in their communities and suggest how to improve health and wellbeing outcomes and health literacy in 
Australia. They explore a range of issues associated with the use of new and emerging health procedures and 
technologies such as reproductive technologies, artificial intelligence, robotics, nanotechnology, three-dimensional 
printing of body parts and use of stem cells. 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• explain multiple dimensions of health and wellbeing 
• explain indicators used to measure health status 
• analyse factors that contribute to variations in health 
       status of youth 
• apply nutrition knowledge and tools to the selection 
       of food and the evaluation of nutrition information 
• interpret data to identify key areas for improving 

youth health and wellbeing 
• plan for action by analysing one particular area in 

detail 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• explain developmental changes in the transition from 
       youth to adulthood 
• analyse factors that contribute to healthy 

development during prenatal and early childhood 
stages of the lifespan 

• explain health and wellbeing as an intergenerational 
concept 

• describe how to access Australia’s health system 
• explain how it promotes health and wellbeing in their 

local community 
• analyse a range of issues associated with the use of 

new and emerging health procedures and 
technologies 

 
42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks  
 
1. Test  
 Students will examine the various dimensions of 

health and development and the interrelationships 
that exist.  

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Data Analysis 
 Students will students will describe and explain factors 

that affect the health and human development of 
Australia’s youth. 

 This assessment contributes 20 percent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Case Study 
 Students will be provided with a Case Study that 

examines a particular youth health concern. They must 
describe the health concern including relevant 
statistics and identify or analyse a strategy or program 
that will address this concern. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
 
 
 

 
1. Test 
 Students will describe and explain factors that affect 

the health and human development during the 
prenatal stage. 

 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Case Study  
 Students will students will describe and explain factors 

that affect the health and individual human 
development of Australia’s adults. 

 This assessment contributes 30 percent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Examination 
 Students will complete an examination at the end of 

the unit, covering all of the topics studied. 
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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4. Examination 
 Students will complete an examination at the end of 

the unit, covering all of the topics studied. 
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: Australia’s Health in a Globalised World 
  
In this unit students look at health, wellbeing and illness as multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different 
interpretations and contexts. Students begin to explore health and wellbeing as a global concept and to take a 
broader approach to inquiry. As they consider the benefits of optimal health and wellbeing and its importance 
as an individual and a collective resource, their thinking extends to health as a universal right. Students look 
at the fundamental conditions required for health improvement, as stated by the World Health Organization 
(WHO). They use this knowledge as background to their analysis and evaluation of variations in the health 
status of Australians. Area of Study 2 focuses on health promotion and improvements in population health 
over time. Students look at various public health approaches and the interdependence of different models as 
they research health improvements and evaluate successful programs. While the emphasis is on the Australian 
health system, the progression of change in public health approaches should be seen within a global context. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Understanding Health and Wellbeing: This area of study explores health and wellbeing and illness as complex, 

dynamic and subjective concepts.  While the major focus is on the health of Australians, this area of study also 
emphasises that Australia’s health is not isolated from the rest of the world. Students inquire into the WHO’s 
prerequisites for health and wellbeing and reflect on both the universality of public health goals and the 
increasing influence of global conditions on Australians. Students develop their understanding of the indicators 
used to measure and evaluate health status, and the factors that contribute to variations between population 
groups in Australia. 
 

2. Promoting Health and Wellbeing: This area of study looks at different approaches to public health over time, with 
an emphasis on changes and strategies that have succeeded in improving health and wellbeing. Students examine 
the progression of public health in Australia since 1900, noting global changes and influences such as the Ottawa 
Charter for Health Promotion and the general transition of focus from the health and wellbeing of individuals to 
that of populations.  Students investigate the Australian health system and its role in promoting health and 
wellbeing. They conduct a detailed study on a successful health promotion campaign or program, and inquire into 
priorities for health improvements in Australia. 

 
 

Unit 4: Health and Human Development in a Global Context 
   
In this unit students examine health and wellbeing, and human development in a global context. Students use data to  
investigate health status and burden of disease in different countries, exploring factors that contribute to health 
inequalities between and within countries. Students build their understanding of health in a global context  
through examining the key concepts of sustainability and human development. Area of Study 2 looks at global  
action, focusing on the United Nations’ (UN’s) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the work of the World  
Health Organization (WHO). Students also investigate the role of non-government organisations and Australia’s  
overseas aid program. Students evaluate the effectiveness of health initiatives and programs in a global context  
and reflect on their capacity to take action. 
 
Areas of Study 
  
1. Health and Wellbeing in a Global Context: This area of study looks at similarities and differences in major burdens 

of disease in low- , middle- and high income countries, including Australia. Students investigate a range of factors 
that contribute to health inequalities and study the concepts of sustainability, human development and the Human 
Development Index to further their understanding of health in a global context. Students consider the global reach 
of product marketing and inquire into the effects of particular global trends on health and wellbeing. 
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2. Health and the Sustainable Development Goals: This area of study looks at action for promoting health globally. It 
looks at the rationale, objectives and interdependencies of the UN’s SDGs, focusing on their promotion of health 
and wellbeing and human development. Students investigate the priorities and work of the WHO and evaluate 
Australia’s aid program and the role of non-government organisations, selecting one aid program for detailed 
research and analysis.  They reflect on meaningful and achievable individual actions that could contribute to the 
work of national and international organisations that promote health and wellbeing. 

 
Unit 3 Outcomes Unit 4 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• explain the complex, dynamic and global nature of 
       health and wellbeing 
• interpret and apply Australia’s health status data 
• analyse variations in health status  
• explain changes to public health approaches 
• analyse improvements in population health over time 
• evaluate health promotion strategies 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse similarities and differences in health status 

and burden of disease globally 
• analyse the factors that contribute to differences in 

health and wellbeing  
• analyse relationships between the SDGs and their role 
       in the promotion of health and human development 
• evaluate the effectiveness of global aid programs 

 
Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Written Report 
 Students are required to write a short report, such as a 

media analysis, a research inquiry, a blog or a case 
study analysis. 

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Oral Presentation 
 Students are required to present an oral presentation 

such as a debate or podcast. 
 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
   
3. Visual Presentation 
 Students will complete a visual presentation such as a 

graphic organiser, a concept/mind map, an annotated 
poster, or a digital presentation. 

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
4. Structured Questions 

Students will respond to structured questions 
including data analysis. 

This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
1. Written Report 
 Students are required to write a short report, such as a 

media analysis, a research inquiry, a blog or a case 
study analysis. 

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Oral Presentation 
 Students are required to present an oral presentation 

such as a debate or podcast. 
 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
   
3. Visual Presentation 
 Students will complete a visual presentation such as a 

graphic organiser, a concept/mind map, an annotated 
poster, or a digital presentation. 

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
4. Structured Questions 

Students will respond to structured questions 
including data analysis. 
This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
 
Assessment 
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent 
 
Written Examination: A two hour examination will be held at the end of the year. 
All the key knowledge and key skills that underpin the outcomes in Units 3 and 4 are examinable.  
 
The task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score. 
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OUTDOOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 1: Exploring Outdoor Experiences  
 
In this unit students examine some of the ways in which humans understand and relate to nature through experiences 
of outdoor environments. The focus is on individuals and their personal responses to and experiences of outdoor 
environments. 
Students are provided with the opportunity to explore the many ways in which nature is understood and perceived. 
Students develop a clear understanding of the range of motivations for interacting with outdoor environments and the 
factors that affect an individual’s access to outdoor experiences and relationships with outdoor environments. 
Through outdoor experiences, students develop practical skills and knowledge to help them live sustainably in outdoor 
environments. Students understand the links between practical experiences and theoretical investigations, gaining 
insight into a variety of responses to, and relationships with, nature. 
 
Areas of Study 
  
1. Motivations for Outdoor Experiences: This area of study examines motivations for and responses to nature and 

outdoor experiences. They investigate a range of contemporary uses and meanings of the term ‘nature’, and 
examine a variety of different types of outdoor environments. Students are introduced to a cultural perspective on 
the ways humans relate to outdoor environments. Students learn to participate safely in outdoor experiences and 
develop relevant practical skills including aid, to enable safe participation in practical experiences.  Students use 
these experiences as the basis for reflection. 

 
2. Influences on Outdoor Experiences: This area of study focuses on planning and participating in outdoor 

experiences. Students evaluate how their personal responses are influenced by media portrayals of outdoor 
environments and perceptions of risk involved in outdoor experiences.  Practical outdoor experiences provide 
students with the opportunity to observe and experience various ways of encountering and understanding outdoor 
environments. Students consider factors that affect access to outdoor experiences and explain the effect of 
different technologies on outdoor experiences, examining how all of these influence the ways humans understand 
nature. 

 
42TUnit 2: Discovering Outdoor Environments   
 
In this unit students focus on the characteristics of outdoor environments and different ways of understanding them, as 
well as the human impacts on outdoor environments. In this unit students study nature’s impact on humans, as well as 
the ecological, social and economic implications of human impact on outdoor environments. Students develop a clear 
understanding of the impact of technologies and changing human lifestyles on outdoor environments. Students 
examine a number of case studies of specific outdoor environments, including areas where there is evidence of human 
intervention. They develop the practical skills required to minimise human impact on outdoor environments. Students 
are provided with practical experiences as the basis for comparison between outdoor environments and reflection to 
develop theoretical knowledge about natural environments.  
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. Investigating Outdoor Environments: This area of study introduces students to the characteristics of a variety of 

outdoor environments, including those visited during practical outdoor experiences. Students investigate different 
types of outdoor environments from a number of perspectives. Students undertake case studies of different types 
of outdoor environments so they can observe and experience how changes to nature affect people. They develop 
appropriate practical skills for safe and sustainable participation in outdoor experiences and for investigations into 
various outdoor environments. Students use these experiences as the basis for reflection and analysis of the 
theoretical knowledge of natural environments.  

 
2. Impacts on Outdoor Environments: This area of study focuses on human activities undertaken in outdoor 

environments and their impacts on those environments. Although environmental impacts include both natural and 
human-induced changes on components of the environment, the focus here is on human impact – both positive and 
negative.  
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42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• analyse motivations for participation in and responses 

to outdoor environments  
• participate safely in specific outdoor experiences 
• explain factors that influence outdoor experiences 
• plan for sustainable interactions with outdoor 

environments while participating in practical 
experiences  

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• describe the characteristics of different outdoor 

environments and analyse a range of understanding of 
these environments, with reference to specific 
outdoor experiences 

• evaluate human impacts on outdoor environments 
• analyse practises for promoting positive impacts, with 

reference to specific outdoor experiences 
 

 
42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks  
 
1.  Motivations for Outdoor Experiences Test 
 Students identify human responses to outdoor 

environments and define various aspects of natural 
environments. 

 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Experiencing Outdoor Environments Test 
 Students reflect on their field trip to the Cathedral 

Ranges to compare and contrast the ways in which the 
Indigenous Australians and European Settlers 
experienced and responded to the area. Sustainable 
forestry practices are also explored and reflected 
upon. 

 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Examination 
 Students will complete an examination which requires 

them to reflect on the field trips they have undertaken 
and the knowledge gained on these ventures. 

 This assessment contributes 50 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 

 
1. Investigating Outdoor Environments Test 
 Students identify biotic and abiotic components of 

different Australian ecosystems along with the factors 
that affect the life that exists within them. Knowledge 
of food chains and natural cycles are also tested. 

  This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Impacts on Outdoor Environments Test 
  Students are required to demonstrate a sound 

knowledge of the effects of conservation, recreation 
and commercial activities in outdoor environments. 
Reflecting on field trips and related activities form part 
of the assessment task along with minimal impact 
camping practices. 

 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Examination  
 Students will complete an examination which requires 

them to reflect on the field trips they have undertaken 
and the knowledge gained on these ventures.  

 This assessment contributes 50 per cent to the final 
grade. 
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OUTDOOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES  UNITS 3 and 4 
 
42TUnit 3: Relationships with Outdoor Environments 
 
In this unit students focus on the ecological, historical and social contexts of relationships between humans and outdoor 
environments in Australia. Case studies of impacts on outdoor environments are examined in the context of the 
changing nature of human relationships with outdoor environments in Australia. Students consider a number of factors 
that influence contemporary relationships with outdoor environments. They also examine the dynamic nature of 
relationships between humans and their environment. 
 
42TAreas of Study42T  
 
1. Historical Relationships with Outdoor Environments: This area of study explores how Australians have understood 

and interacted with outdoor environments over time. Students examine the unique nature of Australian outdoor 
environments and investigate a range of human relationships with outdoor environments, from various Indigenous 
cultural experiences, through to the influence of a number of major events and issues subsequent to European 
settlement. Case studies are used to analyse the role of environmental movements in changing human 
relationships with outdoor environments.  Students study the foundation and role of environmental and political 
movements in changing relationships with outdoor environments and the subsequent effects of these on 
environmental politics.  

 
2. Relationships with Australian Environments Since 1990: This area of study examines relationships between humans 

and outdoor environments since 1990.  They examine a number of ways outdoor environments are depicted in 
different media. The dynamic nature of relationships between humans and their environment are considered, as 
well as the social, cultural, economic and political factors that influence these relationships. 
 
 

42TUnit 4: Sustainable Outdoor Relationships  
 
In this unit students explore the sustainable use and management of outdoor environments. They examine the 
contemporary state of environments in Australia, consider the importance of healthy outdoor environments, and 
examine the issues in relation to the capacity of outdoor environments to support the future needs of the Australian 
population.  
 
42TAreas of Study42T  
 
1. Healthy Outdoor Environments: This area of study explores the contemporary state of environments in Australia 

and the importance of natural environments for individuals and society. Students examine the nature of 
sustainability and use observations to evaluate the health of outdoor environments. They investigate current and 
potential damage to outdoor environments and the subsequent impacts.  

 
2. Sustainable Outdoor Environments: This area of study focuses on the sustainability of environments to support the 

future needs of ecosystems, individuals and society, and the skills needed to be an environmentally responsible 
citizen. Students investigate at least two case studies of conflict over uses of outdoor environments and develop a 
clear understanding of the methods and processes commonly used to resolve these conflicts. Students develop an 
understanding that management strategies, together with acts and conventions, contribute to maintaining the 
health and sustainability of outdoor environments in contemporary Australian society.  
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42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• explain and evaluate how relationships with Australian 

outdoor environments have changed over time, with 
reference to specific outdoor experiences 

• analyse and evaluate the factors influencing 
contemporary societal relationships with outdoor 
environments since 1990, with reference to specific 
outdoor experiences 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• evaluate the contemporary state of Australian 

outdoor environments, and analyse the importance of 
healthy outdoor environments and sustainability for 
individuals and society, with reference to specific 
outdoor experiences 

• analyse conflicts over the use of outdoor 
environments, and evaluate practices and strategies 
for sustaining outdoor environments, with reference 
to specific outdoor experiences 

 
42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Journal or Report 
 Students are required to complete a journal or report 

demonstrating links between theoretical content 
studied and practical experiences undertaken. 

This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
 

2. Reports 
Students will complete at least two reports 
demonstrating links between theoretical content 
studied and practical experiences undertaken, from the 
following: 
• a case study 
• a multimedia presentation or podcast 
• a written report 
• data analysis 
• structured questions 
This task contributes 80 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 

 
1. Journal or Report 
 Students are required to complete a journal or report 

demonstrating links between theoretical content 
studied and practical experiences undertaken. 

This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
 

2. Reports 
Students will complete at least two reports 
demonstrating links between theoretical content 
studied and practical experiences undertaken, from the 
following: 
• a case study 
• a multimedia presentation or podcast 
• a written report 
• data analysis 
• structured questions 
This task contributes 80 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
 

 
42TAssessment42T  
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework:42T Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent.  
 
42TWritten Examination: 42Tstudents are required to complete a structured answer booklet under examination conditions 
 
42TT42This task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 1: The Human Body in Motion  
 
In this unit students explore how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce 
movement. Through practical activities students explore the relationships between the body systems and physical 
activity, sport and exercise, and how the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the activity. Students investigate 
the role and function of the main structures in each system and how they respond to physical activity, sport and exercise. 
They explore how the capacity and functioning of each system acts as an enabler or barrier to movement and 
participation in physical activity. 
 
Areas of Study 
  
1. How Does the Musculoskeletal System Work to Produce Movement?: This area of study examines the 

musculoskeletal system of the human body and how the muscles and bones work together to produce movement. 
Through practical activities they explore the major components of the musculoskeletal system and their 
contributions and interactions during physical activity, sport and exercise. 

 
2. How Does the Cardiorespiratory System Function at Rest and During Physical Activity?: This area of study examines 

the cardiovascular and respiratory systems of the human body and how the heart, blood vessels and lungs function 
at rest and during physical activity. Through practical activities students explore the structure and function of the 
cardiorespiratory system and their contributions and interactions during physical activity, sport and exercise. 
Enablers and barriers to the capacity and functioning of the cardiovascular and respiratory systems are investigated 
from a sociocultural, environmental and physical perspective. Students explore the ethical and performance 
considerations of the use of a variety of legal and illegal practices and substances specific to each system. 

 
42TUnit 2: Physical Activity, Sport and Society   
 
In this unit students develop their understanding of physical activity, sport and society from a participatory perspective. 
Students are introduced to types of physical activity and the role participation in physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour plays in their own health and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different population groups. 
Through a series of practical activities, students experience and explore different types of physical activity promoted in 
their own and different population groups. They gain an appreciation of the level of physical activity required for health 
benefits. Students investigate how participation in physical activity varies across the lifespan. They explore a range of 
factors that influence and facilitate participation in regular physical activity. They collect data to determine perceived 
enablers of and barriers to physical activity and the ways in which opportunities for participation in physical activity can 
be extended in various communities, social, cultural and environmental contexts. Students investigate individual and 
population-based consequences of physical inactivity and sedentary behaviour. They then create and participate in an 
activity plan that meets the physical activity and sedentary behaviour guidelines relevant to the particular population 
group being studied. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. What are the Relationships Between Physical Activity, Sport, Health and Society?: This area of study focuses on the 

role of physical activity, sport and society in developing and promoting healthy lifestyles and participation in physical 
activity across the lifespan. Students explore the social, cultural and historical influences on participation in various 
forms of physical activity, including sport. They investigate at the individual and population levels the physical, social, 
mental and emotional benefits of participation in regular physical activity and the potential negative physical, social, 
mental and emotional consequences of physical inactivity and sedentary behaviour, including hypokinetic diseases 
such as Type 2 diabetes and obesity. 
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2. What are the Contemporary Issues Associated with Physical Activity and Sport?: This area of study focuses on a range 
of contemporary issues associated with physical activity and/or sport at the local, national and global level. They 
investigate in detail one issue relevant to physical activity and/ or sport. Possible issues suitable for investigation 
include declining levels of physical activity across the lifespan, active transport, gender equity in physical activity and 
sport, cultural diversity and inclusion in physical activity, risk management and safety in physical activity and sport, 
children and competitive sport, the community and recreation, access to physical activity for population groups such 
as children, rural and remote communities, cultural groups, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and people with 
disabilities. 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• collect and analyse information from, and participate 

in, a variety of practical activities to explain how the 
musculoskeletal system functions and its limiting 
conditions 

• evaluate the ethical and performance implications of 
the use of practices and substances that enhance 
human movement 

• collect and analyse information from, and participate 
in, a variety of practical activities to explain how the 
cardiovascular and respiratory systems function and 
the limiting conditions of each system 

• discuss the ethical and performance implications of 
the use of practices and substances to enhance the 
performance of these two systems 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• collect and analyse data related to individual and 

population levels, of participation in physical activity 
and sedentary behaviour, to create, undertake and 
evaluate an activity plan that meets the physical 
activity and sedentary behaviour guidelines for an 
individual or a specific group 

• apply a social-ecological framework to research, 
analyse and evaluate a contemporary issue associated 
with participation in physical activity and/or sport in a 
local, national or global setting 

 
42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks  
 
1. Laboratory Written Report 
 Students are required to analyse their participation in 

at least four Physical Activity Laboratories investigating 
how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory 
systems work together. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2.  Musculoskeletal Test 
 Students are required to complete a test which 

examines the systems of the human body, their 
contributions and interactions, and how they translate 
into movement / physical activity. This assessment 
contributes 25 per cent to the final grade. 

 
3. Cardiorespiratory Test 
 Students are required to complete various case study 

analysis tasks which focus on biomechanical principles 
underpinning physical activity and sport and how the 
correct application of these principles leads to 
improved performance. 

 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
 
 
 

 
1. Written Report 
 Students are required to complete a written plan and 

a reflective folio, demonstrating participation in a 
program designed to either increase physical activity 
levels and/or reduce sedentary behaviour, based on 
the physical activity and sedentary behaviour 
guidelines for an individual or a selected group. 

 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Multimedia Presentation 

Students are to create a multimedia presentation, 
including two or more data types such as text, still 
and moving images or sound, and involving some 
form of interaction or simulation. 
This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 
grade. 
 

3. Examination 
 Students are required to complete an examination 

which covers the relationship between physical 
activity, sport and society and the contemporary 
issues associated with sport and physical activity. 

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 
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4. Examination 
 Students are required to complete an examination 

which covers the systems of the human body and 
principles underpinning physical activity and sport.  

 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 
grade. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNITS 3 and 4 
 
42TUnit 3: Movement Skills and Energy for Physical Activity 
 
In this unit students are introduced to the biomechanical and skill acquisition principles used to analyse human movement 
skills and energy production from a physiological perspective. Students use a variety of tools and techniques to 
analyse movement skills and apply biomechanical and skill acquisition principles to improve and refine movement 
in physical activity, sport and exercise. They use practical activities to demonstrate how correct application of these 
principles can lead to improved performance in physical activity and sport. 
 
42TAreas of Study42T  
 
1. How Are Movement Skills Improved?: This area of study examines the biomechanical and skill acquisition principles 

that can be applied when analysing and improving movement skills used in physical activity and sport. Through 
coaching and involvement in a variety of practical activities, students investigate and analyse movements to 
develop an understanding of how the correct application of biomechanical and skill acquisition principles leads to 
greater efficiency and accuracy in movement skills. 

 
2. How Does the Body Produce Energy?: This area of study explores the various systems and mechanisms associated 

with the production of energy required for human movement. They consider the cardiovascular, respiratory and 
muscular systems and the roles of each in supplying oxygen and energy to the working muscles. They examine the 
way in which energy for activity is produced by the three energy systems and the associated fuels used for activities 
of varying intensity and duration. Students also consider the many factors contributing to fatigue as well as 
recovery strategies used to return to pre-exercise conditions. Through practical activities students explore the 
interplay of the energy systems during physical activity. 
 

42TUnit 4: Training to Improve Performance  
 
In this unit students analyse movement skills from a physiological, psychological and sociocultural perspective, 
and apply relevant training principles and methods to improve performance within physical activity at an individual, 
club and elite level. Improvements in performance, in particular fitness, depend on the ability of the individual and/ 
or coach to gain, apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding of training. Students analyse skill frequencies, 
movement patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios to determine the requirements of an activity. Students 
consider the physiological, psychological and sociological requirements of training to design and evaluate an 
effective training program. 
 
42TAreas of Study42T  
 
1. What Are the Foundations of an Effective Training Program?: This area of study focuses on the information required 

to form the foundation of an effective training program.  They use data from an activity analysis and determine the 
fitness requirements of a selected physical activity. They also use data collected from participating in a series of 
fitness tests to inform the design of the training program. 

 
2. How is Training Implemented Effectively to Improve Fitness?: This area of study focuses on the implementation and 

evaluation of training principles and methods from a practical and theoretical perspective. They consider the manner 
in which fitness can be improved through the application of appropriate training principles and methods. Students 
identify and consider components of an exercise training session, they monitor, record and adjust training. Students 
explain the chronic adaptations to the cardiovascular, respiratory and muscular systems.  
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42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• collect and analyse information from, and participate 

in, a variety of physical activities to develop and refine 
movement skills from a coaching perspective, through 
the application of biomechanical and skill acquisition 
principles 

• use data collected in practical activities to analyse how 
the major body and energy systems work together to 
enable movements to occur, and explain the factors 
causing fatigue and suitable recovery strategies 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• analyse data from an activity analysis and fitness tests 

to determine and assess the fitness components and 
energy system requirements of the activity  

• participate in a variety of training methods 
• design and evaluate training programs to enhance 

specific fitness components 

 
42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Test  
 Students are required to complete a series of 

structured questions that draw on primary data which 
analyses a movement skill using biomechanical and 
skill acquisition principles. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Laboratory Report 
 Students are required to complete a laboratory report 

based on primary data collected during participation in 
a practical activity, which analyses the relative 
contribution of energy systems and acute responses to 
exercise. 

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
.3.  Written Report  
 Students are required to complete a response in one 

or more of the following forms, which focus on energy 
system interplay fatigue and/or recovery: 
• a practical laboratory report 
• a case study analysis 
• a data analysis 
• a critically reflective folio/diary of participation in 

practical activities 
• a visual presentation 
• a multimedia presentation 
• structured questions  

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
 

 
1. Written Report 
 Students are required to prepare a written report 

analysing data from an activity analysis to determine 
the relevant fitness components and energy system 
requirements in a selected activity, and including 
justification of the selection of appropriate tests to 
assess fitness. 

 This task contributes 30 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Reflective Folio 

Students are required to present a reflective folio of 
participation in a minimum of five different training 
sessions focusing on the components of the session, 
the training method completed and the 
implementation of training principles to the fitness 
components being trained. 
This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
 

3. Written Report 
Students are required to submit a written report which 
draws on the personal experiences recorded in the 
folio to design a six-week training program for a given 
case study. 
This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
 

4. Written Response 
Students are required to complete a written response 
in one or more of the following formats, which link 
chronic adaptations of the cardiovascular, respiratory 
and muscular systems to training methods and 
improved performance: 
• a case study 
• a data analysis 
• structured questions 
This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
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42TAssessment42T  
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework:42T Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent.  
 
