


WELCOME

Welcome to Hillcrest Christian 
College’s Early Learning 

Centre.  We believe that early 
childhood is a very precious and 
influential time in a child’s life.  We 
have committed to providing a 
centre which reflects best practice 
in early childhood education in 
an exceptionally high quality 
environment.

We ensure that all children 
are in the expert care of highly 
experienced and qualified Christian 
staff who are able to inspire and 
nurture each child spiritually, 
emotionally, socially, physically 
and intellectually.

ELC staff aim to develop each child 
to their full potential, recognising 
that they have already acquired 
much knowledge, understanding 
and perception about their world.  
The relationships they build are 
founded upon respect for children’s 
thinking, their feelings and their 
right to be taken seriously.

A unique feature of our centre is 
the opportunity for children to start 
and finish their education with their 
same peer group, as they continue 
through Hillcrest Christian College 
and beyond.



“I was impressed by the friendliness of the 
staff and also how the ELC Centre and school 
are on the same grounds.  It’s really helpful to 

drop off all the kids at the same spot” 



OUR LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

• Our centre consists of two very spacious air 
conditioned classrooms with a beautiful 

outlook onto a landscaped play area.  Natural light 
is a feature of each room and wide verandahs 
provide a protected area for children to use 
creatively regardless of the weather conditions.  

• A fully equipped kitchen and dining room adjoins 
the classrooms, and amenities for the children 
are safe and accessible.

• The centre is a warm and inviting space for play 
and learning, where children and parents alike 
will feel welcome.

• Children learn from their surroundings therefore 
our learning environment is stimulating, 
inspirational and aesthetically pleasing both 
inside and outside the centre.

DEVELOPING A LOVE OF LEARNING

• The quality of the learning and nurturing 
received by the children at our ELC is 

fundamental to their success in later years.
• Learning will be hands-on, interactive and 

investigative so that an inquiring mind is 
developed.

• By the end of the year, the program and the 
children’s participation within the ELC community 
will ensure that they have gained skills and 
confidence to successfully transition to school 
and have begun to establish foundations for 
lifelong learning.

• As a Christian centre, the children are encouraged 
to know that God loves them through simple 
Bible stories, prayer and Christian songs.



“Nothing 
without joy”







“Hillcrest Christian College was 
established to provide affordable 
Christian education” 



Fees 

We require all families to commit to 
Direct Debit arrangements. Our 

default payment plan is monthly, and we 
would encourage all families to opt for 
monthly payments. This is not required if 
fees are paid upfront (annual or bi-annual).

Early Payment Discount 
A tuition fee discount of 2.5% will be given 
to parents who pay all fees bi-annually 
(due 16th of February and 16th of July) 
or 3.5% for annual payment (due 16th of 
February). 

Discounts are only applicable to tuition 
fees and will not be granted if the account 
is in arrears or if the payment is made after 
the due date. 

The family discount does not include the 3 
year and 4 year old ELC.

Resource Levy 
This compulsory levy includes, classroom 
materials, digital learning resources and 
in-house activities. This will be billed to 
your annual school fee account.

Tuition Fees 2018 Resource 
Levy

 
$100
$100 

• 3 year old 2 days: $4,228
• 4 year old 3 days: $5,096 

• Capital Levy – Per Family $800
• Parent Involvement Program - Per family in lieu 

of involvement $350
• Associate Membership Fee – Per Family $6, 

Full Membership – Per Parent $5



PROGRAMS 

• The ELC provides a rich and 
balanced  structured program, 

based on the inquiry learning 
approach, which fosters a love of 
learning through affirming a child’s 
sense of wonder, discovery and 
natural curiosity. 

• Weekly plans are designed around 
the emergent interests and needs of 
each child and the class as a whole.

• Children are introduced informally 
to Literacy and Numeracy through a 
rich experiential program.

• Through discussion and debate, 
they are able to construct their 
knowledge and develop in 
confidence and competence. 

• The work of the children is carefully 
documented and displayed for 
teachers and parents to gain further 
insight into the development, 
experiences and understandings of 
the children.

• Our Early Learners are introduced 
to specialist sessions including 
Physical Education and Music 
and enjoy the extensive facilities 
available at Hillcrest Christian 
College.  These include the 
Discovery Centre, play spaces, 
sports facilities and other resources.



“The ELC provides a rich 
and balanced  structured 

program...”



OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES & 
DISCOVERIES

• Children engage in a variety of 
activities that make them feel 

happy, healthy, safe and connected 
to others. 

• Children learn to make choices 
and take considered risks through 
physical play.

• Children attend PE sessions to 
combine motor skills and balance 
in movement activities.

• Our outdoor environment includes 
a unique sensory and exploratory 
garden with a vegetable patch 
for children to learn about the 
care of plants and to develop an 
appreciation of nature.  

• Carefully planned outdoor spaces 
allow children to run, play, socialise 
and interact with their physical 
environment in creative ways.  

• 



“The outdoor environment 
will entice their senses & 

natural curiosity.”



• Involving parents in shared experiences with their children at 
school yields great rewards for both children and adults.

• Grandparents and special friends are invited to visit the ELC to 
spend a morning with the children.

• Parent Information evenings and formal parent teacher interviews 
are held throughout the year.  There are many opportunities for 
parents to contact the teachers after school or through e-mails.

• Our ELC is a learning community which fosters genuine 
partnerships between parents, children and teachers.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What are the hours of operation?
Each day begins at 9:00 am and concludes at 3:15 pm.

Must the children attend for the whole day?
Initially children may need flexibility in the length of time attending the 
centre and slowly build up their ability to attend full days.

Is the centre licensed and accredited?
In Victoria it is a requirement that providers of children’s services 
be licensed.  Our centre is fully licensed and accredited through the 
Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
and has met all their stringent requirements.

Are meals provided?
The centre does not provide meals, but snacks and lunches brought 
from home are eaten together in the dining room adjoining the kitchen.

Will there be a uniform?
The ELC children wear a uniform.  The students are comfortable 
in the same sports uniform worn by Primary School students of the 
College.  It consists of shorts, polo shirt, hat and tracksuit.

Will my child automatically proceed to Hillcrest Christian 
College?
Students at the ELC are enrolled in the College and proceed into 
Prep.

PARTNERSHIPS WITH PARENTS 



“By working in genuine partnership, 
parents, children and staff can share the 
learning journey as they build strong and 

supportive relationships”.



“We look forward to partnering with you 
at the Hillcrest Early Learning Centre...
where the journey begins.”
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