42TWritten Examination: 42Tstudents are required to complete a set of multiple choice and short answer questions under 
examination conditions. This examination is completed without the use of technology.  
 
42TT42This task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score.  
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HUMANITIES FACULTY 

 
 
 
 
Australian and Global Politics                        Units 1 and 2 

Business Management Units 1 and 2 

Business Management Units 3 and 4 

Geography Units 1 and 2 

Geography Units 3 and 4 

History – Twentieth Century Units 1 and 2 

History – Revolutions Units 3 and 4 

Legal Studies Units 1 and 2 

Legal Studies Units 3 and 4 

Certificate III in Christian Ministry 
and Theology – Vetamorphus  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
You care for the land and water 
it; you enrich it abundantly. The 
streams of God are filled with 
water to provide the people 
with grain, for so you have 
ordained it. 
 

Psalm 65: 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For everything that was written 
in the past was written to teach 
us, so that through endurance 
and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope. 
 

Romans 15: 4 
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AUSTRALIAN AND GLOBAL POLITICS UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: Ideas, Actors and Power 
 
In this unit students are introduced to the key ideas relating to the exercise of political power. They explore how 
these ideas shape political systems and in particular the characteristics of liberalism. They consider the nature of 
power in Australian democracy and in a non-democratic political system. They also explore the nature and influence 
of key political actors in Australia: political parties, interest groups and the media. All these forms of participation 
in Australian democracy influence the political agenda. 
 
Areas of Study 
  
1. Power and Ideas: This area of study provides students with a general introduction to the concept and significance  

of politics, power, authority and legitimacy. Students are introduced to the political spectrum: left, right, radical,   
conservative. They explore ideas that shape political systems including liberal democracy, socialism, fascism,  
authoritarianism and theocracy. 
 

2. Political Actors and Power: This area of study explores the roles and functions of key political actors in the Australian 
system.  Students will explore the ways social media and the 24-hour news cycle influence political debate. 

 
Unit 2: Global Connections  
 
In this unit students are introduced to the global community and the global actors that are part of this community. In Area 
of Study 1 students explore the myriad ways lives have been affected by the increased interconnectedness – the 
global links – of the world through the process of globalisation. In Area of Study 2, students consider the extent to 
which global actors cooperate and share visions and goals as part of the global community. They investigate the 
ability of the global community to manage areas of global cooperation and to respond to issues of global conflict 
and instability. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Global Links: This area of study considers how citizens and global actors in the 21st century interact and connect 

with the world.  Students investigate key political, economic and social links throughout the global community.  
They explore and apply two key theories about global politics: realism and cosmopolitanism. 

 
2. Global Cooperation and Conflict: This area of study investigates the concept of a global community through 

considering contemporary case studies of global cooperation and conflict. Students consider the extent to which 
this notion of a cosmopolitan global community can effectively deal with global challenges posed by the realist 
perspective of some global actors. 

 
Unit 1 Outcomes  Unit 2 Outcomes  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• identify and explain key ideas relating to the exercise 

of political power, and analyse and evaluate different 
approaches to governmental power by comparing 
Australian democracy with a non-democratic political 
system 

• explain and analyse the roles and functions of political 
parties, interest groups and the media and their 
influence on participation in Australian politics 
 
 
 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• identify and analyse the social, political and economic 

interconnections created by globalisation and evaluate 
Australia’s participation in the global community 

• describe and analyse the extent to which global actors 
can effectively manage cooperation, conflict and 
instability in relation to selected case studies 
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Unit 1 Assessment Tasks Unit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Case Study 

This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final  
grade. 
 

2. Assignment 
This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
3. Examination 

This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final  
grade. 
 

 
1. Case Study 

This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final  
grade. 
 

2. Assignment 
This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
3. Examination 

This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final  
grade. 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: Planning A Business 
 
In this unit students explore the factors affecting business ideas and the internal and external environments within 
which businesses operate, and the effect of these on planning a business. 
 
Areas of Study 
  
1. The Business Idea: This area of study investigates how business ideas are created and how conditions can be 

fostered for new business ideas to emerge. New business ideas are formed through a range of sources, such as 
identifying a gap in the market, technological developments and changing customer needs. Students explore some 
of the issues that need to be considered before a business can be established. 

 
2. External Environment: This area of study considers factors from the external environment such as legal, political, 

social, economic, technological, global and corporate social responsibility factors and the effects these may have on 
the decisions made when planning a business. Students investigate how the internal environment relates to the 
external environment and the effects of this relationship on planning a business. 

 
3. Internal Environment: This area of study explores the factors within the internal environment and consider how 

planning decisions may have an effect on the ultimate success of a business. 
 
Unit 2: Establishing a Business  
 
In this unit students focus on the establishment phase of a business’s life. Establishing a business involves complying 
with legal requirements as well as making decisions about how best to establish a system of financial record keeping, 
staff the business and establish a customer base. In this unit students examine the legal requirements that must be 
satisfied to establish a business. They investigate the essential features of effective marketing and consider the best way 
to meet the needs of the business in terms of staffing and financial record keeping. Students analyse various 
management practices in this area by applying this knowledge to contemporary business case studies from the past four 
years. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Legal Requirements and Financial Considerations: This area of study introduces students to the legal requirements 

and financial considerations that are vital to establishing a business.  
 
2. Marketing a Business: This area of study develops students understanding that marketing encompasses a wide range 

of management practices, from identifying the needs of the target market and establishing a brand presence, through 
to considerations on price, product features and packaging, promotion, place, people, physical evidence and 
processes. They also consider effective public relations strategies and the benefits and costs these can bring to a 
business. 

 
3. Staffing a Business: This area of study examines the staffing requirements that will meet the needs and objectives of 

the business and contribute to productivity and effectiveness. Students consider the opportunities that the skills 
and capabilities of staff can contribute to the business, the legal obligations that must be addressed and the 
relationship between employers and employees within a business. 
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Unit 1 Outcomes  Unit 2 Outcomes  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• describe how and why business ideas are created and 

developed, and explain the methods by which a 
culture of business innovation and entrepreneurship 
may be fostered in a nation 

• describe the external environment of a business and 
explain how the macro and operating factors within it 
may affect business planning 

• describe the internal business environment and 
analyse how factors from within it may affect 
business planning 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• explain the importance when establishing a business of 

complying with legal requirements and financial record 
keeping, and establishing effective policies and 
procedures 

• explain the importance of establishing a customer base 
and a marketing presence to achieve the objectives of 
the business, analyse effective marketing and public 
relations strategies and apply these strategies to 
business-related case studies 

• discuss the staffing needs for a business and evaluate 
the benefits and limitations of management strategies 
in this area from both an employer and an employee 
perspective 
 

 
Unit 1 Assessment Tasks Unit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Test: The Business Idea 

This assessment contributes 15 per cent to the final  
grade. 
 

2. Test: External Environment 
This assessment contributes 15 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
3. Test: Internal Environment 

This assessment contributes 15 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
4. Folio: Business Plan 

This assessment contributes 15 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
5. Examination 
 Students are required to complete an examination 

which covers all of the topics studied.  
This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 

 
1. Test: Legal Requirements 

This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
2. Test: Marketing 

This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
3. Test: Human Resources 

This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
4. Folio: Business Plan 

This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
5. Examination 
 Students are required to complete an examination 

which covers all of the topics studied. 
This assessment contributes 50 per cent to the final  
grade. 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: 42TManaging a Business 
     
In this unit students explore the key processes and issues concerned with managing a business efficiently and effectively 
to achieve the business objectives. Students examine the different types of businesses and their respective objectives. 
They consider corporate culture, management styles, management skills and the relationship between each of these. 
Students investigate strategies to manage both staff and business operations to meet objectives. Students develop an 
understanding of the complexity and challenge of managing businesses and through the use of contemporary business 
case studies from the past four years have the opportunity to compare theoretical perspectives with current practice. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Business Foundations: This area of study introduces students to the key characteristics of businesses and their 

stakeholders. Students investigate potential conflicts between and the different demands of stakeholders on a 
business. They examine a range of management styles and management skills that may be used when managing a 
business and apply these to contemporary business case studies. 

 
2. Managing Employees: This area of study investigates essential factors such as motivation and training involved in 

effectively managing employees during their time at a business to ensure the business objectives are achieved. They 
consider Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, Locke and Latham’s Goal Setting Theory and Lawrence and Nohria’s Four 
Drive Theory of motivation. Students gain an overview of workplace relations, including the main participants and 
their roles in the dispute resolution process. 

 
3. Operations Management: This area of study examines operations management and consider the best and most 

responsible use of available resources for the production of a quality final good or service in a competitive, global 
environment. 

 
Unit 4: Transforming a Business 
 
In this unit students consider the importance of reviewing key performance indicators to determine current performance 
and the strategic management necessary to position a business for the future. Students study a theoretical model to 
undertake change, and consider a variety of strategies to manage change in the most efficient and effective way to 
improve business performance. They investigate the importance of leadership in change management. Using a 
contemporary business case study from the past four years, students evaluate business practice against theory 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Reviewing Performance – The Need for Change: This area of study develops students their understanding of the 

need for change. Managers regularly review and evaluate business performance through the use of key performance 
indicators and use the results to make decisions concerning the future of a business. Students investigate the ways a 
business can search for new business opportunities as a source of future business growth and consider current 
forces for change on a business. They apply Lewin’s Force Field Analysis theory to contemporary case studies and 
consider approaches to strategic management, using Porter’s (1985) Generic Strategies. 
 

2. Implementing Change: This area of study explores how businesses respond to evaluation data. It is important for 
managers to know where they want a business to be positioned for the future before implementing a variety of 
strategies to bring about the desired change. Students consider the importance of leadership in change 
management, how leaders can inspire change and the effect change can have on the stakeholders in a business. 
They consider the principles of Senge’s Learning Organisation and apply the Three Step Change Model (Lewin) in 
implementing change in a business. Using a contemporary business case study from the past four years, students 
evaluate business practice against theory, considering how corporate social responsibility can be incorporated into 
the change process. 
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Unit 3 Outcomes  Unit 4 Outcomes  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• describe and analyse the context in which large-scale 

organisations operate  
• discuss and analyse major aspects of the internal 

environment of large-scale organisations 
• discuss and analyse strategies related to operations 

management 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• analyse and evaluate practices and processes related 

to human resource management  
• analyse and evaluate the management of change in 

large-scale organisations, and evaluate the impact of 
change on the internal environment of a large-scale 
organisation 

 
 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Structured questions 
 Students are required to complete a test and case 

study in which they discuss and analyse the context in 
which large-scale organisations operate.  

 This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Structured questions 
 Students are required to complete a test and case 

study in which they discuss and analyse major aspects 
of the internal environment of large-scale 
organisations.  

 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
3. Structured questions 
 Students are required to complete a test and case 

study in which they discuss and analyse strategies 
related to operations management.   

 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
 

 
1. Structured questions (Part 1)  
 Students are required to analyse and evaluate 

practices and processes related to human resource 
management.  

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Structured questions (Part 2) 
 Students are required to analyse and evaluate 

practices and processes related to human resource 
management.  

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
3. Test  
 Students are required to complete a test in which they 

analyse and evaluate the management of change in a 
large-scale organisation, and evaluate the impact of 
change on the internal environment of a large-scale 
organisation.  

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
 

 
Assessment 
  
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent 
 
Written Examination: students are required to answer questions under examination conditions on all the key 
knowledge and key skills that underpin the outcomes in Units 3 and 4.  
 
This task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score. 
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GEOGRAPHY UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 142T: Hazards and Disasters 
 
In this unit students examine the processes involved with hazards and hazard events, including their causes and impacts, 
human responses to hazard events and interconnections between human activities and natural phenomena.  The unit 
investigates how people have responded to specific types of hazards, including attempts to reduce vulnerability to, and 
the impact of, hazard events. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Characteristics of Hazards: This area of study examines hazards and hazard events, before engaging in a study of at 

least two specific hazards at a range of scales. They study one from at least two different types of hazards from the 
list provided. The selection of hazards allows students to use visual representations and topographical maps at 
various scales and undertake fieldwork. 

 
2. Response to Hazards and Disasters: This area of study explores the nature and effectiveness of specific measures and 

consider actions taken after hazards become harmful and destructive disasters. They study natural and human factors 
influencing the nature of human responses, considering the scale of the hazard, levels of risk due to hazards, past 
experiences and perceptions of similar hazards and hazard events, the economic choices available to government 
organisations and communities to take action, available technological resources and the ability to plan and develop 
effective prevention and mitigation measures. Students investigate the human responses to the hazards selected in 
Area of Study 1, with reference to a variety of locations. 

 
 

Unit 2:  Tourism  
 
In this unit students investigate the characteristics of tourism, with particular emphasis on where it has developed, its 
various forms, how it has changed and continues to change and its impacts on people, places and environments. 
Students select contrasting examples of tourism from within Australia and elsewhere in the world to support their 
investigations.  
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Characteristics of tourism: This area of study examines the characteristics of tourism, the location and distribution 

of different types of tourism and tourist destinations and the factors affecting different types of tourism. Students 
support this investigation with contrasting examples from within Australia and elsewhere in the world.  

 
2. Impact of tourism: This area of study explores the environmental, economic and socio-cultural impacts of different 

types of tourism. They investigate at least one tourism location, using appropriate fieldwork techniques, and another 
elsewhere in the world. Students evaluate the effectiveness of measures taken to enhance the positive impacts and/or 
to minimise the negative impacts at these locations. 

 
 

Unit 1 Outcomes Unit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse, describe and explain the nature of hazards 

and impacts of hazard events at a range of scales 
• analyse and explain the nature, purpose and 

effectiveness of a range of responses to selected 
hazards and disasters 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse, describe and explain the nature of tourism at 

a range of scales  
• analyse and explain the impacts of tourism on people, 

places and environments and evaluate the 
effectiveness of strategies for managing tourism 
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Unit 1 Assessment Tasks Unit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1.  Spatial Concepts: Natural Hazards and Natural 

Disasters Test 
     This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2.  Fieldwork Report –Bushfires Response and Recovery 
     This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3.  Geological Disasters Test 
     This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4: Hydro-Meteorological Test 
     This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
5.  Examination 

This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade 

 

 
1.  Presentation on Tourist Destination  
      Students are to present on a tourist destination of their 

choice. Students are to explain how natural and human 
factors affect the tourist destination 

     This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2.  Data Analysis of Australian and World Tourism 

Information 
Students will complete a data analysis test on data 
related to tourism within Australia and the rest of the 
world.  
This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade.  

 
3.  Fieldwork Report 
      Students will have to complete a Fieldwork Report 

based upon a specific tourist destination.  
      This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination 
     Students will complete a written examination.  
     This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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GEOGRAPHY UNITS 3 and 4 
 
42TUnit 342T: Changing the Land 
 
In this unit students focuses on two investigations of geographical change: change to land cover and change to land 
use.  Land cover includes biomes such as forest, grassland, tundra and wetlands, as well as land covered by ice and 
water. 
Students investigate three major processes that are changing land cover in many regions of the world:  
• deforestation  
• desertification, and  
• melting glaciers and ice sheets. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Land Use Change: This area of study develops appropriate fieldwork techniques and secondary sources to investigate 

the processes and impacts of land use change in a local area. This change may have recently occurred, is underway 
or is planned for the near future. 

 
2. Land Cover Change: This area of study provides an overview of global land cover and changes that have occurred over 

time. They investigate three major processes that are changing land cover: deforestation, desertification and melting 
glaciers and ice sheets. They analyse these processes, explain their impacts on land cover and discuss responses to 
these land cover changes at three different locations in the world – one location for each process. They also evaluate 
three different global responses to the impacts of land cover change, one global response for each process. 

 
 

Unit 4:  Human Population – Trends and Issues  
 
In this unit students investigate the geography of human populations. They explore the patterns of population change, 
movement and distribution, and how governments, organisations and individuals have responded to those changes in  
different parts of the world. Students also study population dynamics before undertaking an investigation into two  
significant population trends arising in different parts of the world. They examine the dynamics of populations and their  
economic, social, political and environmental impacts on people and places. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Population Dynamics: This area of study provides an overview of world population distribution and growth before 

investigating the dynamics of population change over time and space. Through the study of population dynamics 
students investigate growth and decline in fertility and mortality, together with population movements. Students 
study forced and voluntary, and internal and external, population movements and how they can be long term or 
short term. 

 
2. Population Issues and Challenges: This area of study investigates two significant population trends that have 

developed in different parts of the world: a growing population of one country and an ageing population of another 
country. Students place these trends and resulting issues and challenges in their world regional context. Students 
investigate issues arising from each population trends include, among others, meeting healthcare and social service 
needs. Students investigate issues arising from each population trend, the challenges that arise in coping with the 
issues, and their interconnection with population dynamics. They evaluate the effectiveness of strategies in response 
to these issues and challenges. Strategies can be selected from government and/or non-government organisations. 
Comparison of strategies is undertaken within each selected country. 
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Unit 3 Outcomes Unit 4 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse, describe and explain land use change and 

assess its impacts 
• analyse, describe and explain processes that result in 

changes to land cover and discuss the impacts and 
responses resulting from these changes 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse, describe and explain population dynamics on 

a global scale 
• analyse, describe and explain the nature of significant 

population issues and challenges in selected locations 
and evaluate responses 
 

  

Unit 3 Assessment Tasks Unit 4 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Data Analysis Test 

This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
 

2. Written Fieldwork Report 
This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
1. Data Analysis 

This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
 

2. Report 
This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
 

 
    Assessment 

  
     School Assessed Coursework:  Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent 

 
     Written Examination: students are required to answer questions under examination conditions on all the key  

               knowledge and key skills that underpin the outcomes in Units 3 and 4.  
 

       This task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score. 
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HISTORY – TWENTIETH CENTURY UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 142T: Twentieth Century History 1918-1939 
 
In this unit students explore the nature of political, social and cultural change in the period between the world wars. 
World War One is regarded by many as marking the beginning of twentieth century history since it represented 
such a complete departure from the past and heralded changes that were to have an impact for decades to come. The 
post-war treaties ushered in a period where the world was, to a large degree, reshaped with new borders, 
movements, ideologies and power structures. 
The period after World War One was characterised by significant social and cultural change in the contrasting 
decades of the 1920s and 1930s. New fascist governments used the military, education and propaganda to impose 
controls on the way people lived, to exclude particular groups of people and to silence criticism. In Germany, 
the persecution of the Jewish people became intensified. In the USSR, millions of people were forced to work in 
state-owned factories and farms and had limited personal freedom. Japan became increasingly militarised and 
anti-western. In the USA, the consumerism and material progress of the 1920s was tempered by the Great Crash 
of 1929. Writers, artists, musicians, choreographers and filmmakers reflected, promoted or resisted political, 
economic and social changes. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Ideology and Conflict: This area of study explores the events, ideologies and movements of the period after World 

War One; the emergence of conflict; and the causes of World War Two. They investigate the impact of the treaties 
which ended the Great War and which redrew the map of Europe and broke up the former empires of the defeated 
nations. They consider the aims, achievements and limitations of the League of Nations. 

 
2. Social and Cultural Change: This area of study focuses on the social life and cultural expression in the 1920s and 1930s 

and their relation to the technological, political and economic changes of the period. Students explore particular forms 
of cultural expression from the period in one or more of the following contexts: Italy, Germany, Japan, USSR and/or 
USA. 

 
Unit 2:  Twentieth Century History 1945-2000 
 
In this unit students explore the nature and impact of the Cold War and challenges and changes to existing political, 
economic and social arrangements in the second half of the twentieth century. 
The establishment of the United Nations in 1945 was intended to take an internationalist approach to avoiding 
warfare, resolving political tensions and addressing threats to human life and safety. The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights adopted in 1948 was the first global expression of human rights. The second half of the twentieth century 
was dominated by the competing ideologies of democracy and communism, setting the backdrop for the Cold War. 
The period also saw challenge and change to the established order in many countries. New countries were created and 
independence was achieved through both military and diplomatic means. Old conflicts also continued and terrorism 
became increasingly global. The second half of the twentieth century also saw the rise of social movements that 
challenged existing values and traditions, such as the civil rights movement, feminism and environmental movements. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Competing Ideologies: This area of study focuses on causes and consequences of the Cold War; the competing 

ideologies that underpinned events, the effects on people, groups and nations, and the reasons for the end of this 
sustained period of ideological conflict. 

 
2. Challenge and Change: This area of study focuses on the ways in which traditional ideas, values and political systems 

were challenged and changed by individuals and groups in a range of contexts during the period 1945 to 2000. 
Students explore the causes of significant political and social events and movements, and their consequences for 
nations and people. 
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Unit 1 Outcomes Unit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• explain the consequences of the peace treaties which 

ended World War One, the impact of ideologies on 
nations and the events that led to World War Two 

• explain patterns of social life and cultural change in 
one or more contexts, and analyse the factors which 
influenced changes to social life and culture, in the 
inter-war years 

 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• explain the ideological divisions in the post-war period 

and analyse the nature, development and impact of 
the Cold War on nations and people, in relation to one 
or more particular conflicts in the period 

• explain the causes and nature of challenge and change 
in relation to two selected contexts in the second half 
of the twentieth century and analyse the 
consequences for nations and people 
 

 
 

Unit 1 Assessment Tasks Unit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Essay   
 Students are required to develop an argument 

examining the role and impact of a key individual, 
group, event or movement (social, cultural or political). 

     This assessment contributes to 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Analysis of Primary Sources 
 Students will be given a range of documents that may 

include visual images or written text to analyse the role 
of a key individual, group or movement (social, cultural 
or political). 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Analysis of Historical Interpretations 
 Students will examine different historian perspectives 

relating to a key individual, group, event or movement 
(social, cultural or political). 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Historical Inquiry 
 Students will select a topic to conduct and complete a 

research report on the role of a key individual, group, 
event or movement (social, cultural or political). 
This assessment contributes to 20 per cent to the final 
grade.  

 
5. Examination 

The examination will address content covered 
throughout Unit 1. This task will be completed within 
100 minutes under examination conditions and will be 
marked by the subject teacher. 
This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 

 
1. Essay 
 Students are required to develop an argument 

examining the causes that led to the Cold War.  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Analysis of Primary Sources 
 Students will be given a range of documents that may 

include visual images or written text to analyse the role 
of a key individual, group or movement (social, cultural 
or political) in relation to competing ideologies within 
the Cold War era. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Historical Inquiry 
 Students will select a topic to conduct and complete a 

research report on the role of a key individual, group, 
event or movement (social, cultural or political). 
This assessment contributes to 20 per cent to the final 
grade.  

 
4. Analysis of Historical Interpretations 
 Students will examine different historian perspectives 

relating to a key individual, group, event or movement 
(social, cultural or political). 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

  
5. Examination  

The examination will address content covered 
throughout Unit 2. This task will be completed within 
100 minutes under examination conditions and will be 
marked by the subject teacher. 
This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 
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HISTORY – REVOLUTIONS UNITS 3 and 4 
 
42TUnits 3 and 4: 42TThe French Revolution42T and the Russian Revolution 
 
In units 3 and 4, students investigate the significant historical causes and consequences of political revolution and 
develop an understanding of the complexity and multiplicity of causes and consequences of the French and Russian 
Revolutions. They construct arguments about the past using primary sources as evidence and evaluate the extent to 
which the revolutions brought change to the lives of people. They consider how perspectives of the revolutions give an 
insight into the continuity and change experienced by those who lived through dramatic revolutionary moments. 
Students evaluate historical interpretations about the causes and consequences of revolutions and the effects of change 
instigated by the new order created in each country. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
1. Causes of Revolution: This area of study analyses the long-term causes and short-term triggers of the French and 

Russian Revolutions. They evaluate how revolutionary outbreaks were caused by the interplay of significant events, 
ideas, individuals and popular movements and assess how these were influenced by the social, political, economic 
and cultural conditions. Students analyse significant events and evaluate how particular conditions influenced and 
contributed to the revolution.  

       They consider triggers in France, such as, the calling of the Estates-General and the influence of enlightenment 
thinking on French society. 

       They consider ideologies in Russian such as Leninism and how Marxist ideas challenged autocracy. 
 
 Time Frames:  
       The French Revolution from 1774 to October 1789 (Accession of Louis XVI to the throne to The October Days 1789) 
       The Russian Revolution from 1896 to October 1917 (Coronation of Tsar Nicholas to the 25th October Revolution 

1917). 
 
2. Consequences of Revolution: This area of study analyses the consequences of the French and Russian Revolutions 

and evaluate the extent to which they brought change to their respective societies. The success of the revolutions 
was not inevitable; therefore, students analyse the significant challenges that confronted the new regimes after the 
initial outbreak of revolution. Furthermore, they evaluate the success of the new regime’s responses to these 
challenges and the extent to which the consequences of revolution resulted in dramatic and wide reaching social, 
political, economic and cultural change, progress or decline.  

 
 Time Frames: 
       The French Revolution from October 1789 to 1795 (The October Days to the dissolution of the Convention Year III) 
       The Russian Revolution from October 1917 to 1927 (Early Sovnarkom decrees to the end of the NEP) 
 

 
 

Unit 3 Outcomes Unit 4 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse the causes of the French Revolution, and 

evaluate the contribution of significant ideas, events, 
individuals and popular movements 

• analyse the consequences of the French Revolution 
and evaluate the extent of change brought to society 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse the causes of the Russian Revolution, and 

evaluate the contribution of significant ideas, events, 
individuals and popular movements 

• analyse the consequences of the Russian Revolution 
and evaluate the extent of change brought to society 
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Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. A Historical Inquiry 

Students are required to research a certain period and  
focus on how individuals, groups and events  
contributed to a revolutionary situation. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. An Analysis of Primary Sources 

Students complete an analysis of the contribution of 
an individual, group or event in the development of 
the revolution. Students will be given a range of 
documents that may include visual and/or written 
sources, to analyse the role of a key individual, group 
or event in the revolution. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
1. An Evaluation of Historical Interpretations 

Students are required to examine how specific  
challenges facing the emerging society have been  
interpreted over time by various historians.  

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. An Essay 

Students are required to develop an argument 
examining the importance of ideas, movements, 
leaders and events in the new society after the 
revolution. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit.  

 
 

 
42TAssessment  
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent. 
 
Written Examination: All the key knowledge and skills that underpin the outcomes of Units 3 and 4 are examinable.   
The duration of the exam is two hours and undertaken at the end of the year. 
 
This task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score. 
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LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 1: Guilt and Liability  
 
In this unit students develop an understanding of legal foundations, such as the different types and sources 
of law and the existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria. Students investigate key concepts of criminal law and 
civil law and apply these to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an accused may be found 
guilty of a crime, or liable in a civil dispute. In doing so, students develop an appreciation of the way in which legal 
principles and information are used in making reasoned judgments and conclusions about the culpability of an 
accused, and the liability of a party in a civil dispute. 
 
42TAreas of Study  
 
1.   Legal Foundations: This area of study develops a foundational knowledge of laws and the Australian legal 
      system. Students explore the role of individuals, laws and the legal system in achieving social cohesion and protecting 
      the rights of individuals. 
 
2. The Presumption of Innocence: This area of study develops an understanding of key concepts in criminal law and 

types of crime, and investigate two criminal offences in detail. 
 
3. Civil Liability: This area of study develops an understanding of key concepts in civil law and investigate two areas of 

civil law in detail. Possible areas of civil law could include negligence, defamation, nuisance, trespass and contracts. 
 
42TUnit 2: Issues in Civil Law 
  
In this unit students examine the rights that are protected by civil law, as well as the obligations that laws impose. 
Investigation of cases and issues leads to an understanding of the role of civil law in society and the impact on 
individuals. The resolution of civil disputes through the courts and alternative methods is examined and their 
effectiveness is evaluated. 
  
42TAreas of Study 
  
1.    Sanctions: This area of study investigates key concepts in the determination of a criminal case, including 
       the institutions that enforce criminal law, and the purposes and types of sanctions and approaches to sentencing 
 
2.    Remedies: This area of study develop an appreciation of key concepts in the resolution of a civil case, including the 
       methods used and institutions available to resolve disputes, and the purposes and types of remedies. 
 
3.   Rights: This area of study examines the ways in which rights are protected in Australia and compare this approach  
      with that of another country. Based on this comparison, students consider possible reforms to the ways rights are  
      protected in Australia. 
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42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• describe the main sources and types of law, and assess 

the effectiveness of laws 
• explain the purposes and key concepts of criminal law, 

and use legal reasoning to argue the criminal 
culpability of an accused based on actual and/or 
hypothetical scenarios 

• explain the purposes and key concepts of criminal law, 
and use legal reasoning to argue the criminal 
culpability of an accused based on actual and/or 
hypothetical scenarios 

 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• explain key concepts in the determination of a criminal 

case, and discuss the principles of justice in relation to 
the determination of criminal cases, sanctions and 
sentencing 

• explain key concepts in the resolution of a civil 
dispute, and discuss the principles of justice in relation 
to the resolution of civil disputes and remedies 

• evaluate the ways in which rights are protected in 
Australia, compare this approach with that adopted by 
another country and discuss the impact of an 
Australian case on the rights of individuals and the 
legal system 

 
  

42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks  
 
1. Tests 
 Students are required to answer a set of questions 

that are relevant to the key knowledge and key skills 
for the particular outcome. There will be two tests in 
Unit One. 

 These tests will contribute 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Case Study 
 Students are required to complete one of the 

following tasks: 
 a) Research a particular legal case or element of the 

legal system and a report on the findings 
 b) Respond to a set of questions relating to a case 

study 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Examination 
 Students are required to respond to a collection of 

short-answer and extended response questions 
covering all areas of study in relation to Unit 1. The 
task is designed to assess students’ knowledge of legal 
concepts studied. 

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
 

 
1. Tests 
 Students are required to complete topic tests 

conducted throughout the unit. They will complete a 
set of questions relevant to the key knowledge and 
skills for the particular outcome. 

 These tests will contribute to 40 per cent of the final 
grade. 

 
2.  Oral Presentation 
 Students are required to research and present an area 

of civil law to the class.  
 This task will contribute to 20 per cent of the final 

grade. 
 
3.   Report 
      Students are required to produce a written report of 

research undertaken.   
 This task will contribute to 20 per cent of the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination 
 Students are required to respond to a collection of 

short-answer and extended response questions 
covering all areas of study in relation to Unit 2. The 
task is designed to assess students’ knowledge of legal 
concepts studied. 

 This task will contribute to 20 per cent of the final 
grade. 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
 
 
 

UNITS 3 and 4 
 
42TUnit 3: Rights and Justice  
 
In this unit students focus on examining the methods and institutions in the justice system and consider their 
appropriateness in determining criminal cases and resolving civil disputes. Students consider the Magistrates’ Court, 
County Court and Supreme Court within the Victorian court hierarchy, as well as other Victorian legal institutions and 
bodies available to assist with cases. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
  
1.   The Victorian Criminal Justice System: This area of study explores the criminal justice system, its range of personnel  
       and institutions and the various means it uses to determine a criminal case.  
  
2.    The Victorian Civil Justice System: This area of study considers the factors relevant to commencing a civil claim,  
        examine the institutions and methods used to resolve a civil dispute and explore the purposes and types of  
        remedies. 
 
42TUnit 4: The People and the Law 
 
In this unit students explore how the Australian Constitution establishes the law-making powers of the Commonwealth 
and state parliaments, and protects the Australian people through structures that act as a check on parliament in 
law-making. Students develop an understanding of the significance of the High Court in protecting and interpreting 
the Australian Constitution. They investigate parliament and the courts, and the relationship between the two in 
law-making, and consider the roles of the individual, the media and law reform bodies in influencing law reform. 
 
42TAreas of Study  
 
1.    The People and the Australian Constitution: This area of study examines the relationship between the Australian  
        people and the Australian Constitution and the ways in which the Australian Constitution acts as a check on  
        parliament in law-making. 
  
2.     The People, the Parliament and the Courts: This area of study students investigate factors that affect the ability of  
         parliament and courts to make law. They examine the relationship between parliament and courts in law-making  
         and consider the capacity of both institutions to respond to the need for law reform. 
 

 
42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• explain the rights of the accused and of victims in the 

criminal justice system, discuss the means used to 
determine criminal cases and evaluate the ability of 
the criminal 

• analyse the factors to consider when initiating a civil 
claim, discuss the institutions and methods used to 
resolve civil disputes and evaluate the ability of the 
civil justice system 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• discuss the significance of High Court cases involving 

the interpretation of the Australian Constitution and 
evaluate the ways in which the Australian Constitution 
acts as a check on parliament in law-making 

• discuss the factors that affect the ability of parliament 
and courts to make law, evaluate the ability of these 
law-makers to respond to the need for law reform, 
and analyse how individuals, the media and law 
reform bodies can influence a change in the law 
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42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Parliament Test  
 Students will complete a set of test questions that are 

relevant to the key knowledge and key skills for 
Outcome 1. 

       This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit.                  

 
2. The Constitution and Rights  
 Students will complete a set of questions that are 

relevant to the key knowledge and key skills for 
Outcome 2. 

       This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit.  

 
3. Role of the Courts 
 Students will complete a set of structured questions 

requiring extended responses which cover the 
relevant key knowledge and key skills for Outcome 3. 

       This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 

 
1. Dispute Resolution  
 Students will complete a set of questions that are 

relevant to the key knowledge and key skills for 
Outcome 1. 

       This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit.  

                 
2. Court Processes and Procedures 
 Students will complete a set of test questions that are 

relevant to the key knowledge and key skills for 
Outcome 2. 

       This task contributes 60 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
  

 
 
42TAssessment42T  
 
42TSchool Coursework Assessment:42T Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent.  
 
42TWritten Examination:42T this task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score 
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CERTIFICATE III IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AND 
THEOLOGY – VETA MORPHUS  

 

 

 
Course Code: 10432NAT 
 
Vetamorphus is a national discipleship program which focuses on raising up a generation of young leaders to reach 
beyond the potential they see in themselves into the potential God has prepared for them. Vetamorphus is part of 
Vocational Education Training and counts towards your VCE Certificate. This program offers Year 11 and 12 students the 
opportunity to invest in their spiritual development whilst working toward their academic goals. Vetamorphus is based 
on an action/reflection model of learning, giving students the opportunity to not just learn about theology but the 
chance to put it into practice in their day to day lives. 
 
Students who wish to undertake Vetamorphus must first discuss this with the VCE Coordinator. Please note that 
selection of Vetamorphus incurs an additional cost. Further information can also be found on the Vetamorphus course 
website: 32Thttp://vetamorphus.com32T  
 

Core Units Title 
CMTTHE301A Identify how Christian Scripture, life and practice are understood today 
CMTTHE302A Identify theological data 
CMTTHE303A Identify a range of information within a theological theme or issue 
CMTTHE304A Identify new theological insights 
CMTMIN301A Identify theological knowledge in relation to the Christian way of life 
CMTMIN302A Communicate theology in everyday language 
Elective Units Title 
CHCGROUP302D Supports Group Activities 
BSBFLM312C Contribute to team effectiveness 

 
Course Components 
 
Ministry Practice 
Students participate in ministry experiences of their choice. The ministry practice is about developing a heart to serve, 
whilst discovering and growing in their gifts. Students may serve in their school, church or wider community.  
 
Retreats 
Students are a part of three weekend retreats. Students gather together with their peers from all over the state to be 
equipped and inspired through times of worship, personal reflection, teaching and group activities. Students will attend 
three weekend retreats. 
 
Peer Group 
Students meet weekly with a supervisor and other students during each school term. Peer group includes learning 
exercises and student presentations, with an emphasis on group discussion. 
 
Bible Engagement 
Students engage with the majority of the New Testament, journaling their insights, discoveries and questions. These 
reflections are then discussed each week with their Peer Group. Students will complete three readings per week over 
the course of thirty weeks and participate in a range of Journaling activities. 
 
Mentoring 
Students meet regularly with a mature Christian in a mentoring relationship. The mentor provides support and 
encouragement to the student as they journey through Vetamorphus. Students will attend a minimum of seven 
mentoring meetings. 
 
Christian Community 
Students gather together regularly in Christian Community, discovering what it means to be a part of the Body of Christ.  
 

http://vetamorphus.com/
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LANGUAGES FACULTY 

 
 
 
 
German Units 1 and 2 

German Units 3 and 4 

Japanese Units 1 and 2 

Japanese Units 3 and 4 

   

 

 

 
And this gospel of the kingdom 
will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all 
nations. 
 

Matthew 24: 14 
 
 
 
 

Be still and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the 
nations, I will be exalted in the 
earth. 
 

Psalm 46: 10 
 

 
 
 
 
Sing to the Lord, praise his 
name; proclaim his salvation day 
after day. Declare his glory 
among the nations, his 
marvellous deeds among all 
peoples. 
 

Psalm 96: 2 
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GERMAN UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1 and 2  
 
The areas of study for German Second Language comprise themes and topics, text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary 
and grammar. They are common to each unit of the course, and are designed to be drawn upon in an integrated way, as 
appropriate to the linguistic needs of the student, and the outcomes for the unit. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
The themes and topics are the vehicle through which the student will demonstrate achievement of the outcomes, in the 
sense that they form the subject of the activities and tasks the student undertakes.  
The text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary and grammar are linked, both to each other, and to the themes and topics. 
Together, as common areas of study, they add a further layer of definition to the knowledge and skills required for 
successful achievement of the outcomes. 
The common areas of study provide the opportunity for the student to build upon what is familiar, as well as develop 
knowledge and skills in new and more challenging areas. Students will study the following themes and topics: 
 
42TUnit 142T     
 
1. The Individual – family and friends, peer pressure and relationships 
2. The German Speaking Communities – traditions and festivals 
3. The Changing World – youth issues and popular culture 
 
42TUnit 2 42T  
 
1.  The Individual – hobbies and leisure pursuits 
2. The German Speaking Communities – the history of German unification 
3. The Changing World – looking after our natural environment 
 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• establish and maintain a spoken or written exchange 

related to personal areas of experience 
• listen to, read and obtain information from spoken 

and written texts 
• produce a personal response to a text focusing on real 

or imaginary experience 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• participate in a spoken or written exchange related to 

making arrangements and completing transactions 
• listen to, read, and extract and use information and 

ideas from spoken and written texts 
• give expression to real or imaginary experience in 

spoken or written form  
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42TUnit 142T 42TAssessment Tasks42T  42TUnit 242T 42TAssessment Tasks42T  
 
1. Oral Task 
 Students are required to complete a two to three 

minute general conversation about their family, 
friends, hobbies and interests. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Listening Tasks 
 Students are required to complete a listening and 

responding task on the topic of festivals. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Reading Tasks 
 Students are required to complete a reading and 

responding task on youth issues.  
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Written Response 
 Students are required to complete a writing task about 

cyber bullying.  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
5. Examination  
 Students will complete an examination at the end of 

the unit.  
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Writing Task 
 Students are required to complete an informative 

article about German reunification.  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Listening Tasks 
 Students are required to complete a listening and 

responding task about teenagers’ hobbies. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Reading Task 
 Students are required to complete a reading and 

responding task about German reunification. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Oral Task 
 Students are required to complete a three minute oral 

presentation on protecting the natural environment. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
5. Examination  
 Students will complete an examination at the end of 

the unit.  
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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GERMAN UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3 and 4  
 
The areas of study for German comprise themes and topics, text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary and grammar. They 
are common to each unit of the course, and are designed to be drawn upon in an integrated way, as appropriate to the 
linguistic needs of the student, and the outcomes for each unit. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
The themes and topics are the vehicle through which the student will demonstrate achievement of the outcomes, in 
the sense that they form the subject of the activities and tasks the student undertakes.  
The text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary and grammar are linked, both to each other, and to the themes and topics. 
Together, as common areas of study, they add a further layer of definition to the knowledge and skills required for 
successful achievement of the outcomes. 
The common areas of study provide the opportunity for the student to build upon what is familiar, as well as develop 
knowledge and skills in new and more challenging areas. 
Students will study the following themes and topics: 
 
42TUnit 342T     
 
1. The Individual – school routine and future plans  
2. The German Speaking Communities – clichés and cultural diversity 
3. The Changing World – tourism in Australia and Europe 
 
42TUnit 4 42T  
 
1.  The Individual – physical and mental health 
2. The German Speaking Communities – German music with a message 
3. The Changing World – protecting our natural environment 
 

 
Unit 3 Outcomes Unit 4 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• express ideas through the production of original texts 
• analyse and use information from spoken texts 
• exchange information, opinions and experiences 

 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse and use information from written texts 
• respond critically to spoken and written texts which 

reflect aspects of the language and culture of the 
Japanese speaking communities 
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Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Writing Task 
 Students are required to complete a 250 word 

personal piece about school life.  
 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Response Task 
 Students are required to complete a listening and 

responding task.  
 This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
3. Role Play 
 Students are required to present a three to four 

minute role play, focusing on the resolution of an 
issue.  

 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

  

 
1. Response Task 
 Students are required to complete a reading and 

responding task. 
 This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Writing Task 
 Students are required to complete a 250-300 word 

informative report.  
 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
3. Interview 
 Students are required to complete a three to four 

minute interview on an issue related to texts covered 
in class.  

 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
 
 
Assessment   
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent  
 
Oral examination: 42TThe oral component of the examination contributes 12.5 per cent to the final study score. 
 
Written examination: this consists of three sections, Listening and Responding, Reading and Responding and Writing in 
German. 
 
This task contributes 37.5 per cent of the final study score to this subject. 
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JAPANESE UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1 and 2  
 
The areas of study for Japanese Second Language comprise themes and topics, text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary 
and grammar. They are common to all four units of the course, and are designed to be drawn upon in an integrated 
way, as appropriate to the linguistic needs of the student, and the outcomes for each unit. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
The themes and topics are the vehicle through which the student will demonstrate achievement of the outcomes, in the 
sense that they form the subject of the activities and tasks the student undertakes.  
The text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary and grammar are linked, both to each other, and to the themes and topics. 
Together, as common areas of study, they add a further layer of definition to the knowledge and skills required for 
successful achievement of the outcomes. 
The common areas of study provide the opportunity for the student to build upon what is familiar, as well as develop 
knowledge and skills in new and more challenging areas. Students will study the following themes and topics: 
 
42TUnit 142T     
 
1. The Individual  
2. The Japanese Speaking Communities  
3. The Changing World  
 
42TUnit 2 42T  
 
1.  The Individual  
2. The Japanese Speaking Communities  
3. The Changing World  
 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• establish and maintain a spoken or written exchange 

related to personal areas of experience 
• listen to, read and obtain information from spoken 

and written texts 
• produce a personal response to a text focusing on real 

or imaginary experience 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• participate in a spoken or written exchange related to 

making arrangements and completing transactions 
• listen to, read, and extract and use information and 

ideas from spoken and written texts 
• give expression to real or imaginary experience in 

spoken or written form  
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42TUnit 142T 42TAssessment Tasks42T  42TUnit 242T 42TAssessment Tasks42T  
 
1. Oral Task 
 Students will participate in a two to three minute 

general conversation about the student’s personal 
world. 

 This assessment contributes 15 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Listening Task   
 Students listen to spoken texts to obtain information 

to complete notes, charts or tables in Japanese or 
English. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Reading Task  
 Students read written texts to obtain information to 

complete questions in Japanese or English. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Writing Task 
42T Students will complete a 350 ji writing task related to 

topics studied.42T  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
5. Examination  
 Students will complete a final examination at the end 

of the unit. 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Writing Task 
 Students will complete a 400 ji writing task related to 

topics studied.     
 This assessment contributes 15 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Listening Task 
 Students listen to spoken texts to obtain information 

and then reorganise the information and ideas in a 
different text type. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Reading Task 
 Students read written texts to obtain information and 

then reorganise the information and ideas in a 
different text type.  

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Speaking Task 
 Students will present a three minute oral presentation 

related to a real or imaginative experience. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
5. Examination  

42TStudents will complete a final examination at the end  
42Tof the unit. 
This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 
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JAPANESE UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3 and 4  
 
The areas of study for Japanese Second Language comprise themes and topics, text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary 
and grammar. They are common to each unit of the course, and are designed to be drawn upon in an integrated way, 
as appropriate to the linguistic needs of the student, and the outcomes for each unit. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
The themes and topics are the vehicle through which the student will demonstrate achievement of the outcomes, in 
the sense that they form the subject of the activities and tasks the student undertakes.  
The text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary and grammar are linked, both to each other, and to the themes and topics. 
Together, as common areas of study, they add a further layer of definition to the knowledge and skills required for 
successful achievement of the outcomes. 
The common areas of study provide the opportunity for the student to build upon what is familiar, as well as develop 
knowledge and skills in new and more challenging areas. 
Students will study the following themes and topics: 
 
42TUnit 342T     
 
1. The Individual  
2. The Japanese Speaking Communities  
3. The Changing World  
 
42TUnit 4 42T  
 
1.  The Individual  
2. The Japanese Speaking Communities  
3. The Changing World  
 

 
Unit 3 Outcomes Unit 4 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• express ideas through the production of original texts 
• analyse and use information from spoken texts 
• exchange information, opinions and experiences 

 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse and use information from written texts 
• respond critically to spoken and written texts which 

reflect aspects of the language and culture of the 
Japanese speaking communities 
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Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Writing Task 
 Students will complete a 500 ji personal or 

imaginative written piece.  
 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Response Task 
 Students respond to specific questions, messages or 

instructions, extracting and using information 
requested.  

 This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
3. Role Play 
 Students present a three to four minute role play, 

focusing on the resolution of an issue.  
 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
  

 
1. Response Task 
 Students respond to specific questions, messages or 

instructions, extracting and using information 
requested.  

 This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Writing Task  
 Students will complete a 600 ji informative, 

persuasive or evaluative written response. Eg. a 
report, comparison or review.  

 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
3. Interview  
 Students will participate in a three to four minute 

interview on an issue related to texts studied.  
 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 

 
 
Assessment   
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent  
 
Oral examination: 42TThe oral component of the examination contributes 12.5 per cent to the final study score. 
 
Written examination: this consists of three sections, Listening and Responding, Reading and Responding and Writing in 
Japanese. 
 
This task contributes 37.5 per cent of the final study score to this subject. 
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MATHEMATICS FACULTY 

 
 
Mathematics – Possible Courses 

Foundation Mathematics                                Units 1 and 2 

General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 

Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 

Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 

Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 

Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 

 
The Mathematics program at Hillcrest Christian College is designed to help students 
discover the rational order and harmony which has been imposed on the world by 
God and which He revealed to us in the language of Mathematics. We model and 
explore our Christian faith together, and promote the realisation of individual 
potential. By working as a team to form one vision of mathematical education, we 
provide consistency in a Christian environment where we take pride in the efforts 
and achievement of our students. 
 
It is an underlying principle of the Mathematics study that all students will engage in 
the following mathematical activities:  
 
1. Apply Knowledge and Skills: define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

selected content from the areas of study, and apply a range of related 
mathematical routines and procedures. 

 
2. Model, Investigate and Solve Problems: apply mathematical processes in non-

routine contexts, including situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or 
investigative techniques or approaches, and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics. 

 
3. Use Technology: select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, symbolic and 

statistical functionalities of technology to develop mathematical ideas, produce 
results and carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, modelling 
or investigative techniques or approaches. 

 

 
He determines the number of 
the stars and calls them each by 
name. Great is our Lord and 
mighty in power; his 
understanding has no limit. 
 

Psalm 147: 4 
 

 
 
 
 
For by him all things were 
created: all things in heaven and 
on earth; all things were created 
by him and for him. He is before 
all things and in him all things 
hold together. 
 

Colossians 1: 16, 17 
 
 
 
 
 
For the Lord gives wisdom, and 
from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding.  
 

Proverbs 2: 6 
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MATHEMATICS – POSSIBLE COURSES  
 

1.  Engineering, Science Engineering Courses  
  

UNITS 1 AND 2 
 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

AND 

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS  
UNITS 3 AND 4 

 
MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

AND 

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 
 

2.  Economics, Accounting, Science Courses 

 
 

UNITS 1 AND 2 
 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

AND 

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 
 

 
UNITS 3 AND 4 

 
MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

OR 

FURTHER MATHEMATICS 

3. Business, Accounting Courses 

 
 

UNITS 1 AND 2 
 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS 
  

UNITS 3 AND 4 
 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

OR 

FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 

4. Education, Nursing, Health Sciences Courses 

 
 

UNITS 1 AND 2 
 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS  UNITS 3 AND 4 
 

FURTHER MATHEMATICS 

5.   Education, Business Administration,  
      Nursing Courses  

 

UNITS 1 AND 2 
 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS  
 
 
 

6.   Foundation Course  
      (Some TAFE Certificate Courses) 

UNITS 1 AND 2 
 

FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS 
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FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS UNITS 1 and 2 
 
This is a general mathematics course designed specifically for those students who would not intend to undertake Unit 3 
and 4 studies in VCE Mathematics in the following year. The study aims to provide for the continuing mathematical 
development of students entering VCE, with a strong emphasis on the use of mathematics in practical contexts 
encountered in everyday life in the community, at work and at study. This course requires students to have a TI – 30XB 
MultiView scientific calculator. 
 
Units 1 and 2 
 
Areas of Study  
  
1. Space, shape and design 
 
2. Patterns and number 
 
3. Data 
 
4. Measurement 
 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes 42TUnit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• use and apply a range of mathematical concepts, skills 

and procedures from selected areas of study to solve 
problems based on a range of everyday and real-life 
contexts.  

• apply mathematical procedures to solve practical 
problems in both familiar and new contexts, and 
communicate their results 
select and use technology to solve problems in 
practical contexts.  

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• use and apply a range of mathematical concepts, skills 

and procedures from selected areas of study to solve 
problems based on a range of everyday and real-life 
contexts.  

• apply mathematical procedures to solve practical 
problems in both familiar and new contexts, and 
communicate their results 

• select and use technology to solve problems in 
practical contexts. 
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42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks42T  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 

1. Mathematical Skill Tests 
 Throughout the unit mathematical skill tests will be 

conducted. The final test grade will be determined by 
averaging the results of the topic tests. Students are 
required to complete each test satisfactorily.  

 This assessment contributes 15 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Investigations and Projects 
       For example, a report on an application of     
       mathematics such as costing of a birthday party,     
       budgeting for a holiday, a survey of types of television    
       programs or design of a car park.  
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Report 
       These activities will be based on the mathematics that 

students have encountered in their work or study; for 
example, a written or a multimedia or an oral 
presentation of wages calculations, materials 
estimation for a task, personal budgeting. This 
assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final grade. 

 
4.    Examination   
       At the completion of the unit all students will sit for 

an examination covering all of the topics studied. 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Mathematical Skill Tests 
 Throughout the unit mathematical skill tests will be 

conducted. The final test grade will be determined by 
averaging the results of the topic tests. Students are 
required to complete each test satisfactorily.  

 This assessment contributes 15 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Investigations and Projects 
       For example, a report on an application of     
       mathematics such as costing of a birthday party,     
       budgeting for a holiday, a survey of types of television    
       programs or design of a car park.  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Report 
       These activities will be based on the mathematics that 

students have encountered in their work or study; for 
example, a written or a multimedia or an oral 
presentation of wages calculations, materials 
estimation for a task, personal budgeting. This 
assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final grade. 

 
4.    Examination   
       At the completion of the unit all students will sit for 

an examination covering all of the topics studied. 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS UNITS 1 and 2 
 
This is a general mathematics course designed specifically for those students who intend to complete Further 
Mathematics Units 3 and 4 in Year 12. The study aims to consolidate the knowledge gained in Years 7 – 10 and provide a 
sound base for further study. Students should be maintaining an average result of at least 70% in Year 10 Mathematics 
(General) to consider undertaking this course. As this course utilises Computer Algebra Systems (CAS), students are 
required to have a TI-Nspire CX CAS calculator. 
 
Unit 1 
 
Areas of Study  
  
1. Geometry, Measurement and Trigonometry: Shape and Measurement 
 
2. Geometry, Measurement and Trigonometry: Applications of Trigonometry 
 
3. Arithmetic and Number: Financial Arithmetic 
 
4. Discrete Mathematics: Matrices 
 
5. Algebra and Structure: Linear Relations and Equations 
 
 
Unit 2     
 
Areas of Study  
  
1. Graphs of Linear and Non-Linear Relations: Linear Graphs and Models 
 
2. Discrete Mathematics: Number Patterns and Recursion 
 
3. Statistics: Investigating and Comparing Data Distributions    
 
4. Statistics: Investigating Relationships Between Two Numerical Values 
 
5. Discrete Mathematics: Graphs and Networks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VCE Handbook 2018 78 
 

42TUnit 1 Outcomes 42TUnit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

selected content from the areas of study, and apply a 
range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures 

• select and apply mathematical facts, concepts, 
models and techniques from the topics covered in the 
unit to investigate and analyse extended application 
problems in a range of contexts  

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

selected content from the areas of study, and apply a 
range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures 

• select and apply mathematical facts, concepts, 
models and techniques from the topics covered in the 
unit to investigate and analyse extended application 
problems in a range of contexts 

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches 

 
 

42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks42T  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Topic Tests 
 Students will complete topic tests throughout the 

unit. The final test grade will be determined by 
averaging the results of the topic tests. Students are 
required to complete each test satisfactorily.  

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Analysis Task 
 Students will complete a set of “problem-solving and 

investigative questions” which are to be completed 
during class time. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Examination 
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for 

an examination covering all of the topics studied. 
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Topic Tests 
 Throughout the unit topic tests will be conducted. The 

final test grade will be determined by averaging the 
results of the topic tests. Students are required to 
complete each test satisfactorily.  

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Analysis Task 
 Students will complete a set of “problem-solving and 

investigative questions” which are to be completed 
during class time. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Examination  
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for 

an examination covering all of the topics studied. 
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS  UNITS 1 and 2 
 
This study is designed for those students with a general interest in mathematics as well as providing a sound base for 
those students intending to undertake studies in the science and engineering fields. The concepts of functions and 
graphs and calculus form the major part of the material covered. This course also provides a good introduction to 
Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics that are taken at Units 3 and 4 level. Students should be maintaining 
at least an 80% grade average in Year 10 Mathematics (Advanced) to consider undertaking this course. As this course 
utilizes Computer Algebra Systems (CAS), students are required to have a TI-Nspire CX CAS calculator. 
 
Unit 1 
 
Areas of Study  
  
1. Functions and Graphs: This area of study covers the graphical representation of simple algebraic functions of a 

single real variable and the key features of functions and their graphs. This unit focuses on polynomial and power 
functions.   

 
2. Algebra: This area of study supports students’ work in the ‘Functions and Graphs’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Probability and 

Statistics’ areas of study, and content is to be distributed between Units 1 and 2. In Unit 1 the focus is on the 
algebra of polynomial functions of low degree and transformations of the plane.  

 
3. Probability and Statistics: This area of study introduces basic probability theory and covers the concepts of event, 

frequency, probability and representation of finite sample spaces and events using various forms such as lists, grids, 
Venn diagrams, Karnaugh maps, tables and tree diagrams. 

 
Unit 2 
 
Areas of Study  
  
1. Functions and Graphs: This area of study covers the graphical representation of functions of a single real variable 

and the key features of graphs of functions. This unit focuses on simple trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic 
functions.   

 
2. Algebra: This area of study supports students’ work in the ‘Functions and Graphs’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Probability and 

Statistics’ areas of study. In Unit 2 the focus is on the algebra of some simple transcendental functions and 
transformations of the plane. 

 
3. Calculus: This area of study covers first principles approach to differentiation, differentiation and anti-differentiation 

of polynomial functions and power functions by rule, and related applications including the analysis of graphs. 
 
4.    Probability and Statistics: This area of study covers introductory counting principles and techniques and their 

application to probability and the law of total probability in the case of two events. 
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42TUnit 1 Outcomes 42TUnit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

content from the areas of study, and to apply a range 
of related mathematical routines and procedures 

• apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, including situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches, and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics 

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

content from the areas of study, and to apply a range 
of related mathematical routines and procedures 

• apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, including situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches, and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics 

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches 

 
 

42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks42T  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Topic Tests  
 Students will complete topic tests throughout the 

unit. The final grade will be determined by averaging 
the results of the topic tests. 

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Analysis Task  
 Students will complete a set of “challenging 

problems” which are to be completed during class 
time.   

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Application Task 
 Students will complete one set application task for 

assessment. This task will be completed during class 
time. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Examination 
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for 

an examination covering all of the topics studied. The 
examination is divided into two parts: Part A – Short 
Answer questions and Part B – Multiple Choice and 
Extended Response questions. 

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 

 
1. Topic Tests 
 Students will complete topic tests throughout the 

unit.  The final grade will be determined by averaging 
the results of the topic tests.  

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Analysis Task 
 Students will complete a set of “challenging 

problems” which are to be completed during class 
time. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Application Task 
 Students will complete one set application task for 

assessment.  This task will be completed during class 
time. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Examination 
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for 

an examination covering all of the topics studied. The 
examination is divided into two parts: Part A – Short 
Answer questions and Part B – Multiple Choice and 
Extended Response questions. 

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNITS 1 and 2 
 
This course is intended to provide a solid introduction and grounding in the mathematics required for the combination 
of Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics in Units 3 and 4. The specific focus of this course will be the 
application of mathematics to science and engineering fields. Students should be maintaining at least a 90% grade 
average in Year 10 Mathematics (Advanced) to consider undertaking this course. As this course utilizes Computer 
Algebra Systems (CAS), students are required to have a TI-Nspire CX CAS calculator. 
 
Unit 1 
 
Areas of Study  
  
1. Arithmetic and Number: Number Systems and Recursion  
 
2. Geometry Measurement and Trigonometry: Vectors in the Plane  
 
3. Algebra and Structure: Transformations, Trigonometry and Matrices  
 
4. Arithmetic and Number: Principles of Counting 
 
 
Unit 2 

 
Areas of Study  
  
1. Geometry Measurement and Trigonometry: Geometry in the Plane and Proof  
 
2. Graphs of Linear and Non-Linear Relations: Graphs of Non-Linear Relations 
 
3. Graphs of Linear and Non-Linear Relations: Kinematics 
 
4. Statistics: Simulation, Sampling and Sampling Distributions 
 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes 42TUnit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

selected content from the areas of study, and apply a 
range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures 

• apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts 
and analyse and discuss these applications of 
mathematics 

• use technology to produce results and carry out 
analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques or approaches 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

selected content from the areas of study, and apply a 
range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures 

• apply mathematical processes in non-routine  
contexts and analyse and discuss these  
applications of mathematics 

• use technology to produce results and carry out 
analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques or approaches 
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42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks42T  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Topic Tests 
 Students will complete topic tests throughout the 

unit. The final grade will be determined by averaging 
the results of the topic tests. 

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Analysis Task  
 Students will complete a set of “challenging 

problems” which are to be completed during class 
time. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Application Task 
 Students will complete one set application task for 

assessment. This task will be completed during class 
time. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Examination 
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for 

an examination covering all of the topics studied.  
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Topic Tests 
 Students will complete topic tests throughout the 

unit. The final grade will be determined by averaging 
the results of the topic tests. 

 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Analysis Task  
 Students will complete a set of “challenging 

problems” which are to be completed during class 
time. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Application Task 
 Students will complete one set application task for 

assessment. This task will be completed during class 
time. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Examination 
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for 

an examination covering all of the topics studied. 
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS UNITS 3 and 4 
 
This study is designed for those students with a general interest in mathematics as well as providing a sound base for 
those students intending to undertake tertiary studies in the education and health science fields. Students should be 
maintaining at least an 80% grade average in Year 11 General Mathematics to consider undertaking the course. As this 
course utilizes Computer Algebra Systems (CAS), students are required to have a TI-Nspire CX CAS calculator. 
 
Further Mathematics consists of a compulsory core and a selection of two from the four optional modules.  
 
42TUnit 3 
 
42TArea of Study: Core 
 
1. Data Analysis: This area of study covers data distributions, associations between two variables, modelling linear 

associations and time series data. 
 
2. Recursion and Financial Modelling: This area of study covers the use of first-order linear recurrence relations and 

technology to model and analyse a range of financial situations, and solve related problems involving interest, 
appreciation and depreciation, loans, annuities and perpetuities. 

 
42TUnit 4 
 
42TArea of Study: Applications 
 
This area of study comprises two modules to be completed from a selection of four possible modules: 
• Matrices 
• Networks and Decision Mathematics 
• Geometry and Measurement 
• Graphs and Relations 
 

 
42TUnit 3 Outcomes  42TUnit 4 Outcomes  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in Area of 

Study 1 and apply mathematical techniques and 
models in routine contexts 

• select and apply the mathematical concepts, models 
and techniques as specified in Area of Study 1 in a 
range of contexts of increasing complexity 

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the two 

selected modules and apply related mathematical 
techniques and models in routine contexts 

• select and apply mathematical concepts, models and 
techniques from the two selected modules in a range 
of contexts of increasing complexity 

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry 
out analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques or approaches 
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42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Application Task 
 Students will complete an extended statistical analysis 

of data.  
 This task contributes 66.7 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit.  
 
2. Analysis Task 1 – Recursion and Financial Modelling 
 Students will complete a set of application questions 

requiring extended response analysis.  
 This task contributes 33.3 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 

 
1. Analysis Task 2 – Module 1 
 Students will complete an assignment covering a range 

of analysis questions.  
 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit.  
 
2. Analysis Task 3 – Module 2 
 Students will complete an assignment covering a range 

of analysis questions.  
 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit.   
 

 
 
42TAssessment  
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework42T: Unit 3 – 20 per cent, Unit 4 – 14 per cent.  
 
42TWritten Examination 1: 42Tstudents are required to complete a set of multiple-choice questions and short answer 
questions covering the core and optional modules chosen. This task will be completed under examination conditions.  
 
This task contributes 33 per cent to the final study score.  
 
42TWritten Examination 2: 42Tstudents are required to complete four extended answer questions, one from the core unit 
and one from each of the optional modules chosen.  
 
This task contributes 33 per cent to the final study score. 
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS  UNITS 3 and 4 
 
This study is designed for those students with a keen interest in mathematics, and provides a sound base for studies in 
mathematics at tertiary level. It is strongly recommended that students wishing to attempt these units have satisfactorily 
completed Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2. Students should be maintaining at least an 80% grade average in 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 to consider undertaking this course. It would also be beneficial for students to have 
completed Units 1 and 2 of Specialist Mathematics. As this course utilises Computer Algebra Systems (CAS), students are 
required to have a TI-Nspire CX CAS calculator.  
 
42TAreas of Study  
 
1. Functions and Graphs: This area of study covers transformations of the plane and the behaviour of some elementary 

functions of a single real variable. 
 
2. Algebra: This area of study covers cover the algebra of functions, including composition of functions, simple 

functional relations, inverse functions and the solution of equations covering the algebra of functions and the 
solutions of equations.  

 
3. Calculus: This area of study covers graphical treatment of limits, continuity and differentiability of functions of a 

single real variable, and differentiation, anti-differentiation and integration of these functions. This material is to be 
linked to applications in practical situations. 

 
4. Probability and Statistics: This area of study covers discrete and continuous random variables and their applications.  
 

 
42TUnit 3 Outcomes  42TUnit 4 Outcomes  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

selected content from the areas of study, and apply a 
range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures 

• apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, including situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches, and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics 

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

selected content from the areas of study, and apply a 
range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures 

• apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, including situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches, and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics 

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches 
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42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 

 
1. Application Task 
 Students will complete an extended investigation on 

Functions and Calculus.  
 This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit.   
 
 

 
1. Analysis Task 1 
 Students will complete an assignment covering a range 

of analysis questions from the Functions and Graphs 
and Calculus topics.  

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit.  

 
2. Analysis Task 2 
 Students will complete a set of application questions 

requiring extended response analysis from the 
Probability and Statistics topic.  

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

   
 

 
42TAssessment  
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework: 42TUnit 3 – 17 per cent, Unit 4 – 17 per cent.  
 
42TWritten Examination 1: 42Tstudents are required to complete a set of short answers under examination conditions. This 
examination is completed without the use of technology.  
 
This task contributes 22 per cent to the final study score.  
 
42TWritten Examination 242T: students are required to complete a set of multiple-choice questions and extended response 
questions under examination conditions. This examination is completed with the use of technology.  
 
This task contributes 44 per cent to the final study score.  
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNITS 3 and 4 
 
This study is designed for those students with a strong interest in mathematics and those intending to pursue 
mathematics at tertiary level. The course has a definite focus towards the mathematics required for engineering and 
science engineering and as such students should be maintaining at least a 90% grade average in Mathematical Methods 
Units 1 and 2 to consider undertaking this course. It is also advisable that students have completed Specialist 
Mathematics Units 1 and 2 as significant preparatory material is covered in these units. As this course utilizes Computer 
Algebra Systems (CAS), students are required to have a TI-Nspire CX CAS calculator. 
 
42TAreas of Study  
 
1. Functions and Graphs: This area of study covers inverse circular functions, reciprocal functions, rational functions 

and other simple quotient functions, the absolute value function, graphical representation of these functions, and 
the analysis of key features of their graphs. 

 
2. Algebra: This area of study covers the expression of simple rational functions as a sum of partial fractions; the 

arithmetic and algebra of complex numbers, including polar form; points and curves in the complex plane; 
introduction to factorisation of polynomial functions over the complex field; and an informal treatment of the 
fundamental theorem of algebra. 

 
3.  Calculus: This area of study covers advanced calculus techniques for analytic and numeric differentiation and 

integration of a range of functions, and combinations of functions; and their application in a variety of theoretical 
and practical situations. 

 
4. Vectors: This area of study covers the arithmetic and algebra of vectors, linear dependence and independence of a 

set of vectors, proof of geometric results using vectors, vector representation of curves in the plane and vector 
kinematics in one, two and three dimensions. 

 
5. Mechanics: This area of study covers an introduction to Newtonian mechanics, for both constant and variable 

acceleration. 
 
6. Probability and Statistics: This area of study covers statistical inference related to the definition and distribution of 

sample means, simulations and confidence intervals.   
 

 
42TUnit 3 Outcomes  42TUnit 4 Outcomes  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

selected content from the areas of study, and apply a 
range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures 

• apply mathematical processes with an emphasis on 
general cases, in non-routine contexts, and analyse 
and discuss these applications of mathematics 

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

selected content from the areas of study, and apply a 
range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures 

• select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry 
out analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques or approaches 
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42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Application Task 
 Students will complete a mathematical investigation 

involving content from two or more areas of study.  
 This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 

 
1. Analysis Task 1 
 Students will complete an assignment covering a range 

of analysis questions from two or more areas of study. 
 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit.  
 
2. Analysis Task 2 
 Students will complete a set of application questions 

requiring extended response analysis from the 
Mechanics topic.  

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
 

 
42TAssessment  
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework:42T Unit 3 – 17 per cent, Unit 4 – 17 per cent.  
 
42TWritten Examination 1: 42Tstudents are required to complete a set of short answer questions under examination 
conditions. This examination is completed without the use of technology.  
 
This task contributes 22 per cent to the final study score.  
 
42TWritten Examination 2: 42Tstudents are required to complete a set of multiple-choice questions and extended response 
questions under examination conditions. This examination is completed with the use of technology.  
 
This task contributes 44 per cent to the final study score. 
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PERFORMING ARTS FACULTY 

 
 
 
 
 
Drama Units 3 and 4 

Music Investigation Units 3 and 4 

Music Performance Units 1 and 2 

Music Performance Units 3 and 4 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
My heart is steadfast, O God, my 
heart is steadfast; I will sing and 
make music. 
 

Psalm 57: 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us come before him with 
thanksgiving and extol him with 
music and song. For the Lord is 
the great God, the great King 
above all gods. 
 

Psalm 95: 2, 3 
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DRAMA UNITS 3 and 4 
 
42TUnit 3 Areas of Study  
 
1. Devising and presenting non-naturalistic ensemble performance.  
 
2. Responding to devised ensemble performances. 
 
3. Analysing non-naturalistic performance selected from the prescribed VCE play list.  
 
42TUnit 4 Areas of Study  
 
1. Working with stimulus material.  
 
2.    Devising a non-naturalistic solo performance. 
 
3. Analysing devised non-naturalistic solo performance.  
 

 
42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• develop and present character(s) within a devised 

non-naturalistic ensemble performance 
• analyse the use of processes, techniques and skills to 

create and present a devised ensemble performance 
• analyse and evaluate a non-naturalistic performance 

from the prescribed VCE play list 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• devise a solo performance in response to stimulus 

material and describe the non-naturalistic qualities of 
the performance 

• create, develop and perform a non-naturalistic drama 
solo in response to a prescribed structure 

• analyse and evaluate the creation, development and 
presentation of a devised non-naturalistic solo 
performance 

 
42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework42T  42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework42T  
 
1. Development and presentation of character(s) within 

an ensemble performance 
 This task contributes 66.6 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Performance Analysis 

Students are required to analyse the development and 
performance of character(s) from the ensemble work 
developed for Outcome 1.  The analysis may be 
presented as either a written report or structured 
questions.  

 This task contributes to 16.7 per cent to the SAC score 
in this unit. 

  
3. Professional Performance Analysis and Evaluation 
 Students are required to analyse and evaluate a play 

selected from the Unit 3 play list.  The analysis may be 
presented as either a written report or structured 
questions. 
This task contributes 16.7 per cent to the SAC score in  
this unit. 

 
1. Written Analysis 
 Students are required to present a short written 

statement that identifies the non-naturalistic qualities 
of their response to the stimulus material, and 1 to 3 
minute presentation of a solo response to stimulus 
material. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent of the SAC score in 
this unit. 

  
2.    Written Report 

Students are required to prepare a written report that 
uses the language of drama to analyse and evaluate  
the solo performance developed in Outcome 2. 
This task contributes 50 per cent of the SAC score in  
this unit. 
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42TAssessment  
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework: 42TUnit 3 – 30 per cent, Unit 4 – 10 per cent.  
 
42TPerformance Examination: Students create a seven minute solo performance based on a character from VCAA 
prescribed structures.  
 
This task contributes 35 per cent to the final study score.  
 
42TWritten Examination:42T Students will answer a series of questions requiring short and extended responses. Stimulus 
material, dramatic elements, performance styles and conventions may be provided for some questions. 
 
42TT42This task contributes 25 per cent to the final study score. 
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MUSIC INVESTIGATION UNITS 3 and 4 
 
42TUnit 3 and 4: Music Investigation 
 
In these units students research performance in a Focus Area selected by the student and performance of works that 
are representative of that Focus Area. Students’ research of music characteristics and performance practices 
representative of the Focus Area underpins the Investigation, Composition/arrangement/improvisation and 
Performance areas of study. Aural and theoretical musicianship skills are developed across all areas of study. 
 
42TAreas of Study Unit 3 
  
1. Investigation: This area of study requires students to select and describe a Focus Area and research issues relevant 

to performance practice in that Focus Area. They use aural comprehension, music theory and general musicianship 
knowledge and skills as they listen critically to recordings of performances and examine relevant texts including 
musical scores. 

 
2. Composition/Improvisation/Arrangement: This area of study requires students to create a folio of composition or 

arrangement exercises, sketches, or recorded improvisations that demonstrate understanding of the Focus Area. 
They undertake a variety of composition/improvising/arranging tasks to explore characteristics typical of the sample 
of works studied in Outcome 1 and works selected for performance.   

 
3. Performance: This area of study requires students to plan, rehearse and perform a program of works representative 

of the selected Focus Area. They develop relevant instrumental and performance techniques and apply 
performance practices to build their expertise as performers. 

 
42TAreas of Study Unit 4 
 
1. Investigation: This area of study requires students to use their learning from Unit 3 Outcome 1 and further research 

to reflect on and evaluate their interpretive approaches to the music works being prepared for performance. This 
research extends students’ understanding of the possibilities for performance that balance relevant personal, 
stylistic, practical, technological, historical and cultural influences. 

 
2. Composition/Improvisation/Arrangement: This area of study requires students to complete an original composition, 

improvisation and/or arrangement that demonstrates music characteristics of the Focus Area and works selected 
for performance. Students apply their understanding of idiomatic instrumental techniques, performance 
conventions, performer abilities and other practical considerations as they create and refine the work for 
performance. 

 
3. Performance: This area of study students to prepare and present a program of works of diverse character that are 

relevant to their selected Focus Area. The selected program supports students in strengthening their expertise as 
instrumentalists and performers, and further develops their knowledge of relevant performance practices and 
conventions. 

 
 

42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• demonstrate understanding of performance practices, 

context/s and influences on music works 
• improvise and/or arrange and discuss music 

characteristics and performance practices 
• present a performance of music works that 

communicates understanding of the Focus Area 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• evaluate and present their interpretive approach to a 

program of music works 
• compose/improvise/arrange and perform a music 

work and discuss the use of music characteristics, 
instrumental techniques, performance techniques and 
conventions in the work 
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• demonstrate artistic intent and understanding of the 
Focus Area in a cohesive and engaging performance of 
music works 
 

 
42TUnit 3 Assessment Tasks  42TUnit 4 Assessment Tasks  

 
1. Report 
 Students are required to present a report discussing 

characteristics, techniques and performance practices 
of works in their selected Focus Area. 

 This task contributes 80 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Performance 
 Students are required to demonstrate performance 

techniques, technical work and exercises that relate 
to the Focus Area. 

 This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 

 
1. Composition/Improvisation/Arrangement 
 Students are required to perform a music work and 

provide an explanation of how the work is 
representative of the Focus Area. 

 This task contributes 80 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Performance 
 Students are required to demonstrate performance 

techniques, technical work and exercises that relate 
to the Focus Area. 

 This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
 

 
Assessment 
 
School Assessed Coursework:  Unit 3 – 25 per cent, Unit 4 – 25 per cent.  
 
Solo/Group Performance End-of-Year Examination: students perform works in a formal setting either as a soloist or as 
a member of a group.  
 
This task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score.  
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 1 and 2: Music Performance 
 
These units are designed for students who wish to develop their performance skills in the area of Music and it is 
achieved in both solo and group performance contexts. In addition, students study and develop skills for presenting 
effective performance, develop skills in aural comprehension, musical analysis and organisation of sound. Students 
present solo and group performances demonstrate prepared technical work and perform previously unseen music. 
 
42TAreas of Study Unit 1 
  
1. Performance: This area of study includes solo and group performance, interpretation, improvisation, studies of 

other performers. 
 
2. Performance Technique: This area of study includes development and optimisation of technical skills required for 

performance in both solo and group contexts. 
  
3. Musicianship: This area of study includes development of students’ skills in recognition and use of music language 

relevant to performance, such as interpretation of music notation, written and aural comprehension skills.  
 
42TAreas of Study Unit 2 
 
1. Performance: This area of study includes solo and group performance, technical work, interpretation, improvisation 

and studies of other performers.  
 
2. Performance Technique: This area of study includes development and optimisation of technical skills required for 

performance in both solo and group contexts. 
  
3. Musicianship: This area of study includes development of students’ skills in recognition and use of music language 

relevant to performance, such as interpretation of music notation, written and aural comprehension skills.  
 
4. Organisation of Sound: This area of study includes using a variety of processes and structures to create original 

works as a composition or improvisation.  
 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• demonstrate developing performance and 

presentation skills in performing contrasting ranges of 
work in solo and group contexts, selected technical 
exercises and unprepared performance 

• analyse and evaluate selected skills required and 
influences on works for performance and approaches 
to optimise performance of those works 

• recognise, sing and write scales, intervals and chords; 
transcribe melodies; use conventions in music 
notation and language; describe how instruments are 
used in combination; and analyse music works 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• prepare and perform a musically engaging program of 

group and solo works  
• demonstrate techniques used in performance of 

selected works, demonstrate unprepared performance 
skills and describe influences on their approach to 
performance  

• identify, re-create, notate and transcribe elements of 
music, and describe how selected elements of music 
have been interpreted in performance  

• devise a composition or an improvisation that uses 
music language evident in work/s being prepared for 
performance  
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42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks  

 
1. Performances   
 Students complete performances of at least three 

works including at least one group work. The duration 
of the performances will vary depending on the works 
selected. 

 This assessment contributes 70 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Technical Work and Exercises 
 Students complete a demonstration of technical work 

and exercises and an explanation of how selected 
technical work and exercises support their 
development as an instrumentalist and their 
preparation of works performed for Outcome One. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Examination 
 Students are required to complete a written and aural 

test. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
 

 
1. Performances 
 Students complete performances of at least three 

works including at least one group work. The duration 
of the performances will vary depending on the works 
selected. 

 This assessment contributes 60 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Technical Work and Exercises 
 Students complete a demonstration of technical work 

and exercises and an explanation of how selected 
technical work and exercises support their 
development as an instrumentalist and their 
preparation of works performed for Outcome One. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Composition 
 Students are required to prepare a composition 

and/or improvisation exercises and accompanying 
documentation that describes use of music language 
in the exercise/s. The documentation may be 
presented in either a multimedia or written format. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Examination 
 Students are required to complete a written and aural 

test. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3 and 4: Music Performance 
 
In these units students focus on the preparation and performance of solo or group works and a solo or group 
performance program. Students use performance techniques to develop understanding of interpretation of a range of 
styles, musical structures and characteristics. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Performance: This area of study focuses on development of instrumental or vocal skills needed to prepare and 

perform a variety of works in either group or solo performance contexts.  
 
2. Performance Technique: This area of study develops consistency in all technical aspects on students’ main 

performance instrument relevant to the works selected for either solo or group performance.  
 
3. Musicianship: This area of study focuses on application of knowledge and development of aural perception and 

theory skills which will assist students to successfully perform and interpret works in a range of styles. 
 

 
Unit 3 Outcomes  Unit 4 Outcomes  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• interpret and perform accurately and artistically 

selected solo or group works in a range of styles  
• perform a study, technical work and exercises on their 

main instrument and works that demonstrate 
unprepared performance skills 

• write and describe selected musical elements using 
the language of music, analysing similarities and 
differences between interpretations in performance of 
excerpts from ensemble works  

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• interpret and perform, accurately and artistically 

selected solo or group works in a range of styles 
• perform a study, technical work and exercises on their 

main instrument and works that demonstrate 
unprepared performance skills  

• write and describe selected musical elements using 
the language of music, analysing similarities and 
differences between interpretations in performance of 
excerpts from ensemble works 
 

 
Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Technical Performance 
 Students are required to demonstrate development of 

a technical program and podcast rationale.  
 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Aural, Analysis, and Written Theory Tasks  
 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 

 
1. Technical Performance 
 Students are required to demonstrate development of 

technical program and oral report rationale.  
 This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
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Assessment 
 
School Assessed Coursework:  Unit 3 – 20 per cent, Unit 4 – 10 per cent.  
 
Solo/Group Performance Examination: students perform works in a formal setting either as a soloist or as a member of 
a group.  
 
This task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score.  
 
Aural and Written Examination: students answer a series of aural and theory questions set in a 90 minute exam paper.  
 
This task contributes 20 per cent to the final study score.  
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SCIENCE FACULTY 

 
 
 
 
 
Agricultural and Horticultural Studies Units 3 and 4 

Biology Units 1 and 2 

Biology Units 3 and 4 

Chemistry Units 1 and 2 

Chemistry Units 3 and 4 

Physics Units 1 and 2 

Physics Units 3 and 4 

Psychology Units 1 and 2 

Psychology Units 3 and 4 

 
 
 

 

 
In his hand are the depths of the 
earth, and the mountain peaks 
belong to him. The sea is his for 
he made it, and his hands 
formed the dry land. Come, let 
us bow down in worship, let us 
kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. 

Psalm 95: 4 – 6 
 
 
 
And God said, “Let the land 
produce living creatures 
according to their kinds: 
livestock, creatures that move 
along the ground, and wild 
animals, each according to its 
kind.” And it was so 

Genesis 1: 24 
 
 
Then God said, “Let us make 
man in our image, in our 
likeness, and let them rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds 
of the air, over the livestock, 
over all the earth, and over all 
the creatures that move along 
the ground. 

Genesis 1: 26 
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AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL STUDIES  UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: Technology, Innovation and Business Practices 
 
In this unit, technology refers to the equipment, management techniques and processes that can be used to maintain 
and/or enhance efficiency and effectiveness of agricultural and horticultural systems in order to achieve socially, 
economically and environmentally sustainable agricultural and horticultural systems. Students develop an 
understanding of the range of available equipment and processes that may be used in agricultural and horticultural 
businesses, including the current commonly used technologies and innovative technologies. They learn how the 
capabilities of equipment and application of processes assists decision making and management practices in agricultural 
and horticultural enterprises. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. Current Management Techniques: This area of study focuses on technology and practices commonly used in 

agriculture and/or horticulture. Using a case study approach, students explore the technologies and management 
techniques used by one or two fully commercial agricultural and/or horticultural business(es).  

 
2. New or Emerging Technology: This area of study focuses on new or emerging technology that has been adopted by 

only a small number of agricultural and/or horticultural businesses. Students source recent publications and search 
the Internet to assist in their research. 

 
 3. Business Design: This area of study requires students to design a small business project, including aspects of 

production, marketing and financial planning, for a small commercial agricultural and/or horticultural business that 
involves the management of living plants and/or animals. Students consider production strategies for local, national 
and global markets, including value adding within the supply chain. They analyse and plan for financial, 
environmental and occupational health and safety risks, taking into account the quality standards related to the 
business. 

 
Unit 4: Sustainable Management  
 
In this unit students focus on environmental sustainability and the management of agricultural and horticultural systems 
within the context of economic, social and environmental factors. The unit takes a holistic ecological approach to issues 
associated with land, plant and animal management. Students apply the principles and concepts of such an approach 
across a range of agricultural and horticultural situations. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Sustainability in Agriculture and Horticulture: This area of study focuses on concepts of environmental sustainability 

and how they relate to productivity. Students learn that the ability to identify, rectify and prevent environmental 
degradation is intrinsic to sustainable practice, and involves an understanding of how ecological and production 
management practices work together to create sustainable businesses. Students consider the effects of climate 
change and the need to adapt management techniques in response to these effects. 

 
2. Resource Management and Maintenance: This area of study considers sustainable resource management practices 

within agricultural and/or horticultural systems. Students examine case studies that explore economic, social and 
environmental resources, concepts and strategies that apply to agricultural and/or horticultural businesses. 
Students learn about the development of a property management plan. Students use a scientific approach to aid in 
environmental management.  

 
3.   Business Plan Implementation and Evaluation: This area of study requires students to continue to operate the small 

business project that they commenced in Unit 3, Outcome 3. Students continue to monitor progress, modify 
operations as required, and record the production skills used in management of the small business. Students 
evaluate the performance of the business against its business plan and make recommendations to improve the 
sustainability of the business. 
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42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:  
• analyse and evaluate a range of technologies 

commonly used in agricultural and/or horticultural 
businesses, and explain the reasons for the selection 
and application of technology for a specific business 

• describe and analyse a range of new or emerging 
technologies, and evaluate the likely impact of a 
selected innovation on the sustainability of a specific 
agricultural and/or horticultural business 

• design, implement and report on progress of a small 
commercial agricultural and/or horticultural business 
that involves the management and care of living plants 
or animals 

 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:  
• explain and evaluate sustainable resource 

management practices within agriculture and/or 
horticulture, and analyse adaptation in response to 
climate change 

• apply and analyse management techniques that 
promote the economic, social and environmental 
sustainability of agricultural and/or horticultural 
businesses 

• monitor the progress of, and complete the operation 
of, a small business project, and evaluate and report 
on its operation and outcomes in relation to the 
business plan, and its adherence to sustainability 
concepts 
 

 
42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
  
1. Modification of the farm environment 
 Students are required to analyse and evaluate a range 

of technologies commonly used in agricultural and/or 
horticultural businesses, and explain the reasons for 
the selection and application of technology for a 
specific business 

 This task contributes 30 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Technology research report 
 Students are required to describe and analyse a range 

of new or emerging technologies, and evaluate the 
likely impact of a selected innovation on the 
sustainability of a specific agricultural and/or 
horticultural business. 

 This task contributes 20 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
3. Business report 
 Students are required to design, implement and report 

on the progress of a small commercial agricultural 
and/or horticultural business that involves the 
management and care of living plants or animals. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 

  
1. Environmental factors 
 Students are required to explain and evaluate 

sustainable resource management practices within 
agriculture and/or horticulture, and analyse 
adaptations in response to climate change. 

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Land degradation and reclamation 
 Students are required to apply and analyse 

management techniques that promote the economic, 
social and environmental sustainability of agricultural 
and/or horticultural businesses. 

 This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
3. Business report 
 Students are required to monitor the progress of, and 

complete the operation of, a small business project, 
and evaluate and report on its operation and outcomes 
in relation to the business plan, and its adherence to 
sustainability concepts. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 

 
 
Assessment  
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 33 per cent, Unit 4 – 33 per cent. 
 
Written Examination: students are required to complete a written examination which covers all of the topics studied. 
 
This task contributes 34 per cent to the final study score.  
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BIOLOGY UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: How Do Living Things Stay Alive? 
 
In this unit students are introduced to some of the challenges to an organism in sustaining life. Students examine 
the cell as the structural and functional unit of life, from the single celled to the multicellular organism, and the 
requirements for sustaining cellular processes in terms of inputs and outputs. They analyse types of adaptations that 
enhance the organism’s survival in a particular environment and consider the role homeostatic mechanisms play in 
maintaining the internal environment. Students investigate how a diverse group of organisms form a living    
interconnected community that is adapted to, and utilises, the abiotic resources of its habitat. The role of a keystone 
species in maintaining the structure of an ecosystem is explored. Students consider how the planet’s biodiversity 
is classified and the factors that affect the growth of a population.  
Students should be maintaining at least an 80% grade average in Year 10 Science B or a 70% grade average in Science A 
to consider undertaking this course. 
 
Areas of Study 
   
1. How do Organisms Function? This area of study focuses on the structure and functioning of cells and how the 

plasma membrane contributes to survival by controlling the movement of substances into and out of the cell. 
 
2. How do Living Systems Sustain Life? This area of study focuses on the structural, physiological and behavioural 

adaptations of a range of organisms that enable them to survive in a particular habitat and to maintain a viable 
population size over time. 

 
3. Practical Investigation: This area of study requires students to develop a question, plan a course of action to answer 

the question, undertake an investigation to collect the appropriate primary qualitative and/or quantitative data, 
organise and interpret the data and reach a conclusion in response to the question. 

 
Unit 2: How is Continuity of Life Maintained?   
 
In this unit students focus on cell reproduction and the transmission of biological information from generation to 
generation. Students learn that all cells are derived from pre-existing cells through the cell cycle. They examine the 
process of DNA replication and compare cell division in both prokaryotic and eukaryotic organisms. Students explore 
the mechanisms of asexual and sexual reproductive strategies, and consider the advantages and disadvantages 
of these two types of reproduction. The role of stem cells in the differentiation, growth, repair and replacement of 
cells in humans is examined, and their potential use in medical therapies is considered. Students use chromosome 
theory and terminology from classical genetics to explain the inheritance of characteristics, analyse patterns of 
inheritance, interpret pedigree charts and predict outcomes of genetic crosses. They explore the relationship between 
genes, the environment and the regulation of genes in giving rise to phenotypes. They consider the role of genetic 
knowledge in decision making about the inheritance of autosomal dominant, autosomal recessive and sex-linked 
genetic conditions. In this context the uses of genetic screening and its social and ethical issues are examined. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. How Does Reproduction maintain the Continuity of Life?: This area of study investigates the need for the cells of 

multicellular organisms to multiply for growth, repair and replacement. 
 
2. How is Inheritance Explained?: This area of study builds on students’ understanding of the nature of genes and the 

use of genetic language to read and interpret patterns of inheritance and predict outcomes of genetic crosses. 
 
3. Investigation of an Issue: This area of study applies and extends students’ knowledge and skills developed in Areas 

of Study 1 and/or 2 to investigate an issue involving reproduction and/or inheritance. 
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Unit 1 Outcomes Unit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• investigate and explain how cellular structures and 

systems function to sustain life 
• explain how various adaptations enhance the survival 

of an individual organism, investigate the relationships 
between organisms that form a living community and 
their habitat, and analyse the impacts of factors that 
affect population growth 

• design and conduct a practical investigation into the 
survival of an individual or a species 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• compare the advantages and disadvantages of asexual 

and sexual reproduction, explain how changes within 
the cell cycle may have an impact on cellular or tissue 
system function and identify the role of stem cells in 
cell growth, differentiation and therapies 

• apply an understanding of genetics to describe patterns 
of inheritance, analyse pedigree charts, predict 
outcomes of genetic crosses and identify the implication  
of the uses of genetic screening and decision making 
related to inheritance 

• investigate and communicate a substantiated response 
to a question related to an issue in genetics and/or 
reproductive science 
 

 
Unit 1 Assessment Tasks Unit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Concept Questions 
 Students will complete regular sets of chapter or 

examination questions and online quizzes. The final 
grade will be determined by averaging the results of 
these tasks.  

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

  
2. Practical Reports  
 Students will complete reports on experiments 

conducted in class and observational tasks in the field. 
The final grade will be determined by averaging the 
results of the reports. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Practical Investigation Poster 
 Students will produce a poster on an experiment 

investigation. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Tests 
 Students will complete skills tests on relevant chapters 

which will be conducted throughout the unit. The final 
grade will be determined by averaging the results of 
these tests. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
5. Examination 
 An Examination covering all work covered in Unit 1 will 

be conducted at the end of the Semester. 
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 

 
1. Concept Questions 
 Students will complete regular sets of chapter or 

examination questions and online quizzes. The final 
grade will be determined by averaging the results of 
these tasks.  

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

  
2. Practical Reports  
 Students will complete reports on experiments 

conducted in class and observational tasks in the field. 
The final grade will be determined by averaging the 
results of the reports. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Investigation of an Issue 
 Students will produce a written report in response to 

stimulus material. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Tests 
 Students will complete skills tests on relevant chapters 

which will be conducted throughout the unit. The final 
grade will be determined by averaging the results of 
these tests. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
5. Examination 
 An Examination covering all work covered in Unit 1 will 

be conducted at the end of the Semester. 
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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BIOLOGY UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: How Do Cells Maintain Life? 
 
In this unit students investigate the workings of the cell from several perspectives. They explore the importance 
of the insolubility of the plasma membrane in water and its differential permeability to specific solutes in defining the 
cell, its internal spaces and the control of the movement of molecules and ions in and out of such spaces. Students 
consider base pairing specificity, the binding of enzymes and substrates, the response of receptors to signalling 
molecules and reactions between antigens and antibodies to highlight the importance of molecular interactions 
based on the complementary nature of specific molecules. 
Students study the synthesis, structure and function of nucleic acids and proteins as key molecules in cellular 
processes. They explore the chemistry of cells by examining the nature of biochemical pathways, their components 
and energy transformations. Cells communicate with each other using a variety of signalling molecules. Students 
consider the types of signals, the transduction of information within the cell and cellular responses. At this molecular 
level students study the human immune system and the interactions between its components to provide immunity 
to a specific antigen. 
Students should be maintaining at least an 80% grade average in Units 1 and 2 Biology to consider undertaking this 
course. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. How Do Cellular Processes Work?: This area of study focuses on the cell as a complex chemical system. Students 

examine the chemical nature of the plasma membrane to compare how hydrophilic and hydrophobic substances 
move across it. They model the formation of DNA and proteins from their respective subunits. The expression of the 
information encoded in a sequence of DNA to form a protein is explored and the nature of the genetic code 
outlined. Students use the lac operon to explain prokaryotic gene regulation in terms of the ‘switching on’ and 
‘switching off’ of genes. Students learn why the chemistry of the cell usually takes place at relatively low, and within 
a narrow range of, temperatures. They examine how reactions, including photosynthesis and cellular respiration, 
are made up of many steps that are controlled by enzymes and assisted by coenzymes. Students explain the mode 
of action of enzymes and the role of coenzymes in the reactions of the cell and investigate the factors that affect the 
rate of cellular reactions. 

 
2. How Do Cells Communicate?: This area of study focuses how cells receive specific signals that elicit a particular 

response. Students apply the stimulus-response model to the cell in terms of the types of signals, the position of 
receptors, and the transduction of the information across the cell to an effector that then initiates a response. 
Students examine unique molecules called antigens and how they elicit an immune response, the nature of 
immunity and the role of vaccinations in providing immunity. They explain how malfunctions in signalling pathways 
cause various disorders in the human population and how new technologies assist in managing such disorders. 

  
Unit 4: How Does Life Change and Respond to Challenges Over Time?  
 
In this unit students consider the continual change and challenges to which life on Earth has been subjected. They 
investigate the relatedness between species and the impact of various change events on a population’s gene pool. 
The accumulation of changes over time is considered as a mechanism for biological evolution by natural selection 
that leads to the rise of new species. Students examine change in life forms using evidence from palaeontology, 
biogeography, developmental biology and structural morphology. They explore how technological developments in 
the fields of comparative genomics, molecular homology and bioinformatics have resulted in evidence of change 
through measurements of relatedness between species. 
Students examine the structural and cognitive trends in the human fossil record and the interrelationships 
between human biological and cultural evolution. The biological consequences, and social and ethical implications, 
of manipulating the DNA molecule and applying biotechnologies is explored for both the individual and the species. 
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Areas of Study 
 
1. How Are Species Related?: This area of study focuses on changes to genetic material over time and the evidence for 

biological evolution. Students investigate how changes to genetic material lead to new species through the process 
of natural selection as a mechanism for evolution. 

 
2. How Do Humans Impact on Biological Processes?: This area of study focuses on the impact of human culture and 

technological applications on biological processes. Students apply their knowledge of the structure and function of 
the DNA molecule to examine how molecular tools and techniques can be used to manipulate the molecule for a 
particular purpose. Students describe gene technologies used to address human issues and consider their social and 
ethical implications. Students examine biological challenges that illustrate how the reception of scientific knowledge 
is influenced by social, economic and cultural factors. 

 
3. Practical Investigation: This area of study consists of a student-designed or adapted investigation related to cellular 

processes and/or biological change and continuity over time, undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or across both 
units. The investigation is to relate to knowledge and skills developed across Units 3 and 4 and may be undertaken 
by the student through laboratory work and/or fieldwork. 

 
 

42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:  
• explain the dynamic nature of the cell in terms of key 

cellular processes including regulation, photosynthesis 
and cellular respiration, and analyse factors that affect 
the rate of biochemical reactions 

• apply a stimulus-response model to explain how cells 
communicate with each other, outline human 
responses to invading pathogens, distinguish between 
the different ways that immunity may be acquired, 
and explain how malfunctions of the immune system 
cause disease 

 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:  
• analyse evidence for evolutionary change, explain how 

relatedness between species is determined, and 
elaborate on the consequences of biological change in 
human evolution 

• describe how tools and techniques can be used to 
manipulate DNA, explain how biological knowledge is 
applied to biotechnical applications, and analyse the 
interrelationship between scientific knowledge and its 
applications in society 

• design and undertake an investigation related to 
cellular processes and/or biological change and 
continuity over time, and present methodologies, 
findings and conclusions in a scientific poster 
 

 
42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Report 
       Students will prepare a report related to at least two 

practical activities from a practical logbook on cellular 
processes. 
This task contributes 8 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
 

2. Graphic Organiser 
Students will prepare a graphic organiser and 
complete structures questions on the immune system. 
This task contributes 8 per cent to the SAC score in this 
unit. 

 
1. Written Report 
 Students will prepare a written report using primary or 

secondary data on evidence for evolutionary change. 
This task contributes 8 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Laboratory Investigation 
 Students will complete a laboratory investigation on 

how tools and techniques can be used to manipulate 
DNA.  

 This task contributes 8 per cent to the SAC score in this 
unit. 

 
3. Practical Investigation 
 Students will complete a practical investigation related 

to cellular processes. 
 This task contributes 8 per cent to the SAC score in this 

unit. 
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Assessment  
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 - 16 per cent, Unit 4 - 24 per cent. 
 
Written Examination: students are required to complete a 2.5 hour examination comprising of short-answer questions 
and multiple-choice questions. Students will complete the examination using a question and answer booklet. 
 
This task contributes 60 per cent to the final study score.  
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CHEMISTRY UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 1: How Can the Diversity of Materials Be Explained? 
 
In this unit students investigate the chemical properties of a range of materials from metals and salts to polymers and 
nanomaterials. Using their knowledge of elements and atomic structure students explore and explain the relationships 
between properties, structure and bonding forces within and between particles that vary in size from the visible, 
through nanoparticles, to molecules and atoms. 
Students should be maintaining at least an 80% grade average in Year 10 Science A to consider undertaking this course. 
  
Areas of Study 
 
42T1. How Can Knowledge of Elements Explain the Properties of Matter?:42T This area of study focuses on the nature of 

chemical elements, their atomic structure, chemical properties, electronic configuration and their place in the 
periodic table. They investigate the nature of metals and their properties, including metallic nanomaterials. 
Students study how ionic compounds are formed, explore their crystalline structures and investigate how changing 
environmental conditions may change their properties. 

 
2. 42THow Can the Versatility of Non-Metals be Explained?: 42TThis area of study explores a wide range of substances and 

materials made from non-metals including molecular substances, covalent lattices, carbon nanomaterials, organic 
compounds and polymers. 

 
3. Research Investigation: This area of study applies and extends students’ knowledge and skills developed in Area of 

Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2 to investigate a selected question related to materials 
 
42TUnit 2: What Makes Water Such a Unique Chemical?  
 
In this unit students explore the physical and chemical properties of water, the reactions that occur in water and various 
methods of water analysis. Students examine the polar nature of a water molecule and the intermolecular forces 
between water molecules. They are introduced to stoichiometry and analytical techniques to determine concentrations 
of different species in water samples. Students explore the solvent properties of water in a variety of contexts and 
analyse selected issues associated with substances dissolved in water. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
42T1. How Do Substances Interact With Water?: 42TThis area of study focuses on the properties of water and the reactions 

that take place in water including acid-base and redox reactions, heat capacity and solubility. 
 

2. 42THow Are Substances in Water measured and Analysed?  42TThis area of study focuses on the use of analytical 
techniques, both in the laboratory and in the field, to measure the solubility and concentrations of solutes in water, 
and to analyse water samples for various solutes including chemical contaminants. 

 
3. 42TPractical Investigation: 42TThis area of study  requires students to design and conduct a practical investigation into an 

aspect of water quality.  
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42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• relate the position of elements in the periodic table to 

their properties, investigate the structures and 
properties of metals and ionic compounds, and 
calculate mole quantities 

• investigate and explain the properties of carbon 
lattices and molecular substances with reference to 
their structures and bonding, use systematic 
nomenclature to name organic compounds, and 
explain how polymers can be designed for a purpose 

• investigate a question related to the development, use 
and/or modification of a selected material or chemical 
and communicate a substantiated response to the 
question 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• relate the properties of water to its structure and 

bonding, and explain the importance of the properties 
and reactions of water in selected contexts 

• measure amounts of dissolved substances in water 
and analyse water samples for salts, organic 
compounds and acids and bases 

• design and undertake a quantitative laboratory 
investigation related to water quality, and draw 
conclusions based on evidence from collected data 

 
42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks  
 
1. Written Reports 
 Students are required to complete two practical 

activities and report on their findings. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade.  
 
2. Topic Tests 
 Students are required to complete sets of test 

questions on both of Outcomes 1 and 2. 
 Each test is equally weighted, contributing 15 per cent 

to the final grade. 
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Research Investigation Presentation 
 Students are required to complete an independent 

research investigation and prepare a presentation. 
 This presentation contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination 
 Students are required to complete an examination 

covering all of the material in the unit. 
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Written Reports 
 Students are required to complete two practical 

activities and report on their findings. 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade.  
 
2. Topic Tests 
 Students are required to complete sets of test 

questions on both of Outcomes 1 and 2. 
 Each test is equally weighted, contributing 15 per cent 

to the final grade. 
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Experimental Investigation Poster 
 Students are required to complete an independent 

experiment investigation and prepare a poster. 
 This presentation contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination 
 Students are required to complete an examination 

covering all of the material in the unit. 
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VCE Handbook 2018 108 
 

CHEMISTRY UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: How Can Chemical Processes be Designed to Optimise Efficiency? 
 
In this unit students focus on the exploration of energy options and the chemical production of materials with 
reference to efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation of their impact on the environment. Students compare and 
evaluate different chemical energy resources, including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells and fuel cells. They 
investigate the combustion of fuels, including the energy transformations involved, the use of stoichiometry to 
calculate the amounts of reactants and products involved in the reactions, and calculations of the amounts of energy 
released and their representations. 
Students should be maintaining at least an 80% grade average in Units 1 and 2 Chemistry to consider undertaking this 
course. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. What Are the Options for Energy Production?: This area of study focuses on analysing and comparing a range of 

energy resources and technologies, including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells and fuel cells, with reference to 
the energy transformations and chemical reactions involved, energy efficiencies, environmental impacts and 
potential applications. 

 
2. How Can the Yield of a Chemical Product be Optimised?: This area of study focuses on exploring the factors that 

increase the efficiency and percentage yield of a chemical manufacturing process while reducing the energy 
demand and associated costs. Students investigate how the rate of a reaction can be controlled so that it occurs at 
the optimum rate while avoiding unwanted side reactions and by-products. 

 
Unit 4: How Are Organic Compounds Categorised, Analysed and Used? 
 
In this unit students investigate the structural features, bonding, typical reactions and uses of the major families of 
organic compounds including those found in food. Students study the ways in which organic structures are 
represented and named. They process data from instrumental analyses of organic compounds to confirm or deduce 
organic structures, and perform volumetric analyses to determine the concentrations of organic chemicals in mixtures. 
Students consider the nature of the reactions involved to predict the products of reaction pathways and to design 
pathways to produce particular compounds from given starting materials. 
 
Areas of Study  
  
1. How Can the Diversity of Carbon Compounds be Explained and Categorised?: This area of study explores why such 

a vast range of carbon compounds is possible. They examine the structural features of members of several 
homologous series of compounds, including some of the simpler structural isomers, and learn how they are 
represented and named. 

 
2. What is the Chemistry of Food?: This area of study explores the major components of food with reference to their 

structures, properties and functions. They examine the hydrolysis reactions in which foods are broken down, the 
condensation reactions in which new biomolecules are formed and the role of enzymes, assisted by coenzymes, in 
the metabolism of food. 

 
3. Practical Investigation: This area of study requires students to conduct a student-designed or adapted practical 

investigation related to energy and/or food is undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or across both Units 3 and 4. 
The investigation relates to knowledge and skills developed across Unit 3 and/or Unit 4. The investigation requires 
the student to identify an aim, develop a question, formulate a hypothesis and plan a course of action to answer 
the question and that complies with safety and ethical requirements. 
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Unit 3 Outcomes  Unit 4 Outcomes  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• compare fuels quantitatively with reference to 

combustion products and energy outputs, apply 
knowledge of the electrochemical series to design, 
construct and test galvanic cells, and evaluate energy 
resources based on energy efficiency, renewability and 
environmental impact 

• apply rate and equilibrium principles to predict how 
the rate and extent of reactions can be optimised, and 
explain how electrolysis is involved in the production 
of chemicals and in the recharging of batteries 

 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• compare the general structures and reactions of the 

major organic families of compounds, deduce 
structures of organic compounds using instrumental 
analysis data, and design reaction pathways for the 
synthesis of organic molecules 

• distinguish between the chemical structures of key 
food molecules, analyse the chemical reactions 
involved in the metabolism of the major components 
of food including the role of enzymes, and calculate 
the energy content of food using calorimetry 

• design and undertake a practical investigation related 
to energy and/or food, and present methodologies, 
findings and conclusions in a scientific poster. 
 

 
Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Response to Stimulus Material 
 Students are required to compare fuels quantitatively 

with reference to combustion products and energy 
outputs, apply knowledge of the electrochemical 
series to design, construct and test galvanic cells, and 
evaluate energy resources based on energy efficiency, 
renewability and environmental impact. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Practical Report 
 Students are required to prepare a report on how to 

apply the rate and equilibrium principles to predict 
how reactions can be optimised, and explain how 
electrolysis is involved in the production of chemicals 
and in the recharging of batteries. 
This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 

 
1.  Practical Report 
 Students are required to prepare a report which 

compares the general structures and reactions of the 
major organic families of compounds, deduce 
structures of organic compounds using instrumental 
analysis data, and design reaction pathways for the 
synthesis of organic molecules. 
This task contributes 33.33 per cent to the SAC score in  
this unit. 
 

2.  Response to Stimulus Material 
     Students are required to distinguish between the 

chemical structures of key food molecules, analyse the 
chemical reactions involved in the metabolism of the 
major components of food including the role of 
enzymes, and calculate the energy content of food 
using calorimetry. 
This task contributes 33.33 per cent to the SAC score in  
this unit. 
 

3.  A Structured Scientific Poster 
This task contributes 33.33 per cent to the SAC score in  
this unit. 
 

 
Assessment 
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 16 per cent, Unit 4 – 24 per cent  
 
Written Examination: students must demonstrate, in this exam, an understanding of all the key knowledge and skills 
that underpin the learning outcomes of Units 3 and 4.  The examination is of 2.5 hours’ duration, and is externally 
assessed by assessors appointed by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority.  
 
This task contributes 60 per cent to the final study score. 
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PHYSICS UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: What Ideas Explain the Physical World? 
 
In this unit students focus on how physics explains phenomena, at various scales, which are not always visible to the 
unaided human eye. Students examine some of the fundamental ideas and models used by physicists in an attempt to 
understand and explain the world. Students consider thermal concepts by investigating heat, probe common analogies 
used to explain electricity and consider the origins and formation of matter. 
Students use thermodynamic principles to explain phenomena related to changes in thermal energy and assess the 
impact of human use of energy on the environment. They examine the motion of electrons and explain how it can be 
manipulated and utilised. They explore current scientifically accepted theories that explain how matter and energy have 
changed since the origins of the Universe. 
Quantitative investigations involving at least one independent, continuous variable will be undertaken.  
Students should be maintaining at least an 80% grade average in Year 10 Science A to consider undertaking this course. 
 
Areas of Study 
  
1. How Can Thermal Effects Be Explained?: This area of study investigates the thermodynamic principles related to 

heating processes, including concepts of temperature, energy and work. Students examine the environmental 
impacts of Earth’s thermal systems and human activities with reference to the effects on surface materials, the 
emission of greenhouse gases and the contribution to the enhanced greenhouse effect. 

 
2. How Do Electric Circuits Work?: This area of study develops conceptual models to analyse electrical phenomena and 

undertake practical investigations of circuit components. Concepts of electrical safety are developed through the 
study of safety mechanisms and the effect of current on humans. Students apply and critically assess mathematical 
models during experimental investigations of DC circuits. 

 
3. What is Matter and How is it Formed? This area of study explores the nature of matter, and consider the origins of 

atoms, time and space. They examine the currently accepted theory of what constitutes the nucleus, the forces 
within the nucleus and how energy is derived from the nucleus. 

 
Unit 2: What Do Experiments Reveal About the Physical World?   
 
In this unit students focus on exploring the power of experiments in developing models and theories. Students 
investigate the ways in which forces are involved both in moving objects and in keeping objects stationary. Students 
choose one of twelve options related to astrobiology, astrophysics, bioelectricity, biomechanics, electronics, flight, 
medical physics, nuclear energy, nuclear physics, optics, sound and sports science. The option enables students to 
pursue an area of interest by investigating a selected question. 
Students design and undertake investigations involving at least one independent, continuous variable. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. How Can Motion Be Described and Explained?: This area of study observes motion and explores the effects of 

balanced and unbalanced forces on motion. They analyse motion using concepts of energy, including energy transfers 
and transformations, and apply mathematical models during experimental investigations of motion. Students model 
how the mass of finite objects can be considered to be at a point called the centre of mass. They describe and analyse 
graphically, numerically and algebraically the motion of an object, using specific physics terminology and conventions. 

 
2. Options: This area of study requires students to select from twelve options which are available in Area of Study 2. 

Each option is based on a different observation of the physical world.  
 
3. Practical Investigation: This area of study requires students to design and conduct a practical investigation related to 

knowledge and skills developed in Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2. 
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Unit 1 Outcomes Unit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:  
• apply thermodynamic principles to analyse, interpret 

and explain changes in thermal energy in selected 
contexts, and describe the environmental impact of 
human activities with reference to thermal effects and 
climate science concepts 

• investigate and apply a basic DC circuit model to 
simple battery-operated devices and household 
electrical systems, apply mathematical models to 
analyse circuits, and describe the safe and effective 
use of electricity by individuals and the community 

• explain the origins of atoms, the nature of subatomic 
particles and how energy can be produced by atoms 
 

 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:  
• investigate, analyse and mathematically model the 

motion of particles and bodies 
• explain and apply the concepts learnt in their specific 

option, drawing upon the knowledge and key science 
skills outlined 

• design and undertake an investigation of a physics 
question related to the scientific inquiry processes of 
data collection and analysis, and draw conclusions 
based on evidence from collected data 

 

 
42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks  
 
1. Reflective Learning Journal 
 Students will present their learning on a topic in the 

format of a blog or journal. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Topic Tests 
 Students will complete topic tests on each of areas of 

study.  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Practical Reports 
 Students will complete a selection of practical tasks 

which will be formally assessed through the 
submission of written reports. 

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Data Analysis 
 Students will complete an extended response test 

based on a given set of data.  
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
5. Examination 
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for an 

examination covering the topics studied. 
 This assessment contributes 50 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Topic Tests      
 Students will complete topic tests on each of the core 

units  
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
   
2. Practical Report Folio 
 Students will develop a folio of reports from 

investigations throughout Area of Study 2, and 
respond to questions based on these investigations. 

 This assessment contributes 15 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Scientific Poster 
 Students will design and carry out an experiment, 

presenting their findings in a scientific poster. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination     
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for an 

examination covering the topics studied. 
 This assessment contributes 50 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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PHYSICS UNITS 3 and 4 
 
42TUnit 3: How Do Fields Explain Motion and Electricity? 
 
In this unit students explore the importance of energy in explaining and describing the physical world. They examine 
the production of electricity and its delivery to homes. Students consider the field model as a construct that has 
enabled an understanding of why objects move when they are not apparently in contact with other objects. 
Students should be maintaining at least an 80% grade average in Units 1 and 2 Physics to consider undertaking this 
course. 
 
42TAreas of Study42T  
 
1. How Do Things move Without Contact?: This area of study examines the similarities and differences between three 

fields: gravitational, electric and magnetic. Field models are used to explain the motion of objects when there is no 
apparent contact. Students explore how positions in fields determine the potential energy of an object and the 
force on an object. 

 
2. How Are Fields Used to Move Electrical Energy?: This area of study uses empirical evidence and models of electric, 

magnetic and electromagnetic effects to explain how electricity is produced and delivered to homes. They explore 
magnetic fields and the transformer as critical to the performance of electrical distribution systems. 

 
42T3. 42THow Fast Can Things Go?: This area of study uses Newton’s laws of motion to analyse relative motion, circular 

motion and projectile motion.  They compare Newton’s and Einstein’s explanations of motion and evaluate the 
circumstances in which they can be applied. They explore the relationships between force, energy and mass. 

  
42TUnit 4: How Can Two Contradictory Models Explain Both Light and Matter? 
 
In this unit, students explore the use of wave and particle theories to model the properties of light and matter. They 
examine how the concept of the wave is used to explain the nature of light and explore its limitations in describing 
light behaviour. Students further investigate light by using a particle model to explain its behaviour. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
1. How Can Waves Explain the Behaviour of Light?: This area of study uses evidence from experiments to explore 

wave concepts in a variety of applications. Wave theory has been used to describe transfers of energy, and is 
important in explaining phenomena including reflection, refraction, interference and polarisation. 

 
2. How Are Light and Matter Similar?: This area of study explores the design of major experiments that have led to the 

development of theories to describe the most fundamental aspects of the physical world – light and matter. 
 
3. Practical Investigation: This area of study  requires students to prepare a student-designed practical investigation 

related to waves, fields or motion is undertaken either in Unit 3 or Unit 4, or across both Units 3 and 4. The 
investigation relates to knowledge and skills developed across Units 3 and 4 and is undertaken by the student 
through practical work. 
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42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 
• analyse gravitational, electric and magnetic fields, and 

use these to explain the operation of motors and 
particle accelerators and the orbits of satellites 

• analyse and evaluate an electricity generation and 
distribution system 

• investigate motion and related energy transformations 
experimentally, analyse motion using Newton’s laws 
of motion in one and two dimensions, and explain the 
motion of objects moving at very large speeds using 
Einstein’s theory of special relativity 

 

 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 
• apply wave concepts to analyse, interpret and explain 

the behaviour of light 
• provide evidence for the nature of light and matter, 

and analyse the data from experiments that supports 
this evidence 

• design and undertake a practical investigation related 
to waves or fields or motion, and present 
methodologies, findings and conclusions in a scientific 
poster 

  
42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework42T  42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Annotated Practical Logbook 
 Students will complete an Annotated Practical 

Logbook covering studies on non-contact fields. 
This task contributes 33.33 per cent to the SAC score  
in this unit. 

 
2. Data Analysis 

Students will complete a data analysis exercise on 
Electronic Power. 
This task contributes 33.33 per cent to the SAC score  
in this unit. 
 

3. Motion Test 
This task contributes 33.33 per cent to the SAC score  
in this unit. 
 

 

 
1. Written Report  
 Students will complete a report on Light Waves. 

This task contributes 31.58 per cent to the SAC score  
in this unit. 

 
2. Light and Matter Test 

This task contributes 31.58 per cent to the SAC score  
in this unit. 

 
3. Practical Investigation 

Students will prepare a Scientific Poster. 
This task contributes 31.58 per cent to the SAC score  
in this unit. 

 

 
 
42TAssessment 
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework:42T Unit 3 – 21 per cent, Unit 4 – 19 per cent. 
 
42TWritten Examination: 42Tstudents are required to complete a written examination.  
 
42TT42This task contributes 60 per cent to the final study score.  
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PSYCHOLOGY UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: How Are Behaviour and Mental Processes Shaped? 
 
In this unit students are introduced to the investigation of the structure and functioning of the human brain and the role 
it plays in the overall functioning of the human nervous system. Students explore brain plasticity and the influence that 
brain damage may have on a person’s psychological functioning. They consider the complex nature of psychological 
development. Students examine the contribution that classical and contemporary studies have made to an 
understanding of the human brain and its functions, and to the development of different psychological models and 
theories used to predict and explain the development of thoughts, feelings and behaviours. 
A student-directed research investigation related to brain function and/or development is undertaken in this unit. 
Students should be maintaining at least an 80% grade average in Year 10 Science B or a 70% grade average in Year 10 
Science A to consider undertaking this course. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. How Does the Brain Function? This area of study examines how our understanding of brain structure and function 

has changed over time and how the brain enables us to interact with the external world around us. Students analyse 
the roles of specific areas of the brain and the interactions between different areas of the brain that enable complex 
cognitive tasks to be performed. Students explore how brain plasticity and brain damage can affect a person’s 
functioning. 

 
2. What Influences Psychological Development? This area of study explores how a variety of factors influence different 

aspects of a person’s psychological development. Students consider the interactive nature of hereditary and 
environmental factors and investigate specific factors that may lead to development of typical or atypical 
psychological development in individuals, including a person’s emotional, cognitive and social development and the 
development of psychological disorders. 

 
3. Student-Directed Research Investigation: This area of study applies and extends students’ knowledge and skills 

developed in Areas of Study 1 and/or 2 to investigate a question related to brain function and/or psychological 
development 

 
Unit 2: How Do External Factors Influence Behaviour and Mental Processes?  
 
In this unit students are required to investigate how perception of stimuli enables a person to interact with the world 
around them and how their perception of stimuli can be distorted. They evaluate the role social cognition plays in 
a person’s attitudes, perception of themselves and relationships with others. Students explore a variety of factors 
and contexts that can influence the behaviour of an individual and groups. They examine the contribution that 
classical and contemporary research has made to the understanding of human perception and why individuals 
and groups behave in specific ways. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. What Influences a Person’s Perception of the World?: This area of study explores two aspects of human perception 

– vision and taste – and analyse the relationship between sensation and perception of stimuli. Students consider 
how biological, psychological and social factors can influence a person’s perception of visual and taste stimuli, and 
explore circumstances where perceptual distortions of vision and taste may occur. 

 
2. How are People Influenced to Behave in Particular Ways?: This area of study explores the interplay of biological, 

psychological and social factors that shape the behaviour of individuals and groups. Students consider how these 
factors can be used to explain the cause and dynamics of particular individual and group behaviours, including 
attitude formation, prejudice, discrimination, helping behaviour and bullying. Students examine the findings of 
classical and contemporary research as a way of theorising and explaining individual and group behaviour. 

 
3. Student-Directed Practical Investigation: This area of study requires students to design and conduct a practical 

investigation related to external influences on behaviour. 
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Unit 1 Outcomes Unit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• describe how understanding of brain structure and 

function has changed over time, explain how different 
areas of the brain coordinate different functions, and 
explain how brain plasticity and brain damage can 
change psychological functioning 

• identify the varying influences of nature and nurture 
on a person’s psychological development, and explain 
different factors that may lead to typical or atypical 
psychological development 

• investigate and communicate a substantiated 
response to a question related to brain function 
and/or development, including reference to at least 
two contemporary psychological studies and/or 
research techniques 

  

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• compare the sensations and perceptions of vision and 

taste, and analyse factors that may lead to the 
occurrence of perceptual distortions 

• identify factors that influence individuals to behave in 
specific ways, and analyse ways in which others can 
influence individuals to behave differently 

• design and undertake a practical investigation related 
to external influences on behaviour, and draw 
conclusions based on evidence from collected data 

 
Unit 1 Assessment Tasks Unit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Visual Representation 
 Students are required to create and label a model of 

the brain.  
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Tests 
 Students are required to complete sets of test 

questions on the following: 
 (a) Brain structure and function 
 (b) Factors influencing psychological development  
 These tasks are equally weighted and together 

contribute 25 per cent to the final grade. 
 
3. Empirical Research Activity (ERA) 
 Students are required to conduct and write two ERA 

tasks on: 
 (a) Influences on psychological development 
 (b) Student-directed research investigation  
 These tasks are equally weighted and together 

contribute 25 per cent to the final grade. 
 
4. Examination 
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for 

an examination covering all topics in Unit 1, 
Outcomes 1 and 2. 

 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 

 
1.  Empirical Research Activity (ERA) 
 Students are required to conduct and write two ERA 

tasks on: 
 (a) Factors influencing one’s perception of the world 
 (b) Student-directed practical investigation (poster) 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
          
2. Tests 
 Students are required to complete sets of test 

questions on both Outcomes 1 and 2. 
 These tasks are equally weighted and together 

contribute 25 per cent to the final grade. 
 
3. Media Analysis 
 Students are required to prepare a written response to 

a film.  
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination 
 At the completion of the unit all students will sit for an 

examination covering all topics in Unit 2, Outcomes 1 
and 2.  

 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



VCE Handbook 2018 116 
 

PSYCHOLOGY UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: How Does Experience Affect Behaviour and Mental Processes?  
 
In this unit students examine both macro-level and micro-level functioning of the nervous system to explain how the 
human nervous system enables a person to interact with the world around them.   
Students should be maintaining at least a 70% grade average in Units 1 and 2 Psychology to consider undertaking this 
course. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. How Does the Nervous System Enable Psychological Functioning?: This area of study explores the role of different 

branches of the nervous system in enabling a person to integrate, coordinate and respond to internal and external 
sensory stimuli. They explore the specialised structures and functioning of neurons that allow the nervous system to 
transmit neural information. Students evaluate how biological, psychological and social factors can influence a 
person’s nervous system functioning. In particular, they consider the ways in which stress can affect the mind and 
body, the role that the nervous system plays in these processes and how stress can be managed. 

 
2. How Do People Learn and Remember?: This area of study explores the neural basis of memory and learning and 

examine factors that influence the learning of new behaviours and the storage and retention of information in 
memory. They consider the influence of biological, psychological and social factors on the fallibility of memory. 

 
Unit 4: How is Wellbeing Developed and Maintained?   
 
In this unit students examine the nature of consciousness and how changes in levels of consciousness can affect mental 
processes and behaviour.  
 
Areas of Study  
 
1.   How do Levels of Consciousness Affect Mental Processes and Behaviour?: This area of study focuses on states of 

consciousness and the relationship between consciousness and thoughts, feelings and behaviours. They explore the 
different ways in which consciousness can be studied from physiological and psychological perspectives and how 
states of consciousness can be altered. Students consider the nature and importance of sleep and apply biological, 
psychological and social factors to analyse the effects of sleep disturbances on psychological functioning, including 
mood, cognition and behaviour. 

 
2.   What Influences Mental Wellbeing?: This area of study examines what it means to be mentally healthy. Students 

explore the concept of a mental health continuum and factors that explain how location on the continuum for an 
individual may vary over time. Students apply a biopsychosocial approach to analyse mental health and mental 
disorder, and evaluate the roles of predisposing, precipitating, perpetuating and protective factors in contributing to 
a person’s mental state. Specific phobia is used to illustrate how a biopsychosocial approach can be used to explain 
how biological, psychological and social factors are involved in the development and management of a mental 
disorder. Students explore the concepts of resilience and coping and investigate the psychological basis of strategies 
that contribute to mental wellbeing. 

 
3.   Practical Investigation: This area of study students are required to undertake an experiment that involves the    
      collection of primary qualitative and/or quantitative data, analyse and evaluate the data, identify limitations of data  
      and methods, link experimental results to science ideas, reach a conclusion in response to the question and suggest  
      further investigations which may be undertaken. 
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Unit 3 Outcomes Unit 4 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to 
• explain how the structure and function of the human 
 nervous system enables a person to interact with the 

external world and analyse the different ways in which 
stress can affect nervous system functioning 

• apply biological and psychological explanations for how 
new information can be learnt and stored in memory, 
and provide biological, psychological and social 
explanations of a person’s inability to remember 
information 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• explain consciousness as a continuum, compare 

theories about the purpose and nature of sleep, and 
elaborate on the effects of sleep disruption on a 
person’s functioning 

• explain the concepts of mental health and mental 
illness including influences of risk and protective 
factors, apply a biopsychosocial approach to explain 
the development and management of specific phobia, 
and explain the psychological basis of strategies that 
contribute to mental wellbeing 

• design and undertake a practical investigation related 
to mental processes and psychological functioning, 
and present methodologies, findings and conclusions 
in a scientific poster 
 

 
 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1.  Test 
 Students are required to sit a test based on Outcome 

1, comprising of Section 1-Multiple Choice and 
Section 2-Short Answer Questions. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2.    Annotated Folio of Practical Activities 

Students are required to prepare a folio of practical 
activities related to Outcome 2. 
This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 
 

3.    Structured Questions 
Students are required to respond to a set of 
questions. 
This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
1. Test 
  Students are required to sit a test based on Outcome 

1. 
This task contributes 33.33 per cent to the SAC score  
in this unit. 

 
 
2.    Media Analysis / Response 

Students will examine a media article about mental  
illness. 
This task contributes 33.33 per cent to the SAC score  
in this unit. 
 

3.    Structured Scientific Poster 
Students will design and undertake a practical  
investigation related to mental processes and  
psychological functioning, and present  
methodologies, findings and conclusions in a scientific  
poster. 
This task contributes 33.33 per cent to the SAC score  
in this unit. 
 

 
 
Assessment   
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 20 per cent, Unit 4 – 20 per cent 
 
Written Examination: students are required to complete a multiple choice, short answer and extended response paper 
under examination conditions. 
 
This task contributes 60 per cent to the final study score. 
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TECHNOLOGY FACULTY 

 
 
 
 
 
Computing Units 1 and 2 

Computing – Informatics Units 3 and 4 

Food Studies Units 1 and 2 

Food Studies Units 3 and 4 

Product Design and Technology – Wood Units 1 and 2 

Product Design and Technology – Wood Units 3 and 4 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let the Word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing Psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. And whatever you do, in 
word of deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

Colossians 3:16-17 
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COMPUTING UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: Computing 
 
In this unit students focus on how data, information and networked digital systems can be used to meet a range 
of users’ current and future needs. In Area of Study 1 students collect primary data when investigating an issue, 
practice or event and create a digital solution that graphically presents the findings of the investigation. In Area of 
Study 2 students examine the technical underpinnings of wireless and mobile networks, and security controls to 
protect stored and transmitted data, to design a network solution that meets an identified need or opportunity. 
They predict the impact on users if the network solution were implemented. In Area of Study 3 students acquire 
and apply their knowledge of information architecture and user interfaces, together with web authoring skills, when 
creating a website to present different viewpoints on a contemporary issue. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Data and Graphic Solutions: This area of study requires students to conduct an investigation into an issue, practice 

or event and through the systematic collection, interpretation and manipulation of primary data they create a 
graphic solution, such as an infographic, that represents their findings. Students develop and apply a detailed 
understanding of data, including its types, characteristics, sources and methods of acquisition. 

 
2. Networks: This area of study investigates how networks with wireless capability allow data and information to be 

exchanged locally and within the global environment. 
 
3. Collaboration and Communication: This area of study examines how the use of particular information systems 

within specified contexts can cause tensions and conflicts between different stakeholders. Students develop the 
ability to critically appraise how information systems are used and how individuals can be empowered to shape 
their use. 

 
Unit 2: Computing 
 
In this unit students focus on data and how the application of computational, design and systems thinking skills 
support the creation of solutions that automate the processing of data. In Area of Study 1 students develop their 
computational thinking skills when using a programming or scripting language to create solutions. They engage in 
the design and development stages of the problem-solving methodology. In Area of Study 2 students develop a 
sound understanding of data and how a range of software tools can be used to extract data from large repositories 
and manipulate it to create visualisations that are clear, usable and attractive, and reduce the complexity of data. In 
Area of Study 3 students apply all stages of the problem-solving methodology to create a solution using database 
management software and explain how they are personally affected by their interactions with a database system. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Programming: This area of study focuses on using a programming or scripting language that can support object-

oriented programming to create working software modules. 
 
2. Data Analysis and Visualisation: This area of study considers how to use software tools to access, select and, where 

appropriate, manipulate authentic data from large data repositories, and to present the key aspects of the data in 
an appropriate visual form. 

 
3. Data Management: This area of study introduces the structure of databases and their applicability in a range of 

settings such as: borrowing and booking systems, medical records and social media websites. Students develop an 
understanding of the purposes of databases by exploring the data and information they supply to and receive from 
systems such as banking, membership, online purchasing and voting systems. They apply systems thinking skills 
when considering the effects of their interactions with information systems that use databases. 

 



VCE Handbook 2018 120 
 

Unit 1 Outcomes Unit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• acquire, secure and interpret data, and design and 

develop a graphic solution that communicates the 
findings of an investigation 

• design a network with wireless capability that meets 
an identified need or opportunity, explain its 
configuration and predict risks and benefits for 
intended users 

• design and develop a website collaboratively with 
others that presents an analysis of a contemporary 
issue and the team’s point of view on the issue 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• design working modules in response to solution 

requirements, and use a programming or scripting 
language to develop the modules 

• apply the problem-solving methodology and use 
appropriate software tools to extract relevant data 
and create a data visualisation that meets a specified 
user’s needs 

• apply the problem-solving methodology to create a 
solution using database management software, and 
explain the personal benefits and risks of interacting 
with a database 
 

 
Unit 1 Assessment Tasks Unit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Graphic Solutions 
 Students apply computational thinking skills when 

extracting meaning from data and apply design thinking 
knowledge and skills to create graphic information for 
the purpose of informing, educating or persuading an 
audience. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Networks 
 Students create the design for a network with wireless 

capability that meets a need or opportunity, identifying 
its components and how data and information are 
transmitted. Students use a software tool to depict the 
components of their network and its interactions. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Collaboration and Communication 
 Working in virtual (local, national, international) or 

face-to-face teams, students use web authoring 
software to create a website, designed for viewing on a 
mobile device, which presents an overview of an issue 
associated with one field. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Examination 
 Students will undertake a written examination 

comprising multiple-choice and short answer questions. 
 This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Programming Solution 
 Students design and develop a solution using 

programming or scripting language in response to an 
application design requirement.  

 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Data Visualisation Solution 
 Students design a database solution to create data 

visualisations to solve users’ requirements. 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3.  Data Management 
 Students apply the problem-solving methodology to 

create a solution using database management 
software, and explaining the personal benefits and 
risks of interacting with a database. 

 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade.   

 
4. Examination  
 Students will undertake a written examination 

comprising multiple-choice and short answer 
questions. 

 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 
grade. 
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COMPUTING – INFORMATICS  UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: Informatics 
  
In this unit students focus on data, information and information systems. Students consider data and how it is acquired, 
managed, manipulated and interpreted to meet a range of needs. In Area of Study 1 students investigate the way 
organisations acquire data using interactive online solutions, such as websites and applications, and consider how users 
interact with these solutions when conducting online transactions. They examine how relational database management 
systems (RDBMS) store and manipulate data typically acquired this way.  
Students develop an understanding of the power and risks of using complex data as a basis for decision making. In Area 
of Study 2 students complete the first part of a project. They frame a hypothesis and then select, acquire and organise 
data from multiple data sets to confirm or refute this hypothesis. This data is manipulated using tools such as 
spreadsheets or databases to help analyse and interpret it so that students can form a conclusion regarding their 
hypothesis. The second part of the project is completed in Unit 4. 
 
Areas of Study  
  
1. Organisations and Data Management: This area of study investigates why organisations acquire data online for 

transaction processing and how they structure their data-gathering processes to support these transactions. 
Students also develop and apply skills in using a relational database management system (RDBMS) to manipulate 
data typically sourced through interactive online solutions, such as websites and applications. 

 
2. Data Analytics - Drawing Conclusions: This area of study focuses on data analytics, in particular selecting, 

referencing, organising, manipulating and interpreting relevant data to draw valid conclusions about a hypothesis. 
Students initially frame a hypothesis within a chosen field such as entertainment, sport, science/medicine, business 
and education, and undertake an analysis to determine the multiple data sets needed to support their claim, the 
scope of the hypothesis and any constraints. 

 
Unit 4: Informatics 
 
In this unit students focus on strategies and techniques for manipulating, managing and securing data and information 
to meet a range of needs. In Area of Study 1 students draw on the analysis and conclusion of their hypothesis 
determined in Unit 3, Outcome 2, and then design, develop and evaluate a multimodal, online solution that effectively 
communicates the conclusion and findings.  
In Area of Study 2, students explore how different organisations manage the storage and disposal of data and 
information to minimise threats to the integrity and security of data and information and to optimise the handling of 
information. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Data Analytics – Presenting the Findings: This area of study draws on the conclusion students formed to their 

hypothesis in Unit 3, Outcome 2, and design and develop a multimodal online solution that communicates and 
substantiates this conclusion. Students evaluate the effectiveness of the solution in communicating the conclusion. 

 
2. Information Management: This area of study focuses on information management and its importance to 

organisations. Students develop knowledge about the components of an information system and the role of these 
components in managing information. They investigate how different organisations store and dispose of their data 
and information. Students examine the threats to this data and information, whether accidental, deliberate or 
technical, and consider the potential consequences to organisations of ineffective information management 
strategies. 
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Unit 3 Outcomes Unit 4 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• design a solution, develop it using a relational 

database management system, and diagrammatically 
represent how users interact with an online solution 
when supplying data for a transaction 

• use a range of appropriate techniques and processes 
to acquire, prepare, manipulate and interpret 
complex data to confirm or refute a hypothesis, and 
formulate a project plan to manage progress 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• design, develop and evaluate a multimodal online 

solution that confirms or refutes a hypothesis, and 
assess the effectiveness of the project plan in 
managing progress 

• compare and contrast the effectiveness of 
information management strategies used by two 
organisations to manage the storage and disposal of 
data and information, and recommend improvements 
to their current practices 
 

 
Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Database Solution (Part A) 
 Students are required to design and develop a 

relational data base management system solution. 
 This task contributes 90 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Database Solution (Part B) 
 Students are required to  complete an annotated 

diagrammatic representation of a user’s interaction 
with an on-line solution. 

 This task contributes 10 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
3. School Assessed Task (SAT) 
 Students are required to complete a short report 

including a hypothesis, outline of findings, collection of 
data sets, conclusion and project implementation plan.  

 This task is subject to external review. 
 
 

 
1. Report 
 Students are required to complete a written report or 

an annotated visual report which compares and 
contrasts the effectiveness of information 
management strategies used by two organisations to 
manage the storage and disposal of data and 
information, and recommend improvements to their 
current practices. 

 This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. School Assessed Task (SAT) 
 Students are required to complete a folio of 

alternative design ideas and specifications, a 
multimodal online solution and an evaluation. 

 This task is subject to external review. 
 

 
 
Assessment   
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 10 per cent, Unit 4 – 10 per cent. 
 
School Assessed Task: the student’s level of achievement in Outcome 2 in Unit 3 and Outcome 1 in Unit 4 will be 
assessed through a School-assessed Task. This task contributes 30 per cent to the final study score. 
 
Written Examination: students are required to complete a set of multiple choice questions and short answer questions 
under examination conditions. 
 
This task contributes 50 per cent to the final study score.  
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FOOD STUDIES UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: Food Origins 
 
In this unit students focus on food from historical and cultural perspectives. Students investigate the origins and roles of 
food through time and across the world.  They consider the influence of technology and globalisation on food patterns.  
Throughout this unit students complete topical and contemporary practical tasks to enhance, demonstrate and share 
their learning with others. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Food from around the world: This area of study develops students’ understanding of the factors that have led to the 

variety of food available and different cultural cuisines. In practical classes students will use a variety of ingredients 
available today that were used in earlier cultures. They will also research some of the world’s earliest food and use 
these ingredients to design modern and contemporary food products.  
 

 The practical component explores contemporary use of ingredients cultivated since ancient times and provides 
opportunities to extend and share their research into the world’s earliest food-producing regions.  

 
2. Food in Australia: This area of study looks at indigenous food prior to European settlement and the attempts of the 

first non-indigenous settlers to establish a secure and sustainable food supply.  Students consider the development 
of food production, processing and manufacturing industries and conduct a critical inquiry into how Australian food 
producers and consumers today have been influenced by immigration and other cultural factors.  Students conduct 
research into foods and food preparation techniques introduced by immigrants over time and consider the 
resurgence in interest in indigenous food practices, while reflecting on whether Australia has developed a distinctive 
cuisine of its own. 
 

 The practical classes complements the study of ingredients indigenous to Australia and provides students with 
opportunities to extend and share their research into a selected cuisine brought by immigrants. 

 
Unit 2: Food Makers 
 
In this unit students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia. Students use practical skills and knowledge to 
produce foods and consider a range of evaluation measures to compare their foods to commercial products. They 
consider the provision and preparation of food in the home, and analyse the benefits and challenges of developing and 
using practical food skills in daily life.  In demonstrating their practical skills, students design new food products and 
adapt recipes to suit particular needs and circumstances.  They consider the possible extension of their role as small-
scale food producers by exploring potential entrepreneurial opportunities. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Food Industries: This area of study enquires into economic issues and trends in various food industry sectors and 

food industries, and in turn how industries influence people.  Students investigate new food product development 
and innovation, and the processes in place to ensure a safe food supply.  
 

 The practical component involves students creating new food products using design briefs, and applying commercial 
principles such as research, design, product testing, production, evaluation and marketing. 

 
2. Food in the Home: This area of study compares and evaluates similar products prepared in each setting, using a 

range of measures.  They develop their knowledge and skills in providing and preparing food in the home, and 
analyse the benefits and challenges of developing and using practical food skills in daily life. 
 

 The practical component involves students designing and adapting recipes and meals with inquiry into a range of 
dietary circumstances commonly encountered by the food service sector and within families. 
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Unit 1 Outcomes Unit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• identify and explain major factors in the development 

of a globalised food supply, and demonstrate 
adaptions of selected food from earlier cuisines 
through practical activities 

• describe patterns of change in Australia’s food 
industries and cultures, and use foods indigenous to 
Australia and those introduced through migration in 
the preparation of food products 

 
 
 

 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 
• describe Australia’s major food industries, analyse 

relationships between food suppliers and consumers, 
discuss measures in place to ensure a safe food supply 
and design a brief and a food product that 
demonstrates the application of commercial 
principles 

• compare and evaluate similar foods prepared in 
different settings, explain the influences on effective 
food provision and preparation in the home, and 
design and create a food product that illustrates 
potential adaption in a commercial context  

 
 

Unit 1 Assessment Tasks Unit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1.   Outcome 1 
      Students are required to complete a range of practical 

activities, with records that reflect on two of the 
practical activities that use ingredients found in earlier 
cultures, and at least one of the following: short 
written report, oral presentation, practical 
demonstration, video, podcast, case study analysis or 
test. 
This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final   
grade. 

 
2.   Outcome 2 

Students are required to complete a range of 
activities, with records that reflect on two of the 
practical activities that use ingredients indigenous to 
Australia and/or ingredients introduced through 
migration, and at least one of the following: short 
written report, oral presentation, practical 
demonstration, video, podcast, case study analysis or 
test. 

     This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final  
     grade. 
 
3.   Examination 

Students are required to complete an end-of-semester 
examination. 

   This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final  
    grade. 
 

 
1.  Outcome 1 
      Students are required to design and develop a 

practical food solution in response to an opportunity 
or need in the food industry, and at least one of the 
following; records of practical activities, short written 
report, oral presentation, practical demonstrations, 
video, podcast, case study analysis or test. 
This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final   
grade. 

 
2.  Outcome 2 

Students are required to design and develop a practical 
food solution in response to an opportunity or need in 
a small-scale or domestic setting, and at least one of 
the following; records of practical activities, short 
written report, oral presentations, practical 
demonstrations, video, podcast, case study analysis or 
test. 
This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final   
grade. 
 

3.   Examination 
Students are required to complete an end-of-semester 
examination. 

   This assessment contributes 40 per cent to the final  
    grade. 
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FOOD STUDIES UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: Food in Daily Life 
 
In this unit students investigate the many roles and everyday influences of food. The practical component of this unit 
enables students to understand food science terminology and to apply specific techniques to the production of 
everyday food, that facilitates the establishment of lifelong, healthy dietary patterns.  
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. The Science of Food: This area of study focuses on the science of food. They investigate the physiology of eating and 

digesting food, and the absorption of nutrients. They investigate food allergies, food intolerances and the 
microbiology of food contamination. Students develop their capacity to analyse advice on food choices.   
 

 In practical classes, students learn and apply food science terminology when preparing and cooking food. They 
undertake hands-on experiments to demonstrate a variety of techniques and effects. They hygienically and safely 
make a range of nutritious food products. 

 
2. Food Choice, Health and Wellbeing: This area of study focuses on patterns of eating in Australia and the influence 

on the food we eat.  Students look at relationships between social factors and food access and choice, as well as the 
social and emotional roles of food in shaping and expressing identity, and how food may link to psychological 
factors.  They inquire into the role of media, technology and advertising as influences of the formation of habits and 
beliefs, and investigate the principles of healthy food patterns in children.  
 

 In practical classes students develop a repertoire of healthy meals suitable for children and families.  
 
Unit 4: Food Issues, Challenges and Futures 
 
In this unit students examine about global and Australian food systems. The practical component of this unit provides 
students with opportunities to apply their responses to environmental and ethical food issues, and to extend their food 
production repertoire reflecting the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Environment and Ethics: This area of study addresses debates concerning Australian and global food systems, 

relating to issues on the environment, ethics, technologies, food access and equity, food safety, and the use of 
agricultural resources. Students conduct a critical inquiry into a range of debates, through identifying issues 
involved, forming an understanding of current situations and considering possible futures. They research one 
selected debate in depth, seeking clarity on disparate points of view, considering proposed solutions and analysing 
work undertake to solve problems and support sustainable futures.  
 
In practical ways students will consider environmental and ethical issues relating to the selected debate and apply 
their responses. 

 
2. Navigating Food Information: This area of study focuses on food information and misinformation and the 

development of sustainable food knowledge and skills and food habits. Students learn to assess information and 
draw evidence-based conclusions to navigate contemporary food fads, trends and diets. They investigate a selected 
food fad, trend or diet and assess its credibility and the reliability of its claims, taking into consideration the 
evidence-based recommendations of the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating.  
Students practice and improve their food selection skills by interpreting food labels and interrogating the marketing 
terms on food packaging.  
 
The practical component of this area of study provides opportunities for students to extend their food production 
repertoire by creating recipes that reflect the Australian Dietary Guidelines.  
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Unit 3 Outcomes Unit 4 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• explain the processes of eating and digesting food and 

absorption of macronutrients, explain causes and 
effects of food allergies, food intolerances and food 
contamination, analyse food selection models, and 
apply principles of nutrition and food science in the 
creation of a food product 

• explain and analyse factors affecting food access and 
choice, analyse the influences that shape an 
individual’s food values, beliefs and behaviours, and 
apply practical skills to create a range of healthy 
meals for children and families 

 
 

 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 
• explain a range of food systems issues, respond to a 

selected debate with analysis of problems and 
proposals for future solutions, apply questions of 
sustainability and ethics to the selected food issue  
and develop and create a food repertoire that reflects 
personal food values and goals 

• explain a range of contexts, analyse the formation of 
food beliefs, evaluate a selected food trend, fad or 
diet and create food products that meet the 
Australian Dietary Guidelines  

 
Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 

 
1. Outcome 1 

Students will complete a range of practical activities 
and records of two practical activities related to the 
functional properties of components of food and one 
or a combination of the following: short written 
report, annotated visual report, an oral presentation 
or a practical demonstration or a video or podcast. 

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit.  

 
2. Outcome 2 
 Students will complete a range of practical activities 

and records of two practical activities related to 
healthy meals for children and families and one or a 
combination of the following: short written report, 
annotated visual report, an oral presentation or a 
practical demonstration or a video or podcast.  

 This task contributes 50 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit.  

 

 
1. Outcome 1 
 Students will complete a range of practical activities 

and records of two practical activities related to 
sustainable and/or ethical food choices and one or a 
combination of the following: a short written report, 
annotated visual report, an oral presentation or a 
practical demonstration, video or podcast.  

 This task contributes 60 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. Outcome 2 
 Students will complete a range of practical activities 

and records of two practical activities related to 
healthy choices based on the Australian Guide to 
Healthy Eating and one or a combination of the 
following: a short written report, annotated visual 
report, an oral presentation or a practical 
demonstration, video or podcast. 

 This task contributes 40 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
 

 
Assessment 
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework:42T Unit 3 – 30 per cent, Unit 4 - 30 per cent 
 
42TWritten Examination:42T  this task contributes 40 per cent towards the final study score 
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PRODUCT DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – WOOD   UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Unit 1: Sustainable Product Redevelopment  
 
In this unit students focus on the analysis, modification and improvement of a product design with consideration of 
sustainability.  Students consider the sustainability of an existing product, such as the impact of sourcing materials, 
manufacture, distribution, use and likely disposal. They consider how a redeveloped product should attempt to solve a 
problem related to the original product. Where possible, materials and manufacturing processes used should be carefully 
selected to improve the overall sustainability of the redeveloped product. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
1. Sustainable Redevelopment of a Product: This area of study introduces students to the product design process, 

lifecycle analysis/assessment (LCA), IP and the product design factors, with an emphasis on sustainability. Students 
consider contemporary practices of designers who claim to incorporate sustainable practices. 

 
2. Producing and Evaluating a Redeveloped Product: This area of study focuses on the implementation of the design 

and planning completed in Area of Study 1. Students refer to their working drawings and scheduled production plan, 
and apply a range of techniques and processes safely to make a redeveloped product. 

 
Unit 2: Collaborative Design  
 
In this unit students work in teams to design and develop an item in a product range or contribute to the design, 
planning and production of a group product. They focus on factors including end user(s) needs and wants; function, 
purpose and context for product design; aesthetics; materials and sustainability; and the impact of these factors on a 
design solution. 
 
In this unit students are able to gain inspiration from an historical and/or a cultural design movement or style and its 
defining factors such as ideological or technological change, philosophy or aesthetics. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
  
1. Designing within a Team: This area of study enables students to apply the product design process collaboratively and 

individually. Each student works in a design team to generate one design brief collaboratively from a scenario, based 
around a theme and contributes to the design, planning and production of a group product. 

 
2. Producing and Evaluating within a Team: This area of study applies knowledge, skills, techniques and processes, 

including risk management, to make their product, designed in Area of Study 1, in accordance with the team 
requirements. 

 
Unit 1 Outcomes Unit 2 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• design and plan the redevelopment of a product with 

the intention of developing a different product with 
consideration of sustainability issues 

• select and apply materials, tools, equipment and 
processes to make a redeveloped product, and 
compare this with the original product 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• design and plan a product or range of products 

collaboratively in response to a design brief 
• justify, manage and use appropriate production 

processes to make a product safely and evaluate 
individually and as a member of a team, the processes 
and materials used and the suitability of a product or 
components of a group product/s against the design 
brief 
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Unit 1 School Assessed Coursework Unit 2 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Research and Investigation Tasks 
 Students will complete activities that relate to gaining 

understanding in the key skills and knowledge related 
to this unit.  These activities could include Designer 
Investigation and Timber Industry Research Tasks and 
Material Test Reports.  

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Design Folio  
 Students will complete many activities which 

document the whole design process. These include 
design briefs, research, design ideas and options, 
documentation of decisions, materials lists and 
production plans. 

 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Production  
 Students will be required to demonstrate an 

understanding of practical production in redesigned 
product and how product aesthetics, functionality/ 
quality, including sustainability have been improved. 
This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final  
grade. 

 
4. Evaluation Task 
 Students will be required to evaluate the product or 

prototype and suggest improvements. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
5.  Examination 
 Students will complete an examination covering the 

content covered in Unit 1.  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
  

 
1. Research and Investigation Tasks 
 Students will complete activities that relate to gaining 

understanding in the key skills and knowledge related 
to this unit. These activities could include Designer 
Investigation and Timber Industry Research Tasks and 
Material Test Reports.  

 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Group Project – Design Folio 
 Students will complete a project which contains a 

design brief, evaluation criteria, research, 
visualisations and design options, working drawings, 
production plan and evaluation report. The design 
process will be documented in a shared folio 
throughout the semester. Students will be assessed 
according to their contributions towards the design 
folio and the completed practical task. 

 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
3. Construction Skills 
 An assessment of student’s technical skills will be 

made over the semester drawing on a number of 
practical tasks. 

 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
4. Design Folio Evaluation Report 
 Students will complete an individual evaluation of the 

planning and production activities of their project. 
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
5. Examination 
 Students will complete an examination that 

incorporates knowledge and skills from Unit 2.  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade.  
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PRODUCT DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – WOOD UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: Applying the Product Design Process 
 
In this unit students engage in the design and development of a product that a personal, local or global problem (such as 
humanitarian issues), or that meets the needs and wants of a potential end user(s).  The product is developed through a 
design process and influenced by a range of factors including the purpose, function and context of the product; user-
centred design; innovation and creativity; design elements and principles; sustainability concerns; economic limitations; 
legal responsibilities; material characteristics and properties; and technology. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
1. Designing for End User(s): This area of study examines the product design process and develops skills in writing a 

design brief, which is vital for the development of a viable solution. They focus on identifying and designing for a 
potential end-user(s) of an intended product. They consider methods used to establish an end-user(s)’ needs for the 
development of a solution to a design problem. 

 
2. Product Development in Industry: This area of study focuses on the factors, processes and systems that influence 

the design and development of products within industrial settings.  
 
3. Designing for Others: This area of study focuses on students working as designers and applying the product design 

process to meet the requirements of an end-user(s).  
 
Unit 4: Product Development and Evaluation 
 
In this unit students engage with an end-user(s) to gain feedback throughout the process of production. Students make 
comparisons between similar products to help evaluate the success of a product in relation to a range of product design 
factors. 
 
In Units 3 and 4, students will initiate and undertake a substantial and demanding major design and production task. 
This may be a single product over Units 3 and 4 or a product range.  
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
1.  Product Analysis and Comparison: This area of study examines design factors that influence the success of 

commercially available products.  
 
2.  Product Manufacture: This area of study develops the skills, production techniques and processes used to make a 

product to suit the needs of the end user(s).  
 
3. Product Evaluation: This area of study focuses on the student’s application of evaluation criteria, the performance 

of checks and tests, and gaining end-user(s)’ feedback to determine how well a product meets the needs and 
requirements outlined in the design brief developed in Unit 3. 
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Unit 3 Outcomes Unit 4 Outcomes 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• investigate and define a design problem, and discuss 

how the design process leads to product design 
development; and explain and analyse influences on 
the design, development and manufacture of 
products within industrial settings  

• explain and analyse influences on the design, 
development and manufacture of products within 
industrial settings 

• document the product design process used to meet 
the needs of an end-user(s), and commence 
production of the designed product 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• compare, analyse and evaluate similar commercial 

products, taking into account a range of factors and 
using appropriate techniques 

• apply a range of production skills and processes safely 
to make the product designed in Unit 3, and manage 
time and resources effectively and efficiently 

• evaluate the finished product through testing and 
feedback against criteria, create end-user(s)’ 
instructions or care labels and recommend 
improvements to future products 

 
Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1.  Coursework Tasks 
 Students will complete a combination of written 

reports, annotated visual displays, tests and data 
presentations will be used.  

 This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. School Assessed Task (SAT) 
 Students are required to present a folio that 

documents the design process used while working as 
a designer to meet the needs of a client. 

 This task is subject to external review.  

 
1. Coursework Tasks 
 Students will complete a combination of written 

reports, annotated visual displays, tests, data 
presentations will be used.  

 This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
2. School Assessed Task (SAT) 

Students are requires to: 
a) safely apply a range of production skills and 

processes to make the product designed in Unit 3; 
b) evaluate the outcomes of the design, planning and 

production activities, explain the product’s design 
features to the client and outline its care 
requirements. 

This task is subject to external review. 
       

 
 
42TAssessment 
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework:42T Unit 3 – 12 per cent, Unit 4 – 8 per cent. 
  
School Assessed Task:  students are required to develop and implement a design plan. 
  
This task will be subject to external review and contributes 50 per cent to the final study score. 
 
42TExamination:42T this task contributes 30 per cent to the final study score. 
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VISUAL ARTS FACULTY 

 
 
 
 
 
Media Units 1 and 2 

Media Units 3 and 4 

Studio Arts Units 1 and 2 

Studio Arts Units 3 and 4 

Visual Communication Design Units 1 and 2 

Visual Communication Design Units 3 and 4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father. 
We are the clay, you are the 
potter; we are all the work of 
your hand. 
 

Isaiah 64:2 
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MEDIA UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 1: 42TMedia Forms, Representations and Australian Stories 
  
In this unit students develop an understanding of audiences and the core concepts underpinning the construction of 
representations and meaning in different media forms. They explore media codes and conventions and the 
construction of meaning in media products.  
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
1. Media Representations: This area of study introduces students to the concept of audience and what it entails. They 

consider how audiences engage with the media to construct and negotiate understandings of the world and 
themselves through their participation in the consumption, reception, production, curation and distribution of 
media products. 

 
2. Media Forms in Production: This area of study requires students to work in two or more media forms to design 

and create media exercises or productions that represent concepts covered in Area of Study 1. Students evaluate 
how the characteristics of their selected media forms, which they design and produce, influence the 
representations and construction of the productions. 

 
3. Australian Stories: This area of study explores a range of narratives in two or more media forms, exploring the 

context and features of their construction and how they are consumed and read by audiences. Narratives selected 
for study must be by Australia media creators and producers with primarily Australian content. 

 
 
42TUnit 2: Narrative Across Media Forms 
 
In this unit students further develop an understanding of the concept of narrative in media products and forms in 
different contexts. Narratives in both traditional and newer forms include film, television, sound, news, print, 
photography, games, and interactive digital forms.  
 
42TAreas of Study  
 
1. Narrative, Style and Genre: This area of study explores and examines how narratives construct realities and 

meaning for audiences.  Students study at least two narratives in two different media forms to gain an 
understanding of the construction of narrative. 

 
2.   Narratives in Production: This area of study requires students to apply their theoretical learning to create and 

construct narratives in the form of media exercises that demonstrate one or more concepts covered in Area of 
Study 1. 

 
3.  Media and Change: This area of study examines the technologies, processes of production, characteristics, 

distribution, engagement with consumption and reception of media products in new media forms. Students 
investigate the relationship between emerging and pre-existing media forms, products and institutions. They 
evaluate the impact of developments on individuals, society and culture. 

 
 
 
 



VCE Handbook 2018 133 
 

42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• describe the nature and form of representations 

within media products and forms, from different 
periods of time, locations and contexts 

• describe the characteristics of specific media 
audiences and explain how productions can be 
designed and produced to engage audiences 

• analyse structures in Australian fictional and non-
fictional media stories arising from cultural histories 
and institutions 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• analyse the distinctive style of media creators and 

producers in different media forms 
• design and produce narratives using the stages of the 

media production process 
• identify the nature and forms of new media 

technologies and discuss their relationships to 
traditional media technologies and forms 

• discuss the characteristics of digital media audiences 
and explain the ways audiences interact and engage 
with the media as a result of the growth of digital 
technologies across media forms 

 
 

42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks 42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks 
 
1. Representation  
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Technologies of Production 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. New Media 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 

 
1. Media Production 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Media Industry Production 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Australian Media Organisations  
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4.  Examination 
 This assessment contributes 25 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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MEDIA UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: Media Narratives and Pre-Production 
 
In this unit students explore stories that circulate in society through media narratives. They consider the use of media 
codes and conventions to structure meaning, and how this construction is influenced by the social, cultural, ideological 
and institutional contexts of production, distribution, consumption and reception. Students assess how audiences from 
different periods of time and contexts are engaged by, consume and read narratives using appropriate media language. 
 
Areas of Study 
  
1. Narrative and Ideology: This area of study examines fictional and non-fictional narratives in the form of film and/or 

television; and/or radio; and/or audio product (that may be broadcast or streamed); and/or photographic; and/or 
print products. 

 
2. Media Production Development: This area of study investigates and researches a selected media form to inform the 

development of their proposed production. This research contributes to the direction of their production design. 
Students conduct an investigation of aspects of the media form in which they will work, developing knowledge of 
narrative, genre, style, media codes and conventions and aspects of the works of media practitioners relevant to 
their proposed production. Students develop production skills that inform the production, design and development 
of a media product. They record their learning in documented research, annotated production activities, 
experiments, exercises and reflections. 

 
3. Media Production Design: This area of study requires students to use industry specific design and planning, both in 

written and visual documentation, to complete a media production design. The design incorporates a clear fictional 
and/or non-fictional narrative for a specified audience in a selected media form as outlined below. Students take 
into account the relevant media codes and conventions of the selected media form. 

 
 
Unit 4: Media: Production and Issues in the Media 
 
In this unit students focus on the production and post-production stages of the media production process, bringing the 
media production design created in Unit 3 to its realisation. They refine their media production in response to feedback 
and through personal reflection, documenting the iterations of their production as they work towards completion. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. Media Production: This area of study moves from production into post-production where the manipulation, 

arrangement or layering of the ideas and material generated in pre-production and production leads to the 
realisation of their production design. 

 
2. Agency and Control in and of the Media: This area of study considers the complex relationship between the media 

and audiences; the challenges of the contemporary media landscape; and the media and audiences’ capacity to act 
and exert power. 
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42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• explain the characteristics and construction of media 

narratives in selected media forms 
• explore media codes and conventions, narratives, 

genres and styles appropriate to the selected media 
form 

• document the specified audience, narrative and 
intention relevant to a selected media form and 
product 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• realise a media production design through production 

and post-production processes 
• discuss the dynamic and changing relationship 

between the media and its audience 

 
42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
42T1.  Narrative and Ideology (SAC) 
 This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
42T2.  Media Production Development (SAT) 
 This tasks is subject to external review. 
 
3. 42TMedia Production Design (SAT) 
       This tasks is subject to external review. 

 
1. 42TMedia Production (SAT) 
 This task is subject to external review. 
 
42T2.  Agency and Control in and of the Media (SAC) 
 This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 

 
 
Assessment  
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework:42T Unit 3 – 10 per cent, Unit 4 – 10 per cent.  
 
School Assessed Task:  Units 3 and 4 will contribute 40 per cent to the final study score.  
 
Written Examination:  students are required to complete an end-of-year examination. 
 
This task contributes 40 per cent to the final study score. 
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STUDIO ARTS UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 1: Studio Inspiration and Techniques 
 
In this unit students focus on developing an individual understanding of the stages of studio practice and learn how to 
explore, develop, refine, resolve and present artworks. Students explore sources of inspiration, research artistic 
influences, develop individual ideas and explore a range of materials and techniques related to specific art forms. Using 
documented evidence in a visual diary, students progressively refine and resolve their skills to communicate ideas in 
artworks. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1.    Researching and Recording Ideas: This area of study focuses on researching and recording art ideas that are 

documented in a visual diary. 
 
2.   Studio Practice: This area of study explores studio practice and focuses on the use of materials and techniques in the 

production of at least one artwork. 
 
3.   Interpreting Art Ideas and Use of Materials and Techniques: This area of study focuses on the way artists from 

different times and cultures have interpreted ideas and sources of inspiration and used materials and techniques in 
the production of artworks. 

 
42TUnit 2: Studio Exploration and Concepts 
 
In this unit students focus on establishing and using a studio practice to produce artworks. The studio practice includes 
the formulation and use of an individual approach to documenting sources of inspiration, and experimentation with 
selected materials and techniques relevant to specific art forms. Students explore and develop ideas and subject matter, 
create aesthetic qualities and record the development of the work in a visual diary as part of the studio process. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Exploration of Studio Practice and Development of Artworks:  This area of study focuses on developing artworks 

through an individual studio process based on visual research and inquiry. 
 

2. Ideas and Styles in Artworks: This area of study focuses on the analysis of historical and contemporary artworks. 
 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• generate ideas and identify sources of inspiration and 

artistic influences 
• investigate and experiment with, materials and 

techniques appropriate to art making in a range of art 
forms 

• use a range of resources to research how at least two 
artists have interpreted ideas and sources of 
inspiration, and used materials and techniques in at 
least two artworks by each artist 
 

 
 On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• develop an individual studio process that is recorded 

in a visual diary 
• explore and use ideas, sources of inspiration and 

artistic influences 
• identify, discuss and compare the use of art elements, 

art principles and the presentation of aesthetic 
qualities in historical and contemporary artworks 
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42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks42T  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks  
 
1. Developing Exploration 

Students will complete a Visual Diary to include: 
a) Artistic Inspiration and Development of Ideas  
b)  Materials and Techniques Exploration  

 This assessment contributes 60 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 
2. Research Assignments 
 Students will complete Research Assignments – Arts 

Analyses 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Examination 
 Students are require to complete an examination 

based on skills and coursework completed over the 
semester. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 

 

 
1. Developing Exploration 

Students will complete a Visual Diary to include: 
a) Artistic Inspiration and Development of Ideas  

       b)  Materials and Techniques Exploration 
 This assessment contributes 60 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Research Assignments 
 Students will complete Research Assignments – Arts 

Analyses 
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Examination 
 Students are required to complete an examination 

based on skills and coursework completed over the 
semester. 

 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 
grade. 
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STUDIO ARTS      UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: Studio Practices and Processes 
 
In this unit students focus on the implementation of an individual studio process leading to the production of a range 
of potential directions. Students develop and use an exploration proposal to define an area of creative exploration. 
They plan and apply a studio process to explore and develop their individual ideas. Analysis of these explorations and 
the development of the potential directions is an intrinsic part of the studio process to support the making of finished 
artworks in Unit 4. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
1. Exploration Proposal: This area of study focuses on the development of an exploration proposal that creates a 

framework for the individual studio process. 
 
2. Studio Process: This area of study progressively refines students’ ideas, techniques, materials, processes, and 

aesthetic qualities discussed in the exploration proposal. 
 
3. Artists and studio practices: This area of study focuses on professional studio practices in relation to particular art 

forms. 
 
Unit 4: Studio Practice and Art Industry Contexts 
 
In this unit students focus on the planning, production and evaluation required to develop, refine and present artworks 
that link cohesively according to the ideas resolved in Unit 3. To support the creation of artworks, students present 
visual and written evaluation that explains why they selected a range of potential directions from Unit 3 to produce at 
least two finished artworks in Unit 4. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
 
1.  Production and Presentation of Artworks: This area of study focuses on the refinement and presentation of 

artworks developed from the selected potential directions identified in the individual studio process in Unit 3. 
 
2. Evaluation: This area of study reflects on the selection of potential directions that form the basis, development and 

presentation of artworks. 
42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• prepare an exploration proposal  
• discuss conceptual possibilities and explain the ideas 

to be explored 
• develop individual and personal subject matter and 

ideas conceptually and aesthetically 
• explore art elements and art principles, materials and 

techniques to demonstrate aesthetic qualities in 
selected art forms 

• analyse ways in which artworks reflect artists’ 
interpretations of subject matter, influences, cultural 
and historical contexts and the communication of 
ideas and meanings 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• demonstrate the use of at least two potential 

directions used in the creation of artworks 
• use selected potential directions to support the 

development and refinement of artwork 
• identify and describe the focus and subject matter of 

the artworks 
• explain the ways in which potential directions 

contributed to the development and refinement of 
artworks  
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42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework 42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Exploration Proposal (SAT) 

This tasks is subject to external review. 
 

2. Studio Process (SAT) 
This tasks is subject to external review. 
 

3. Artist and Studio Practices (SAC)  
This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 
this unit. 

 
1. Production and Presentation of Final Artworks (SAT) 

This tasks is subject to external review. 
 

2. Evaluation (SAT) 
This tasks is subject to external review. 
 

3. Art Industry Contexts (SAC) 
 This task contributes 100 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 

 
42TAssessment 
 
42TSchool Assessed Coursework:42T Unit 3 – 5 per cent, Unit 4 – 5 per cent.  
 
School Assessed Task:  Units 3 and 4 will contribute 60 per cent to the final study score.  
 
Written Examination:  students are required to complete an end-of-year examination. 
 
This task contributes 30 per cent to the final study score. 
 
 

 
  



VCE Handbook 2018 140 
 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN UNITS 1 and 2 
 
42TUnit 1: Introduction to Visual Communication Design 
 
In this unit students focus on using visual language to communicate messages, ideas and concepts. This involves 
acquiring and applying design thinking skills as well as drawing skills to make messages, ideas and concepts, both visible 
and tangible. Students practise their ability to draw what they observe and they use visualisation drawing methods to 
explore their own ideas and concepts. Students develop an understanding of the importance of presentation drawings 
to clearly communicate their final visual communications. In this unit students are introduced to four stages of the 
design process: research, generation of ideas, develop of concepts and refinement of visual communications. 
 
42TAreas of Study 
  
1. Drawing as a Means of Communication: This area of study introduces the knowledge and skills that underpin some 

of the stages in the design process of generating ideas, developing concepts and refinement of visual 
communications. 

 
2. Design Elements and Design Principles: This area of study focuses on design elements and design principles.  
 
3. Visual Communications in Context: This area of study draws on a broad range of sources to support creativity and 

innovation.  
 

42TUnit 2: Applications of Visual Communication Within Design Fields 
 
In this unit students focus on the application of visual communication design knowledge, design thinking and drawing 
methods to create visual communications to meet specific purposes in designated design fields.  
 
42TAreas of Study42T  
 
1. Technical Drawing in Context: This area of study focuses on the acquisition and application of presentation drawing 

skills that incorporate the use of technical drawing conventions. 
  
2. Type and Imagery: This area of study focuses on developing knowledge and skills in manipulating type and images 

when communicating ideas and concepts.  
 
3. Applying the Design Process: This area of study focuses on the application of specific stages of the design process to 

organise thinking about approaches to solving design problems and presenting ideas.  
 

 
42TUnit 1 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 2 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  
• apply design elements and design principles to 

communicate ideas and functions of objects and 
structures 

• apply drawing methods that are suitable for the 
purposes of observation, visualisation and 
presentation 

• apply techniques to generate alternative design 
possibilities 

• describe visual communications in terms of their social 
and cultural settings 
 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• apply drawing methods that are suitable for 

presentation drawings and the selected field 
• use manual and digital methods to create presentation 

drawings 
• describe and analyse the connections between past 

and contemporary typography 
• research and analyse information relevant to a given 

brief 
• apply and document design thinking when engaged in 

the design process 
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42TUnit 1 Assessment Tasks42T  42TUnit 2 Assessment Tasks42T  
  
1. Observation, Visualisation and Presentation Task  
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Design Elements and Principles  
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Poster Design in Context   
 This assessment contributes 10 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination  
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 

 
1. Technical Drawing in Context 
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
2. Type and Image  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
3. Applying the Design Process  
 This assessment contributes 20 per cent to the final 

grade. 
 
4. Examination 
 This assessment contributes 30 per cent to the final 

grade. 
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN UNITS 3 and 4 
 
Unit 3: Visual Communication Design Practices 
 
In this unit students gain an understanding of the process designers employ to structure their thinking and 
communicate ideas with clients, target audiences, other designers and specialists. Through practical investigation 
and analysis of existing visual communications, students gain insight into how the selection of methods, media and 
materials, and the application of design elements and design principles, can create effective visual communications 
for specific audiences and purposes. They investigate and experiment with the use of manual and digital methods, 
media and materials to make informed decisions when selecting suitable approaches for the development of their 
own design ideas and concepts. 
 
Areas of Study 
 
1. Analysis and Practice in Context: This area of study explores a range of existing visual communications in the 

communication, environmental and industrial design fields.  
 

2. Design Industry Practice: This area of study investigates how the design process is applied in industry to create 
visual communications. Students develop an understanding of the processes and practices used to support 
collaboration between clients, designers and specialists when designing and producing these visual 
communications.  

 
3. Developing a Brief and Generating Ideas: This area of study develops detailed understanding of three stages of the 

design process: development of a brief, research and the generation of ideas.  
 
42TUnit 4: 42TVisual Communication Design Development, Evaluation and Presentation 
 
In this unit students develop design concepts and prepare two final presentations of visual communications to meet the 
requirements of the brief. This involves applying the design process twice to meet each of the stated communication 
needs. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1.   Development, Refinement and Evaluation: This area of study focuses on the design process stages of the 

development of concepts and refinement.  
 
2.   Final Presentations: This area of study focuses on the final stage in the design process, the resolution of 

presentations.  
 

42TUnit 3 Outcomes42T  42TUnit 4 Outcomes42T  
 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• analyse existing visual communications in terms of 

their key features in the three design fields 
• describe the roles and relationships between 

designers, specialists and clients in the communication, 
industrial and environmental design fields 

• apply design thinking to create, analyse, evaluate, 
reflect on, and critique information and ideas 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 
• apply design thinking to support the application of 

relevant stages of the design process 
• select suitable presentation formats that meet the 

requirements of the brief 
• select and apply a range of methods, materials, media, 

design elements, design principles, presentation 
formats and conventions, if appropriate to the brief, to 
develop final presentations 
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42TUnit 3 School Assessed Coursework42T  42TUnit 4 School Assessed Coursework 
 
1. Analysis and Practice in Context (SAC) 
 This task contributes 75 per cent to the SAC score in 

this unit. 
 
2. Design Industry Practice (SAC) 

This task contributes 25 per cent to the SAC score in  
this unit. 
 

3. Developing a Brief and Generating Ideas (SAT) 
 This task is subject to external review. 
 

 
1. Development, Refinement and Evaluation (SAT) 
 This task is subject to external review. 
 
2. Final Presentations (SAT) 
 This task is subject to external review. 
 

 
 
Assessment 
 
School Assessed Coursework: Unit 3 – 25 per cent 
 
School Assessed Tasks:  Units 3 and 4 will contribute 40 per cent to the final study score 
 
Written Examination: Students will complete an end-of-year examination.  
 
This task contributes 35 per cent to the final study score. 
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EQUINE INDUSTRY (VCE VET) 
FACULTY 

 
 
 
 
 
Equine Studies (VCE VET) Units 1 and 2 

Equine Studies (VCE VET) Units 3 and 4 

Sport and Recreation (VCE VET) –  
Outdoor Recreation (Riding Instructor)  Block Credit 

Racing Industry – Stable Hand SBAT 

Racing Industry – Track Rider SBAT 

 
 
Certificate II in Equine Studies is a state accredited curriculum which provides access 
to direct employment opportunities in the equine or equine related industries, 
principally as stable or stud hand or as an assistant. The VCE VET Equine Industry 
program enables students to gain recognised qualifications and make an informed 
choice for their continued studies or career path. 
 
This course is designed as a two year study and students must complete and 
participate in all units and modules from Unit 1-4 to gain VET qualifications. Students 
cannot begin VET studies in Unit 3-4 and must complete Unit 1-2 as a pre-requisite. 
 
Other courses which can be undertaken on completion of Certificate II in Equine 
Industry Units 1 and 2 are: 
 
Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation – Riding Instructor 
Certificate II – Stable Hand as a School Based Apprenticeship (SBAT) 
Certificate III – Track Rider as a School Based Apprenticeship (SBAT) 
 
 
Please contact Mrs Deborah Lovett for further information regarding VCE VET Equine 
courses. 
 
Deborah Lovett, RTO Manager and Equestrian Co-ordinator. 
Email: 32Tdeb.lovett@hillcrest.vic.edu.au32T 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And on that day there shall be 
inscribed on the bells of the 
horses, “Holy to the Lord.”  
 

Zechariah 14: 20 
 

 

mailto:deb.lovett@hillcrest.vic.edu.au
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CERTIFICATE II IN EQUINE STUDIES UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Course Code:  22246VIC 
 
Certificate II in Equine Studies is an introductory course that prepares you for work in the equine industry. Units 1 and 2 
covers units such as working in an equine organisation, safe handling and daily care of horses and equine anatomy. 
Elective units include horse riding and driving, preparing horses for competition, assisting in the conduct of an equine 
industry event. The College horses are regularly utilised for the practical component of the course. 
 
Certificate II in Equine Studies will assist you in pursuing a career in the equine or equine related industries through 
vocational or higher education pathways. It is also a basic course for the other courses offered as pathway to higher 
qualifications. Employment opportunities exist in areas such as horse breeding, racing, mounted police, veterinary 
nursing, biological science, retail and coaching. With additional training and experience, future employment 
opportunities may include animal attendant, stable or stud hand, groomer, horse breeder, harness/thoroughbred 
trainer, track rider. 
 
Structured Workplace Learning:  40 hours per year working hands on in the equestrian industry. 
 
Requirements: Reasonable level of physical stamina and strength with a moderate level of agility and coordination. 
Horse Welfare and risk assessments allow each horse to carry a rider of up to 15 per cent of the horses own body 
weight. 
 

Core Subjects Title Description 

HLTAID002 Provide Basic Emergency Life 
Support 

This unit of competency describes the skills and 
knowledge required to recognise and respond to life 
threatening emergencies using basic life support 
measures only. 

AHCWRK204A Work Effectively in the Industry 

This unit of competency covers the process of working 
effectively on an individual basis and with others and 
defines the standard required to:  meet the standards 
required in the industry for dress and work practices;  
implement the quality standards for workplace products 
or services;  interpret instructions and establish work 
tasks and priorities;  demonstrate communication skills 
with supervisors and co-workers. 

VU21401 Work Safely in an Equine 
Organisation 

This unit covers the skills and knowledge required to 
undertake work in the equine industry. It covers safety in 
the workplace, career opportunities and the correct use 
of tools and equipment.  It requires the ability to perform 
work, meet employer requirements, communicate 
effectively and complete workplace documentation 
where required.  Work will be undertaken with 
supervision and many involve working with others and 
performing work according to workplace standards. 

AHCHBR203A Provide Daily Care for Horses 

This unit covers the process of providing daily care for 
horses and defines the standard required to:  complete 
stable routines efficiently; complete daily horse 
maintenance; select horses for a range of purposes; catch 
and tie up horses; groom or rug horses as required by the 
organisation; clean and maintain equipment; work safely 
around horses. 
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SISOEQO201A Handle Horses Safely 

This unit describes the performance outcomes, skills and 
knowledge required to handle horses safely. This unit 
focuses on the identification and safe catching, 
management and handling of horses for the purposes of 
transporting, training and racing or recreational use.  

VU21405 Equine Anatomy 

To provide participants with an understanding of the 
external features and anatomy of horses being trained or 
used for racing, competitive performance, breeding and 
recreation. 

Elective Subjects Title Description 

SISOEQO202A Demonstrate Basic Horse Riding 
Skills 

This unit covers the knowledge and skills to participate in 
horse riding or horse driving activities in controlled 
conditions under supervision and using safe and suitable 
horses. 

VU21410 Assist in the Conduct of an Event in 
the Equine Industry 

This unit covers the skills and knowledge required to 
assist in the range of activities and steps involved in 
organising an equine event such as a competition, 
demonstration or lecture. 
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CERTIFICATE II IN EQUINE STUDIES UNITS 3 and 4 
 
 

Core Subjects Title Description 

VU21402 Implement Horse Health and Welfare 
Practices 

This unit covers the skills and knowledge required to 
monitor and identify signs of common illness and injury in 
horse and other signs of distress and to report 
observations accurately and in a timely fashion. The unit 
also covers preventative regimes that are an integral part 
of horse husbandry. Basic treatment using veterinary 
medicines may in some instances be given under 
supervision. 

VPAM325 Equine Physiology 
To provide participants with an understanding of the 
physiology of horses being trained or used for racing, 
competitive performance, breeding and recreation. 

VU21404 Relate Equine Form and Function 

This competency standard covers the skills and 
knowledge required to recognise conformation features 
of horses. It requires the ability to see desirable and poor 
conformation in horses and the ability to use standard 
terminology. Develop the ability to assess and recognise 
unsoundness and blemishes, and the ability to relate 
conformation to horse movement. 

VU21403 Implement and Monitor a Horse 
Feeding Program 

This unit of competency specifies the outcomes required 
to implement a feeding program, monitor the quality of 
feed and feed supplements and monitor feeding habits 
and variations of individual horses. It is relevant to a 
range of equine work environments and horses trained or 
used for racing, competitive, performance, breeding and 
recreation. 
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CERTIFICATE III IN RACING – TRACKRIDER SBAT 
 
Course Code:  RGR30108 
 
Australia’s equine industry is the country’s fifth largest, and racing in a big part of this dynamic industry.  Learn the skills 
needed to trial and race thoroughbred horses in a competitive environment. A track rider is a person who is 
independently engaged or employed to exercise thoroughbred horse on the instructions of a trainer.  The duties require 
judgement and the ability to communicate information concerning horse health, performance and temperament 
accurately to the trainer as well as high level riding skills and the ability to interpret and relay information covering a 
variety of circumstances. 
 
This course is delivered as a School Based Apprenticeship (SBAT). This means students who are attending school, and 
have a strong interest in becoming a track rider are able to participate.  Students need to find an employer where they 
can work for approximately 8 hours per week, and then 6 hours of the school week must be used to do the theoretical 
online training.  This is overseen by the staff from Ayr Hill Equestrian Centre, and students enrol through the Racing 
Industry Skills Centre.  
 
Attendance: Complete the online component at home school during normal school timetable, and take part in regular 
sessions with the trainer that may happen at the place of employment or at Ayr Hill Equestrian Centre at the practical 
assessing weekends. 
 
Duration: 2 Years or less depending on level of experience, and skills gained from other courses. e.g. 22246VIC 
Certificate II in Equine Studies. 
 
Cost: Less than $650 
 
Course Aims: 
• To provide recognized prior learning towards further studies in the RACING industry 
• To provide supervised practical sessions and hands on development of skills 
• To provide students with supervised practical experiences 
• Special emphasis on risk assessment and safe work practices, planning and communication in the racing industry 
• To provide up to 50% contact time during practical session with a range of suitable horses 
• Encouraging and safe learning environment 
• Develop racing strategies 
• Minimum age 16 
• This course provides training for a rider working to exercise thoroughbred horses within a racing stable. Track riders 

care for the horse’s individual needs of health, grooming, exercising and transporting and are also responsible for 
providing a safe and clean environment. 

 
Requirements: Reasonable level of physical stamina and strength with a moderate level of agility and coordination. 
 
Prerequisites:  It is highly recommended that participants complete the 22246 Certificate II in Equine Studies prior to 
entering this course. 
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Core Subjects Title Description 

HTLTFA301B* Apply First Aid 

This unit of competency describes the skills and 
knowledge required to recognise and respond to life 
threatening emergencies using basic life support 
measures only. 

RGRCMN001A Comply with the Rules of Racing 
and Related Protocols 

The unit involves competencies related to roles, rights, 
responsibilities and professional behaviour for individuals 
working in occupations in a commercial racing enterprise. 
It requires knowledge of relevant workplace policies, 
including federal, state and industry-specific OHS 
requirements, animal welfare legislation (if applicable) 
and personal presentation standards. 

RGRCMN202A Achieve Requirements for Industry 
Induction 

This unit covers the skills and knowledge required to 
undertake work in the equine industry. It covers safety in 
the workplace, career opportunities and the correct use 
of tools and equipment.  It requires the ability to perform 
work, meet employer requirements, communicate 
effectively and complete workplace documentation 
where required.  Work will be undertaken with 
supervision and many involve working with others and 
performing work according to workplace standards. 

RGRPSH201A Handle Horses 

This unit describes the performance outcomes, skills and 
knowledge required to handle horses safely. This unit 
focuses on the identification and safe catching, 
management and handling of horses for the purposes of 
transporting, training and racing or recreational use.  

RGRPSH207A Perform Stable Duties 

This unit of competency specifies the outcomes required 
to clean and maintain the stable environment, identify 
and report workplace hazards, provide feed and water to 
horses, groom horses and monitor basic horse health and 
welfare. 

To undertake this unit the candidate will be able to apply 
safe horse handling skills and workplace OHS standards. It 
is recommended that RGRPSH201A Handle horses be 
delivered in conjunction with or before this unit of 
competency. 

RGRPSH205A Perform Basic Riding Tasks 

This unit covers the knowledge and skills to participate in 
horse riding or horse driving activities in controlled 
conditions under supervision and using safe and suitable 
horses. 
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RGRPSH307A Exercise Horses in Pace Work 

This unit of competency specifies the outcomes required 
to ride a range of horses in pacework, identify approved 
gear, accept rides based on rider and horse experience, 
report horse's performance to trainer, use methods to 
control horses in a range of situations and organise riding 
commitments. 

To undertake this unit the candidate will be able to apply 
safe horse handling skills and workplace OHS standards, 
and demonstrate competent slow track work riding skills. 
It is recommended that RGRPSH201A Handle Horses be 
delivered in conjunction with or before this unit of 
competency. 

PUACOM001B Communicate in the Workplace 

This unit of competency covers the process of working 
effectively on an individual basis and with others and 
defines the standard required to:  meet the standards 
required in the industry for dress and work practices;  
implement the quality standards for workplace products 
or services;  interpret instructions and establish work 
tasks and priorities;  demonstrate communication skills 
with supervisors and co-workers. 

Further subjects may include the following 

RGRPSH404A Ride Horses at Track Work  

RGRCMN201A 
Follow OHS Procedures and 
Observe Environmental Work 
Practices 

 

RGRPSH420A Participate in Implementing 
Racehorse Exercising Programs  

RGRPSH202A Assist with Transportation of 
Horses  

RGRPSH208A Attend Horses to Track Work  

RGRCMN003A Manage Personal Health and 
Fitness  

RGRPSH407A Educate Thoroughbred Horses for 
Racing  

RGRPSH306A Develop Basic Track Work Riding 
Skills  

RGRPSH304A Identify Factors that Affect 
Racehorse Performance  

 
 

 


